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BERKELEY HALL; 


OR, 


THE PUPIL OF EXPERIENCE. 


CHAEF LL 


THE ARRIVAL OF A STRANGER AT 
BERKELEY HALL, 


T was in the month of Auguſt, during a 
very violent thunder-ſtorm, that a poor 
traveller knocked at the door of a venerable 
manſion in New Jerſey, and begged, for 
the love of God, ſhelter from the ſeverity 
of the weather. The ſervants, knowing 


4 the hoſpitality of their maſter, courteouſly 


admitted the ſtranger into the kitchen, 
and offered him refreſhment. He ſeemed 
to be paſt the meridian of life, and his 


1 furrowed countenance diſplayed the hard- 
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ſhips he had encountered. He bore 
on his back a wallet, and exhibited an 
old violin, the companion of his travels, 
and moſt uſeful friend in his diſtreſs. The 
night was faſt advancing, and the traveller, 
after drying his clothes, and recovering 
from his fatigue, was preparing to proceed 
to a neighbouring village; when the ſer- 
vants, finding that the ſtorm was not 
abated, deſired the grateful veteran to 
ſtop till they informed the family of the 
circumſtance, and aſked permiſſion to 
give him a night's lodging; adding, 
* Our maſter never ſhuts his door againſt 
unfortunate ſtrangers, eſpecially if they 
happen to be Engliſhmen.” 


CHAP. II. 
A PEEP INTO THE PARLOUR. 


W HILE this occurred in the kitchen, 
Dr. Homily, the owner of the 
manſion, was engaged in a warm argu- 
ment 
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ment with two gentlemen, his viſitors, in 
the parlour. © I ſee, my good friend, 
ſaid Dr. Sourby, pufting his pipe violently, 
that you will never get the better of that 


narrow prejudice and partiality for your 


native country, which taints and perverts 
all your views, principles, and arguments. 
It is an error of the old ſchool, which our 
modern philoſophy has ſufficiently ex- 
poſed. A wiſe and good man ſhould live, 
think, and act, for the whole world, and 
not for a little corner of it.” 

* Your modern philoſophy,” ſaid Dr. 
Homily, © I am afraid, will, by teaching 
men to aim at what is out of their reach, 
lead them to deſpiſe the duties in their 
power. He, in my opinion, does moſt 


good to the world at large, who promotes 


moſt the happineſs of his country; as 
he is the moſt uſeful to ſociety, who is 
the - beſt friend to himſelf and his fa- 

mily.“ | 
« I look upon it,” ſaid Mr. Lumeire, 
that the extenſion of commerce over the 
B 2 globe 
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globe is of more ſervice to mankind than 
the propagation of any political ſyſtem. 
By making men induſtrious, and their 
wants and ſervices reciprocal, it binds 
them cloſer, and renders them better ac- 
quainted, and more attached to each 
other than any barren ſpeculative opt- 
nions.” 

“Let me tell you, Sir, that you ſeem 


ignorant,” rejoined Dr. Sourby, of the 


force of opinions. Good ſyſtems lead to 
good practice; and Vice verſa, as natu- 
rally as in the ordinary modes of genera- 
tion 


Fortes creantur fortibus et bonis (Like begets like). 


Eft in juvencis, eſt in equis, 


Patrum virtus,” 


« Naturaldiſpoſition,” ſaid Mr. Lume're, 
«© has more influence on practice than ſyſ- 


tems. We daily ſee ſome men humane 


in ſpite of the intolerance of their princi- 
ples; and others, condemning their oppo- 


nents to fire and faggot, in the name of 


the 


4 * 

* , 4 . 
—— . *** 3 

0 #4, 4 2 — - — 

, q ” x 8 4 Cs IK. AE A. 7 * * 

ae ee A lle 


"AR, 


2 


* 
; 
>| 
9 
FX" 
3, 
9 
* F 
55 
% 
* 
'Y 
* 
4 
? : 
"< 


BERKELEY HALL. 5 


the God of mercy, and with univerſal 
love in their mouths.” 

« [t is,” ſaid Dr. Homily, “ that curſed 
ſpirit of innovation that has unſettled 


men's principles of late, and levelled al- 


moſt every prop of virtue. F ormerly ex- 
perience was thought to be the beſt guide 
of life; but now we are directed to throw 
away certain bleſſings, on the deſperate 
hazard of obtaining better: like the chy- 
miſt, who waſted all his real gold in ex- 
periments to multiply it artificially.“ 

« Sir, your doctrine,” replied Dr. Sourby, 
* would completely bar all reformation. 
Truth never did harm, and we ſhould 
therefore follow her ſteps wherever ſhe 
leads us.” 

“ But,” rejoined Dr. Homily, © we 
ſhould firſt be convinced that ſhe is truth 
before we follow. We are not to quit a 
known friendly guide, and ruſh wildly on 
in the dark to find out a better. Some of 
our modern projectors in church and ſtate 
recommend us to put out the taper which 
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we have found uſeful, for the pleaſure of 
ſtumbling on a brighter in our midnight 
reſearches,” 

« It requires, I confeſs,” ſaid Dr. Sour- 
by, raiſing his pipe towards the ceiling, 
and throwing his head. back with an air 
of haughtineſs on his chair, © a greater 
degree of mental energy than falls to the 
lot of moſt men, to get the better of old 


ſyſtems; which become as neceſſary to 
us as our pipes, or ſnuff- boxes, from long 


uſage. And our good friend, the Doctor, 
may particularly be excuſed, as the milk 
he imbibed from his alma mater was of a 
nature to turn ſour at the leaſt approach 
of novelty or reform.“ 

« Say, rather,” obſerved Dr. Homily, 
«that, like awiſe matron, ſhe would not ſa- 
crifice capriciouſly her old well-tried friends 
for every new face; but followed, with 
reſpect to ofinzons, Polonius's ſage advice: 
© The friends you have, and their adoption tried, 


Grapple them to your heart with hoops of ſleel, 
But O beware of every new and unfledg'd comrade.” 
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« And for that reaſon,” ſaid Mr. Lu- 
meire, preferred the crudities of Burgerſ- 
dieius, and the viſions of Deſcartes, to the 
wiſdom of Locke, andſublime diſcoveries 
of Newton.” 
J © Theſe are extraordinary caſes,” re- 
plied Dr. Homily, “and will not form a 
rule. The miſchief of delaying the ad- 
miſſion of new principles till well eſta- 
bliſhed, is leſs than that of following every 
new wind of doCtrine. A wiſe traveller 
will ſooner content himſelf with the hum- 
bleſt fare, than haſtily feed on new-dif- 
covered productions before he knows 
their nature and effects.“ 

But he will not,” ſaid Dr. Sourby, 
| e refuſe to taſte them becauſe they are : 
new: as you will not give a candid trial 
to any poſitions which contravene your 
old muſty ſyſtems.” 

Dr. Homily was preparing to reply, 
and had filled and lighted a freſh pipe, as 
a2 prelude to a hotter engagement, when 
1 the ſervant from the kitchen announced, 
4 B 4 that 
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that a ſtranger had aſked refuge from 
the ſtorm; and, as it continued with 
violence, hoped he might remain till morn- 


ing. 
« Of what deſcription,” ſaid Dr. Sour- 


by, © does the fellow ſeem to be?“ 


« He ſeems, an't pleaſe your honour, a 
plain common man; and is, by profeſſion, 


a a fiddler, as I ſuppoſe.” 


We have too many of theſe va- 
grants,” ſaid Dr. Sourby, © about the coun- 
try. He ſhould de whipped to the next 
pariſh, inſtead of having an aſylum 1 in my 
houſe.” 

«© The weather is too terrible to turn 
out a dog, obſerved Dr. Homily ; © and, 
Sancho, you can keep an eye over him.” 

„ Sir, I am ſure he is honeſt,” ſaid San- 
cho, © from the ſcars in his face. He has 
been in the wars, Sir, till difabled by his 


ind 
Tell him, then, he is heartily wel- 


come to the fire-lide, and a good meal, 


added Dr. Homily. 
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“Ie fays he is an Eugliſuman bred and 
born,” ſaid Sancho. 

« Give him a tankard of ale, or, if he 
prefers it, a dram, and tell him I'll come 
in a little while, and have ſome converſation 
with him.“ 

« I ſee,” ſaid Dr. Sourby, © your princi- 
ples are not very conſiſtent. You ſhut 
your library againſt ſtrange opinions,which 
are very little dangerous, and open your 
door, without much inquiry, to any im- 
poling vagrant.” 

«© The Doctor,“ ſaid Mr. Lumeire, 
« thinks we ought to be very circumſpect 
not to injure others by propagating error, 
but not over-cautious in doing good when 
the opportunity offers.” 

« Maſſa,” ſaid Sancho, * do good to 
poor people firſt, and then reaſon about 
it afterwards.” : 

« His charity,” added Mr. Lumeire, 
often gets the ſtart of his prudence, 
which comes limping behind.” 

* It is therefore no virtue,” ſaid Dr. 

of Ls Sourby, 
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Sourby ; © for every action in life has its 
true meaſure and rule, the tranſgreſſion of 
which 1s vicious. He who gives to the un- 
deſerving robs the poor.” 
« By your way of reaſoning,” rejoined 
Dr. Homily, © he who gives to another 
more than he has a right to claim, 1s as 
bad as he who forcibly, or feloniouſly, 
takes from another the ſame quantum of 
property.” 2 
Jjuſt ſo,“ added Dr. Sourby, © mercy, 
pity, and ſuch language, ſhould be ſtruck 
out of the moral dictionary. There is 


no virtue but juſtice. We are bound 


in all ſituations to do what is right; and 
it is a ſtrict debt, whether it be to relieve 
the poor, or ſettle a juſt account.” 
„ do not like this new-fangled me- 
thod,” replied Dr. Homily, © of dealing 
out benevolence, nicely weighed in drams 
and ſcruples. To excite commiſeration, 
and claim relief, it is ſufficient that the 
unfortunate wretch is a man. Providence, 
in the diſpenſation of its bleſſings, attends 
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BERKELEY HALL. 11 


not to that nice diſcrimination of character 
which you require: in many caſes the 
time does not admit of it. Had I heſitat- 
ed in the preſent inſtance, the poor fellow 


'might have periſhed in the ſtorm before 


rigid prudence had been ſatisfied.” 

« I am convinced that what you, and 
many others,” ſaid Dr. Sourby, * have 
dignified with the name of virtue, is only 
ſplendid weakneſs ; like other impulſes 
and affections of the heart, if not directed 
by prudence, it becomes pernicious. Had 
you ordered this vagrant to priſon, there 
to receive wholeſome correction, it might 
have taught him induſtry for the future, 
have prevented others from the ſame idle 
courſe, the morals of your ſervants, per- 
haps, from being corrupted, or your houſe 


pillaged.“ 


Dr. Sourby was proceeding, when his 
diſcourſe was interrupted by an event, 
which will be related in the next Chapter. 
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III. 


Good unexpected, evil unforeſeen, 
Appear by turns, as Fortune ſhifts the ſcene. 


E i HE ſtorm which drove the poor ſoldier 
into Dr. Homily's hoſpitable man- 


ſion, became, at this time, very alarming. 


Sheets of lightning illumined the horizon. 
The thunder-claps were ſufficiently tre- 
mendous to appal the ſtouteſt boſom. 
Unfortunately a violent ſtroke diſcharged 
itſelf on the roof, paſſed through a 
chamber where the grandſon of Dr. Ho- 
mily flept, and gliding down ſtairs, pene- 
trated through the cellar into the earth, 


filling the houſe with ſmoke and ſulphur. 


'The roof and upper apartments were ſoon 
in a blaze, An univerſal conſternation 
enſued. Dr. Sourby fell flat on his face; 
his knees quivered, and he was unable to 
riſe or articulate. | 

The cry of Fire! rouſed Dr. Homily. 
He ran half diſtracted towards the 


kitchen, 
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BERKELEY HALL. 13 


kitchen, crying, © Save, O ſave my poor 
boy | Tim, I fear, is deſtroyed by the 
ſtorm.” Such was the awfulneſs of the 
flaſhes of lightning, and craſhes of 
thunder, that all ſeemed to have loſt their 
preſence of mind, except the poor ſoldier. 
He advanced with a ſteady ſtep, and firm 
collected countenance, to Dr. Homily, and 
ſaid, © My dear Sir, don't be alarmed— 
ſnew me the chamber where the boy is.“ 
No ſooner was it pointed out to him, than 
he ruſhed up ſtairs, daſhed through the 
flames, brought down little Tim in his 
arms, and preſented him to the old gentle- 
man, who wept for joy: not only fo, but 
his courage and example animated the 
ſervants and others ſo highly, that the fire 
was ſoon extinguiſhed, without doing 
any material injury. 

When every thing was ſafe, Mr. Lu- 
meire and our hoſt returned to the par- 
lour, where they found Dr. Sourby in a 
ſituation very ridiculous for ſo tenacious, 
and ſteady a philoſopher. He had loſt his 
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wig in his diſorder, and crept under the 
table, where his teeth chattered, and limbs 
trembled, at every exploſion of the thunder. 
After cheering the timid Sourby's ſpirits, 
and ſtrengthening his philoſophy with 


ſome brandy, Dr. Homily ſent for the old 


ſoldier into the parlour ; and, having giyen 


hima glaſs and a pipe, the converſation en- 


ſued, which is detailed in the next Chapter. 


CHAP. IV. 
THE BRITISH SOLDIER. 
* 1 HAVE the honour, gentlemen,” 


ſaid the ſoldier, riſing from his 
chair, and placing his right hand on his 


breaſt, © to be born an Eugliſiman, and — 


“ Your country,” ſaid Dr. Homily, © is, 
indeed, an honour to you ; and you are no 
diſgrace to your country. The name of 
Briton is a letter of recommendation in 
every quarter of the globe ; and I, for my 
own part, give every Engliſhman credit 
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for generoſity and honeſty, till I find a 
reaſon to the contrary.” 

« Though I have no cauſe,” ſaid the 
ſoldier, © to boaſt of its juſtice to me ; yet 
I know this, that the more I ſee of other 
countries, the more I am attached to my 
own.” 


« Give me yourhand, my honeſt friend,” - 


ſaid Dr. Homily, ſeating the veteran in 
his chair, and ſtanding on tiptoe to mount 
his hobby-horſe : © though I bear in my 
own boſom the ſcars of the injuſtice of my 
country, or rather of her infatuated rulers, 
her image will never be torn from my 
heart, which has not known peace ſince 
abſent from my native ſhore. Happy 


iſland ! whoſe temperate elime ſeldom 


knows the extremes of heat or cold: 
whoſe fields are covered with the richeſt 
verdure, and the moſt valuable herds and 


flocks : where 'law is the meaſure and 


equal protector of every man's rights, and 
avenger of every man's wrongs : where 
the mind is gratified with the nobleſt 

picture 
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picture of plentv, neatneſs, and content, 
in the numerous order of the induſtrious 
peaſant, labourer, mechanic, and manu— 
facturer, forming the baſe of the pyramid; 
of improvement, elegance, and inde- 
pendence, in the wealthy freeholders, 
whoſe gay villas adorn and dignify the 


face of the country; of a nobility diffuſing 


ſplendour and magnificence; and the 
crown, cementing and protecting every 


part of the political ſtructure. Happy 


iſland ! containing within itſelf every 
bleſſing neceſſary for the real comfort and 
convenience of life : whoſe religion is 
pure with dignity, and free without li- 
centiouſneſs; whoſe commerce embraces 
and civilizes the globe, and whoſe inhabit- 
ants may enjoy, undiſturbed, peace and 
tranquillity, while the world is ſhaken 
with the ſtorms of diſſenſion and war.” 

« My dear Sir,” ſaid Mr. Lumeire, 
te you have driven your hobby-horſe amo! 
out of wind: but we can forgive your zeal 
for a country that is ſo deſerving of it.” 
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This partiality of mankind to their 
native ſoil, ſeems not,” ſaid Dr. Sourby, 
to be in proportion to the excellence of 
their country; but generally the reverſe. 
The Scotch and Swiſs are remarkable for 
this prejudice; and, what is more ſingular, 
the Greenlander who quaffs his whale 
oil in darkneſs halt the year, amid eternal 
ſnows, fickens more than other men, when 
abſent from his native ſhore, though de- 
tamed in the moſt pleaſant and improved 
part of Europe.“ 

«© This I conceive to be,“ ſaid Mr. Lu— 
meire, © a wiſe conſtitution of nature, as, 
by confining men's attachments, talents, 
and purſuits, to particular ſpots, they be- 
come more uſeful to the whole; like the 
diviſion of labour in manufactures, which 
renders the ſeparate parts more complete, 
and thus gives a greater perfection to the 
whole fabric or machine. The powers 
and affections of the mind, like water 
covering an extenſive ſurface, loſe their 
energy and effect, by too much expan- 
ſion.“ 
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«© The prejudice can be ealily ac- 


counted for,” faid Dr. Sourby : © it ariſes 
from an aſſociation of ideas. As youth 
is the moſt cheerful part of life, we at- 


tach to the country itſelf, all the beauties 
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and plcaſures which we enjoyed at that 


agreeable ſeaſon of exiſtence.” 

Catullus has given a beautiful deſcrip- 
tion of the pleaſures of home,” ſaid Dr. 
Homily ; © and to alleviate the pangs of 
abſence, I ſome years ago wrote a little 
piece, repreſenting the emotions which I 
conceived would agitate my mind on a 
return to my native fields.” The company 
wiſhing to hear it, the Doctor read the 
following : 


THE TRAVELLER'S RETURN. 
"4 
HOW ſweet the hour to thoſe who roam, 


When, many a weary wand'ring paſt, 
Their tranquil fields and native home 
Salute their longing eyes at laſt! 


11. 
In yonder lone wood many a ſpring 
I've jocund paſs'd the live-long day— 
The gay birds there have heard me fing, 
As blithe, as innocent as they, 
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111. 
Once more I ſee the well-known green, 


Where flock'd from ſchool the youthful train, 


In frolic looſe, with Laughter's mien, 
And hearts that never dream'd of pain. 
iv. 
Perhaps the trees may yet diſplay 
My Lucy's name in yonder grove : 
'Twas there—may bleſſings crown the day |— 
My bluſhing Lucy bade. me love. 
v. 
And ſee! he comes with eager bound 


My dog his maſter lov'd to greet; 


He wags, he crouches on the ground, 
And fondly licks my duſty feet. 

VI. 
Poor Tray ! how oft with faithful mark 
Haſt thou betray'd the feather'd prey ! 
With ſportive tricks, and wanton bark, 
How oft beguil'd my weary way ! 

Vil, 
But now to pain my pleaſures riſe, 
When near my long-forſaken home, 
J hear the voice of glad ſurpriſe 
Proclaim alcud, He's come! he's come! 


VIII, 
Forth ruſh my raptur'd youthful band, 
Liſp out my name, and claſp my knees, 
And ſmile, and hang upon my hand, 


And pant with rival zeal to pleaſe! 
ix. How 
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IX, 

How ſhall I check the bliſsful tears, 
The tender tumults how control, 
When ſhe my conſort bleſt appears, 
The long-lov'd miſtreſs of my foul? 


X, 
Soft paſſion dims her radiant eyes, 
Her boſom heaves with fond alarms : 
« And is it you, my love !” ſhe cries; 
Then hides her tranſports in my arms. 


Xl, 
How ſweet the hour to thoſe who roa m, 
When, many a weary wand' ring paſt, 
Their tranquil fields and native home 
Salute their longing eyes at laſt ! 


The Doctor here diſmounted his hobby, 


and the ſoldier proceeded in his narra- 


tive, 
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4 CH AF. V 


CcoNrTINVATION OF THE VETERAN'S 
f STORY. 


* * name,” ſaid the ſoldier, © is 
4 James Jarvis, and I was born in 
A | Taunton, Somerſetſhire. I was indebted 
4 to my parents, who were diſſenters, for a 
religious education.“ 

| I « It is a pity,” interrupted Dr. Homily, 
e ſo honeſt a fellow, with ſuch a good na- 
Rural diſpoſition, had not been of the 
eſtabliſhed church: but it was your mif- 
A ortune, not your fault.” 

oF I meant not,” ſaid Jarvis, © to offend 
4 your honour's religion by praiſing my 
own. I have always thought it as diſ- 
Te graceful for a man to quit the religion in 
1 hich he was born and brought up, as 

for a ſoldier to abandon his poſt.” 

= © Then,” ſaid Dr. Sourby, © if you had 


been a Papiſt or Mahometan, you would 
a 


have. 


. 
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have thought it your duty to continue 
ſuch?” | 
« We ſoldiers, gentlemen, have nol 
time for much examination, and mul? 
take up with the religion moſt at band 4 
for us. We want one for immediate 
ſe, and not for argument. I cannot be. 
lieve, at the Ja general muſter aud review ] 
that the great Commander in Chief will 
puniſh an honeſt man that does his duty, 1 
on account of the corps of religion in 8 
which it has pleaſed his providence 10 
enliſt him.” 9 
J hope not,” ſaid Mr. Lumeire ; © 5 


* 
* 
— 
- 
* 
b 


matters not in what lingo our prayers are 
addreſſed to a Being who underſtands} 3 
the language of the heart.” 
Dr. Sourby ſhook his head, and p. f 
Homily was commencing an eulogy on 
the liturgy, but diſmounted his hobby 
immediately, on perceiving the veteran 
waiting to proceed in his narrative. 
« I was engaged all the early part off 
my life in * on a ſmall farm be- 
longing 
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longing to my father, and enjoyed all the - 
ſubſtantial happineſs which ariſes from 
honeſt induſtry, health, plenty, and peace 
of mind. But a ſtorm ſoon ZTucceeded 
this long calm. In one of the attempts 
in favour of the Steuart family, I fol- 
lowed what I thought the call of religion 
and liberty, and with my father and bro- 


$ thers joined againſt the rebels. I fought 


in many of the moſt important battles in 
Scotland, ſhared in the laurels acquired, 
and was generouſly rewarded for my 
ſmall ſervices. When tranquillity was 
reſtored in the kingdom, I retired to a 
ſmall eſtate left me in Ireland ; and, be- 
ing ſkilled in agriculture, ſucceeded ex- 
tremely well, and made a comfortable 
acquiſition of property. I became huſ- 
band to a very excellent woman, and in 
a few years we found ourſelves bleſt 
with ſome ſmiling pledges of affection, 
and the proſpect of a fair reward of our 
induſtry and economy. Happy days! 
never, I fear, will ye again return; when 

| I roſe 
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I roſe with the lark to my matin labours, 2 
whiſtling after the plow, gathering in my 
fragrant hay, or the mellow fruit from 
my loaded trees. The ſmiles of my 
Sally, and the blandiſhments of my little 
ones, welcomed my return from labour. 
The cheerful meal, decent houſe, fond 
intercourſe, and familiar converſe, enli- 
vened my ſpirits, and introduced un- 
broken repoſe, to renew our vigour for 
the taſk of the morrow. *Twas when 
I thought myſelf at the ſummit of feli- 
city, and leaſt in danger of misfortune, 
that the baſe of my proſperity was ſha- 
ken. In my neighbourhood reſided a 
gentleman of education, and remarkably 
affable and engaging manners. His 
name was Dogherty; and, by his ſtyle of 
living and converſation, he ſeemed poſ- 
ſeſſed of an elegant competency. He 
frequently traverſed my land, and 'ad- 
mired my management, paid me many 
compliments, and aſked my advice about 


more 
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more intimate acquaintance, he would 
often oblige me, however unwilling, to 
dine with him, and generally introduced 
me to the company, in a manner like 
this: © This gentleman is my moſt par- 
ticular friend, farmer Jarvis; to whom I 
am indebted for any progreſs in agricul 
ture, which you may diſcern on my 
A lands.“ He would dwell on my honeſty, 
and the generoſity of ſpirit, and liberal 
credit and confidence, which he would 
ſay were characteriſtic of an Eugliſiman. 
Here Dr. Homily gave ſome nods of 
aſſent and approbation. © By theſe at- 
tentions he won, I confeſs, my reſpect 
and warm attachment; and he was fo 
often tendering his ſervices to me, that I 
was diſpoſed to ſerie him as much as I 
could. Accordingly, one day, when he 
had been peculiarly civil, and had puſhed 
his claret freely about, he requeſted me 
and a Mr. Fulmer, whom he had intro- 
duced to me as a gentleman of large pro- 
perty, to accompany him to a ſmall coun- 
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try ſeat which was to be fold in the 
neighbourhood, to have our opinion of its 
value. On our return, we were informed 
of the price, and agreed that it would be 
a deſirable purchaſe. Soon after the owner 
came in, and the bargain was ſettled, that 
Mr. Dogherty was to pay five hundred 
pounds in a week, and give a bond with 
twoadequate joint ſecurities for the remain- 
der. Mr. Fulmer readily offered his ſer— 
vice, when Mr. Dogherty, turning to me, 
obſerved that he had expected his friend 
Durfy on the occaſion, but he would cer- 
tainly prefer me, as it was a mere matter 
of form, and would be diſcharged in a 


few months without any trouble. I rea- 
dily joined in the bond, and would have 


given him credit for twice that ſum. I 


need not mention that the evening was 
paſſed with great glee, and profeſſions of © 
cordiality and gratitude. He ſhook me | 
frequently by the hand, ſaying, © My dear 
Sir, we will paſs many a merry hour in 
Jarvis Hall, for that ſhall be the name 9 
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of the lodge on my ferme ornee“ A 


M-Cormick, of the ſame regiment to 
which I had belonged, paſſed the even- 
ing at my houſe, when the new purchaſe 
4 of our neighbour was diſcuſſed. I dwelt 
» earneftly on the great benevolence and 
condeſcenſion of Mr. Dogherty, and 
his particular friendſhip for my family. 
The old Scotchman ſhrugged up his ſhoul- 
ders, and ſaid, he was almoſt too good- 
natured and complaiſant to be honeſt. 
I requeſted an explanation, and he frank- 
ly told me, © that he had long thought, as 
well as others, that he was too civil to 
me by half: that a gentleman of his edu- 


e cation and faſhion would never court a 
19 perſon's acquaintance, ſo much inferior to 
as him in rank and information, without 


ſome ſiniſter view; and that, as far as he 
could collect, he had no ſolid fund for 
ſupport, but was a mere adventurer who 
lived by his wits.” I was piqued at the 
freedom of theſe obſervations, and re- 

1 marked 


few days after this tranſaction, ſerjeant 
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marked to him, that Mr. Dogherty had 
always ſhewn himſelf a very attentive 
neighbour to me, and ready on all occa- 
ſions to oblige : that however he, the ſer- 
jeant, might ſneer at my education, yet my 
knowledge in agriculture could render 
60 me very uſeful to any gentleman farmer; 
0 ad and it was probably that alone, to which 
1 I was indebted for Mr. Dogherty's ſociety. 
7 do not pretend,“ replied he tartly, to 
ſecond ſight ; but I ſhould not be much 
ſurpriſed to find that Mr. Dogherty thinks 
you may be uſeful to him in other re- 
ſpeQs as well as in farming. 

« This oblique reflection agitated and 
nettled me much. His hints had alarmed 
my fears, and I ſtudiouſly avoided men- 
tioning any thing of the bond, as if al- 
ready aſhamed of my imprudence. Muſ- 
tering up, therefore, as much firmneſs as 
1 could; I perceive, ſerjeant, ſaid I, 

- © you are no friend to Mr. Dogherty, and 
indeed I do not wonder at it. - He has 
treated you with ſo much neglect, and 

| | your 
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your country with ſo much contempt, 
that a ſhyneſs has neceſſarily enſued.” 

« © And he has tickled your vanity ſo 
completely,” ſaid he, and deſcanted fo 
eloquently on the generoſity of the true- 
born Engliſhman, that I fancy you'll 
ſoon be thrown alide, like a well-ſqueezed 
orange.” 

« My wite had heard this converſation, 
with many ſigns of impatience, and could 
not at laſt help breaking forth: © What 
a pity it is, Mr. M*Cormick, that a gen- 
tleman of your knowledge of the world 
ſhould not get the better of envy and 
jealouſy. Becauſe Mr. Dogherty values 
our family, and has my huſband often to 
dine with him, with the beſt gentlefolks, 
and gives you no invitation, you cannot 
bear him, Don't ſtand in other people's 
ſunſhine; he is the beſt natured and moſt 
honeſt perſon in the three kingcoms ; 
he told me himſelf laſt week, that he 
meant to be a parliament man, and that 
he would get a good place at the Caſtle 
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for my ſon Jack, who he ſays is the 
fineſt lad in Ireland. 

« The converſation ran ſome length, 
and we parted with coolneſs ; but though 
I had paſled off the ſerjeant's ſuſpicions 
with ridicule, they made ſuch an im- 
preſſion on my mind, that I had little 
repoſe that night. 

« Twelve months elapſed, after this, 
without any material occurrence : I only 


obſerved, that my worthy friend Mr. 


Dogherty ſeemed more reſerved than be- 
fore; and that though his entertainments 
were more ſplendid and frequent, yet 
not ſo were his civilities and invitations 
to me. To be ſure, wherever he met 
me, he caught me, as uſual, by the hands 


moſt affectionately, with, My dear Sir, 


I am infinitely glad to ſee you. How is 
your charming boy? Well! I have been 
ſo buſy lately, in puſhing my parlia- 
mentary intereſt, that I have been obliged 
to deny myſelf the pleaſure of ſeeing you ; 
but depend on my friendſhip.” He then 
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uſually hurried off, and gave me not, as 
formerly, much of his company and con- 
verſation. I mentioned this to my wite, 
but ſhe attributed it all to the jealouſy of 
the ſerjeant, and aſſured me [ might 
depend on ſeeing our Jacky a great 
man, from the patronage of Mr. Dog- 
herty. 
“This gentleman had for ſome months 
been in England on public buſineſs, as 
his ſervants informed me, when one day 
ſerjeant M*Cormick called at my houſe, 
and inquired of me with orcat earneſt- 
neſs, whether I was any way bound for 
Mr. Dogherty. A pre-ſentiment of what 
was to follow, ſhook my whole frame 
with horror. Why do you aſk? I 
hope he is ſafe ! Is there any danger ?— 
* He has only, ſaid the ſerjeant, taken in 
all his friends, and given leg-bail to his 
creditors. — Then I am undone,” replied 
I, © unleſs Mr. Fulmer ſhould prove truſty, 
and a man of property.'—* He,” ſaid the 
ſerjeant, has turned out to be his jackal!, 
C 4 and 
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and has abſconded, to the ruin of 
many a family.“ My wife coming in, 


and hearing the intelligence, wrung her 
hands, and burſt into a flood of tears. 
"Theſe were ſucceeded by imprecations on 
the heads of the villains. M*Cormick ad- 
viſed me to go off to Taunton, and con- 
ceal myſelt there, until the ſtorm blew 
over. I thought it hard to run from my 
family and home like a felon, on account 
of the perfidy of others; truſting that 


ſome more favourable news might be 
heard of the fugitives, or that Providence 


uid incline the creditors to mercy. 
But my hopes were vain. To be brief on 
ſo melancholy a topic, I was arreſted, 
thrown into priſon, and, after ſome 
months confinement, ſet at liberty, having 
been deprived of my farm, and all my 
ready money, except about five pounds. 
With this and our little wardrobe on our 
backs, we' travelled to Dublin, and took 
paſſage for Briſtol, whence we proceed- 
ed to Taunton, where I was in hopes, 

with 
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with the countenance of my brothers, to 

procure ſome farm, or employment for 

the maintenance of my wife and children. 
Being diſappointed, I left them in the 

care of my relations, and determined to 
go to London, to find out Mr. Dogherty, 
and obtain, if poſſible, ſome reparation for 
my loſs. On my arrival in the metropolis, 
[ learned that he had practiſed the ſame 
legerdemain there, and had gone forth 
into ſome freſh field for adventures. As I 

had divided my little all with my wife, 
my finances ſoon became ſo low, that L 
was under the neceſſity of working as a 
day labourer in the fields, and was almoſt 
driven by deſpair to enter into the land or 
ſea ſervice, when an occurrence prevented 
it, which I ſhall always have cauſe to re- 
member. 
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CHAP. VI. 


VETERAN'S NARRATIVE CONTINUED. 


8 I was near dark one Saturday even- 

ing, when, after a ſevere day's work, 
as I was walking up Fleet Street, near 
Temple Bar, a man paſſed me, and dropt a 
bundle in his flight, juſt under the arch- 
way. I innocently took it up, and ran 
after him, with a view of giving it to 
him, if the owner, or of aſſiſting, if not, 
to apprehend him and ſecure the pro- 
perty : but I had it ſcarcely in my hands 


before I was overtaken by the purſuers, 


who ſeeing me running with the parcel, 
immediately apprehended me as the thief. 
It was in vain that I ſtated my caſe, and 
pleaded for mercy. After a thouſand inju- 


ries and inſults, and the uſual formalities 


of examination, the circumſtances and my 
appearance were ſo ſtrong againſt me, 
that I was thruſt for the night, ints one 
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of thoſe gloomy receptacles provided for 
atrocious felons. © Good God!” ſaid I to 


myſelf, is thy providence itſelf directed 


to my deſtruction? Have I and my 
wretched family been already victims to 
our frankneſs and gratitude; and am [I 
now to ſuffer the puniſhment and infamy 
of violence and robbery, from an inno- 
cent defign to ſerve?” I know not how 
it was, but this laſt reflection on my in- 
nocence ſhed a gleam of comfort through 
my ſoul. After reſigning myſelf to 
the divine will, I paſſed the reſt of the 
night in broken ſlumbers, from which J 
was rouſed by the clanking of the chains 
and blaſphemous vociferations of the fe- 
lons in the neighbouring wards. 

I ſhall paſs over the melancholy detail 
of the hardſhips of a long impriſonment, 
among the moſt abandoned and obdurate 
of our ſpecies, as alſo the recital of the 
minute particulars of my trial : ſuffice it 
to ſay, that I was arraigned at the bar 
for felony, that the fact was proved, of 
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the goods being in my poſſeſſion, and that 
they had been taken, as was ſworn by 
two witneſſes, by me, from the ſhop of a 
goldſmith, and conſiſted of valuable ft 
ver ſpoons and tea-tongs, and other ar- 
ticles to a great amount. It was in vain 
that I brought ſtrong vouchers to my cha- 
rafter for a ſeries of years. The judge 
obſerved to the jury, that character could 
only avail in doubtful caſes, but not 
where the fact was undeniably proved. 
I received the ſentence of death with 
compoſure, from conſcious innocence; 
and felt moſt regret from the dread 
of infamy, and the diſtreſs of my poor 
family. M*Cormick, who had come 
from Ireland, with the warmth of true 
friendſhip, to ſpeak to my character, was 
my conſtant companion in priſon, aiding 
me with the inſtructions and prayers of a 
chriſtian, and the manly firmneſs of the 
ſoldier. The night preceding the morn 
deſtined for my execution, was far ad- 
vanced in theſe exerciſes, when my 

friend 
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friend gave me his laſt embrace. Cou- 
rage!“ ſaid he, hiding a tear: a man 
who dies innocently, dies without real 
diſgrace, and will meet that juſtice here- 
after, which human blindneſs often re- 
3 fuſes here.“ | 

. = « I ſqueezed his hand, and deſired him 
d FJ to aſſure my dear Sally and children, that 


=__ 


my laſt prayers. * Take this ring, my 
good friend, and theſe two remaining 
guineas, and tell them they were all that 


Convince them of my innocence, and that 
3 TI felt no other diſtreſs on this occaſion, 
> XZ than the fear that they might partake in 
the diſgrace and misfortunes of their un- 
happy father.“ At this moment, I confeſs 

my heart was burſting with anguiſh.” 
He was here interrupted by an eja- 
culation from Sancho, who ſtood ſob- 
bing behind his maſter's chair“ Hea- 
ven above haye mercy on you ; my heart 
| bleeds 


I died happy, and remembered them in 


remained of the wreck of my property. 
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bleeds for you! Had I been the thief, I 
would have—” 
* What would you have ene! “ ſaid 
3 Homily. 
IT would have gone to the e priſon, 

and ſaid, Maſſa judee, ſoldier man is inno- 
cent, and me the thief : let him go, and 
hang Sancho in his ſtead.” 4 
_ « You are too honeſt a fellow,” ſaid the & 
ſoldier, ſhaking his hand, © ever to be put [+ 
to ſuch a trial.” — 
Had I been one of the jury,” ſaid 
Dr. Homily, "I would have recommendes 
you to mercy.” 
The jury only did their duty,” ſaid 
Dr. Sourby, © from the evidence before 
them. The laws muſt be executed ſtrictly, 
or there would be no ſafety in ſociety.” 
But,“ ſaid Mr. Lumeire, © according 
to the good old Engliſh maxim, Judges 
ſhould always incline to the merciful 
fide,” 
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CHAP. VII. 


THE CONVERSATION CONTINUED; OR 
THE ITCH OF STORY-TELLING. 


8 MELANCHOLY inſtance this,“ 
2 > ſaid Dr. Homily, © of the narrow- 
*Fneſs of the human mind, and the fallibi- 
A lity of apparently the wiſeſt of our judi- 
XX cial deciſions, as well as a ſtriking proof, 
4 with numerous caſes of the ſame ſort, of 
4 the moral certainty of a future ſtate of 
IT retribution.” | 

A very remarkable incident like 
this,“ ſaid Mr. Lumeire, occurred in 
the city of London. A widow woman 
X with a ſmall fortune, was found murdered 
in her bed, about twelve o'clock one 
night, in a houſe in Wapping. Her niece, 
and a young man who courted her, were 
We arreſted and tried on ſuſpicion. It ap- 
WT peared that her dependence was entirely 
on the aunt, who was averſe to the 
match, and that, on her death, the whole 
f property 
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property would deſcend to the niece. This 
was a probable motive. The watchman 


ſwore that they called him into the houſe, 7 


and gave the alarm of murder, that they 


confeſſed they had never quitted the room, 


and ſaw no one enter or retreat. Now 
as the only ſtair-caſe leading to the aunt's 
room, landed in that where they were 
ſitting, and on examination no lock was 
broke, nor money maſling, theſe, with the 
foregoing circumſtances, led the judge 
and jury to find them guilty, and they 
were accordingly executed, declaring 
they were innocent to the laſt; and ſo 
indeed they were found to have been : 
for a man who was about to be exe- 


cuted, ſome years afterwards, for a 


theft, confeſſed that nothing lay more 
heavy on his mind, than their unjuſt 
death, as he was himſelf the aſſaſſin. 
He was by trade a cobler, and ſitting in 
his room, had often ſeen the old woman 
at night, counting her money, which 
led him to form a plan to rob her, by 

placing 
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placing his bench acroſs on the pent- 
houſes, from each fide of the way, 


which was very narrow. He had thus 


effected an entrance through her window, 
when, on preparing to empty her pockets 
and the drawers, ſhe awoke, and tried 
to alarm the houſe. On this, he ſtopt 
her breath, and deſtroyed her, to prevent 


detection; but before he could ſecure his 


booty, he heard a noiſe below, which 
cauſed him to retreat, and leave his bu- 
ſineſs unfiniſhed. Thus he proved fatal 
to three innocent perſons.” 

KA learned judge, I remember,” ſaid 


Dr. Sourby, © remarked in his charge, 


that a gentleman in Yorkſhire loſt his 
life through a ſimilar unlucky combina- 
tion of circumſtances. His niece was 


miſſing for ſome time, and he was ac- 
cuſed and tried for her murder. The 
evidence againſt him was, that he was 
her guardian, and held a conſiderable 
property in truſt for her; that he had 
treated her with great ſeverity; and that 
| ſhe 
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ſhe had appeared for ſome time very me- 
lancholy and frequently in tears; in par- 
ticular, that ſhe was laſt ſeen with her 
uncle, the day before ſhe diſappeared, 
walking-in a grove, and was overheard 
to exclaim, Dear uncle, do not Kill 
me,*gr words to that effect. As he 
could give no account of her, and ſhe was 
conſidered as dead, he was found guilty 
and executed; but a few years after- 
wards, to the aſtoniſhment of the neigh- 
bourhood, ſhe appeared, and related, that 
the cauſe of her difference with her un- 
cle was his preſſing her to marry a per- 
{on very diſagrecable to her: that he had 
been particularly earneſt at the time al- 
luded to, in his injunctions ; and that ſhe 
had declared that ſhe would ſooner die 
than ſubmit; that the had accordingly 
cloped that night with her lover, and 
gone off in a veſſel which he com- 
manded, immediately to the Weſt Indies, 
and heard of her uncle's fate before ſhe 
was apprized of his danger. The learned 

Judge 
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Judge remarked on this caſe, that a jury 
Pught to be fully ſatisfied of the death of 
& perſon, before they tried another as his 
1rderer.” 

« The inſtance,” obſerved Mr. Lumeire, 
X of Spencer Cowper, a counſellor, and 
Jafterwards lord chancellor, is in point 
ith the caſes produced ; though he 
eſcaped by dint of abilities, character, 
and a very critical examination of the 


circuits to Sarah Stout, a beautiful young 
Quaker, and a warm correſpondence had 
been kept up between them, in which 
ſhe preſſed for marriage, and he evaded 
it. On the day before the fatal event, he 
told a gentleman his companion, as be 
rode towards the town where ſhe reſided, 
that Sarah Stout's buſineſs ſhould that 
night be done; and he was ſeen late and 
laſt with her, by the maid, walking toges 
ther in a lane, in warm altercation, and 
ſhe in tears and great diſtreſs. Her body 
was found next morning, lifeleſs in a 
mill- 


cauſe. He had paid his addreſſes on his 
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mill pond. The coroner's inqueſt, on the 


opinion of ſurgeons, who found little 


water in her cheſt, and livid marks on 


her neck, gave a verdict of wilful mur- 
der; and Mr. Cowper was brought to 
trial, on the grounds before cited. He 


pleaded his own cauſe with great elo— 


quence; had the opinion of ſome of the : 
ableſt ſurgeons in London, who aſſerted, | 
that a perſon wiſhing to deſtroy herſelf, | 


might have been ſuffocated with no 
larger a quantity of water, and that the 


livid marks on her neck were occaſioned 
by its frictien on a board in the mill- 


pond, acroſs which it was found. He 


argued, that he intended by what he had | 


ſaid, only that he expected to ſeduce her 
that night, as he could not, if he had meant 


to deſtroy her, be ſuppoſed to have inti- | 


mated it: that it was his attempt to de- 
lude her, and her claiming marriage, that 
occafioned her tears, and probably her 
ſuicide: and that he could not be guilty, 
he fortunately proved, by the maid's evi- 
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dence of the hour when ſhe heard them 
together, and that of the people of the 
inn, of the preciſe time when he came 
in; which he could not have done, in 
much more than that given time, if he 
had gone with her to the mill-dam. He 
was honourably acquitted, and ever after 
was cautious himſelf, and recommended 
oreat caution to others, in deciding the 
guilt of criminals on circumſtantial evi- 
dence,” | 

The itch of anecdote and diſputa- 
tion would have engroſſed the company's 
attention until morning, had not the old 
ſoldier wiſhed to retire to repoſe ; but he 
was prevailed upon to proceed, by a pro- 
miſe, that no digreſſion or interruption 
ſhould impede the progreſs of his narra- 
tive, 


— — — — — — — 1 
2 166 * 
— — — CS py — - 
EY er CE Er ene _ ——_—————_— — — ous 


. 

nl 
- 

{ 
W 4 
17 
* 


to tranſportation.“ 


46 BERKELKY HALL. 


CHAT. VIII. 


DANGER AND ESCAPE OF THE SOLDIER.N 


1 „ M Cormick had given] 
me his laſt adieu, and turned aſide 
his head, to hide the tears which ſuffuſed 
his eyes, and my ſwelling heart was la. 
bouring under almoſt inſupportable agony, 
when the bars of my prifon rattled, the 
door opened haſtily, and the te 
ruſhed in to us, exclaiming, Joy! Joy | 
a reprieve ! a reprieve! This ſudden || 
reverſe of fortune rendered me for ſome 
moments ſpeechleſs, and you may judge 
of my tranſports, on learning that the 
royal clemency had been enden to me, it 
and my puniſhment changed from death i 


« Ah!” ſaid Dr. Homily, © monarchies ; | 
are much more humane than republics; b 
and I know not in what our Britilh | 
kings more reſemble the Divinity, than 
in the diſpoſition and power to pardon.” 
Dr. 


r 
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Dr. Sourby's face loured with a cloud 
of diſputative matter, ready to break on 
the company; but Mr. Lumeire laying 
his finger on his mouth, ſilence enſued, 
and the veteran proceeded. 

After a moſt fervent effuſion of gratitude 
to Heaven, we ordered a ſmall regale, in 
which the keeper partook with us; and 
we parted late, after much cheertulneſs 
and affectionate emotion. I then felt, that 
the higheſt human joys, as well as pains, 
ariſe chiefly from contfaſt; for the very 
removal of the prefſure of anguiſh 
under which I had laboured, made me 
inſenfible to what I had before deemed 
misfortunes, and gave my heart greater 
lightneſs and exultation than the moſt 
deſirable pleaſures would have yielded 
on any ordinary occaſion. My friend 
M*Cormick informed me, the next day, 
that he had written to my wife and 
friends, and would do all in his power to 
conſole her; and it I found the place 
of my exile comfortable, to procure her 
and 
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and my children a paſſage to it. I parted 
from this ſteady friend a few weeks after, 


and ſet ſail, with many others, for Ame- 


rica. Nothing occurred in the voyage 


worthy remark, only the great ſorrow and 
reluctance which ſuch of us as were con- 
victs expreſſed, at being conveyed to the 
new world, and the joy and eager hope 
of thoſe who had embarked for it as 
adventurers: but time ſoon abated the 
ardour of their expectations, and the ſe- 
verity of our ſorrow. On our arrival in 
Cheſapeak Bay, after a paſſage of eight 
weeks, we were landed, and ſold, as in- 
dented ſervants, to the planters. It was 


in ſpring, and we were clothed by our 


maſters in frocks and trowzers of Oſna- 
burgh, and ſent on their corn and tobacco 
lands. The magnificence of the ſcenery, 
and the love of novelty, prevented us from 
feeling, at firſt, much anxiety in our ſitua- 
tion. My long habits of induſtry, and 
knowledge of farming, made me very 
acceptable to my employers; while the 

Con- 
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condition of thoſe who had been accuſ- 
tomed to idleneſs, and never acquainted 
with any uſeful art, was truly contempt- 
ible and miſerable. Among other com- 
panions of my toil and ſervitude, was a 
young man about twenty-three : he was 
of a very delicate frame, unuſed to, and 
entirely unfit for hard labour. As from 
his manners and converſation he ſeemed 
to bea gentleman, I pitied much his ſevere 
lot, and aſſiſted him in his weak and 
awkward attempts.—This brought on a 
friendſhip, and we paſſed much of our 
leiſure hours together; in which he in— 
tormed me his name was Dutton, that he 
had been educated at Cambridge, but by 
extravgant connexions had expended all 
his fortune in a few years ; that he con- 
cealed his approaching diſtreſs from all 
his friends, living with his uſual ſplendour 
to the laſt, when, with only a few guineas, , 
he had taken his paſſage for Virginia, 
and, on his arrival, was ſold as an in- 
dented ſervant, to defray the expence 
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of his paſſage. I endeayoured to diſpel 
his melancholy; and with difficulty per- 
ſuaded him not to ſink under his calami- 
ties. We were one day employed in fell- 
ing ſome timber, near a high road, when 
two gentlemen. riding near, and ſeeing 
the tree ready to fall, and my companion 
ſtanding in a poſition of the moſt immi- 
nent danger, called out to him to take 
care of himſelf—and then reprehended 
him, as either being ignorant of his buſt- 
neſs, or careleſs of his life. Mr. Dutton 
anſwered (as I learnt afterwards) in La- 
tin, that death would be his beſt friend 
and deliverer. This, and his manner of 
addreſs, led the ſtrangers (who were 
clergymen) to accoſt him in that lan- 
guage, in which he acquitted himſelf ſo 
well, that they inquired the particulars 
of his education ; when, by a fortunate 
concurrence, Mr. Cookſon recolletted to 
have known him at Cambridge, and his 
great character as a ſcholar. In fhort» 
theſe worthy gentlemen purchaſed Mr: 
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Dutton's liberty, and eſtabliſhed him, as 
a ſchoolmaſter, in one of the colonies; 
where he married well, and, in a few years, 
took orders, and was appointed a miſſion- 
ary from the Society for propagating the 
Goſpel. He did not forget me in his pro- 
ſperity ; but advanced himſelf, and collect- 
ed from his friends, a ſufficient ſum to pur- 
chaſe my freedom, 

I continued ſome years to labour as 
I could obtain employ with different 


farmers; and at laſt was invited by 


Mr. Dutton to come to New York, in 
hopes of procuring ſome farm in his neigh- 
bourhood, and being able to ſend for my 
family, to whom 1 had remitted all I 
could ſpare. That worthy friend gave 
me letters and monev, to carry me to 
Wyoming, a ſettlement on the frontier of 
Pennſylvania. I took my paſſage in a boat 
for Amboy. We had already quitted the 
wharf, and were got under way, when we 
were hailed by a perſon from the ſhore, 
who inſiſted on being taken aboard. 
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Many of us complained of the delay, 
but he commanded the maſter with ſuch 


authority and imprecations, that he 
_ obeyed, and we were detained half an 


hour in taking him in, with his lady, a 
black ſervant, and a curricle and pair of 
horſes. 

* This haughty Carolina planter was 
dreſſed with laced waiſtcoat and hat, 
ſcarlet coat, boots, and had a whip in his 
hand, which he laid ſeverely over the 
\houlders of his black fellow, for not uſing 
more expedition than was in his power. 

*« Theſe petty great men in this country, 
you muſt have obſerved, are prouder 
baſhaws and tyrants than any of the no- 
bleſſe in Europe. He eyed us all with a 
look of ineffable contempt ; and as we 
proceeded in our paſſage, frequently made 
the captain alter his courſe, at his plea- 


ſure. Another ſloop was failing in com- 


pany, and a trial of ſwiftneſs enſued. In 
vain we proteſted againſt carrying ſo 
much ſail, as the wind was high and 

| ſqually: 
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ſqually: he ſwore we could and ſhould 
beat the other. Soon after which, a very 
ſudden blaſt overwhelmed the ſloop, and 
the paſſengers either ſunk with her, or 
were left ſtruggling on the waves. The 
other ſloop had, by this, got at too great 
a diſtance to afford any relief. Out of 

twelve paſſengers, men and women, only 
four remained, in a few minutes, on the 
furface ; the captain, the Carolinian, the 
black, and myſelf, who luckily had got 
poſſeſhon of the oars. As the tide made 
towards Staten Iſland, we floated on it for 
many miles, and had been two hours, at 
leaſt, in the water, when we got within 
an hundred yards of the ſhore, about a 
mile from the Narrows. Though nearly 
exhauſted, we now ſtrained every nerve. 
At length the gentleman cried out, My 
ſpur 1s entangled in my great-coat. For 
God's ſake, give me ſome afliſtance, or I 
muſt inevitably periſh” We were too 
feeble, and afraid of him, to venture 
near, when, to our great ſurpriſe, his 
black, who was an excellent ſwimmer, 
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went to his aſſiſtance. He Jabourcd, 
but in vain, to difengage him; and his 
maſter, at Jaſt, feized the poor fellow 
by his neck, and quitted his oar. 'Twiee 
did this faithful domeſtic fink with him, 
and bear him up again on his back : but 
the third time, they diſappeared, to riſe 
no more | 

“The captain and I foon after reached 
the ſhore, but ſo fuint, that, after walking 
up a few paces, we fat down on the 
ſand, to recover ourſelves. The captain 
finding me unable to proceed, agreed 
to go to the firſt houſe, and procure 
aſſiſtance. 1 now found myſelf once more 
deſtitute of all property, except a few 
ſlillings in my pocket, as my cheſt went 
with the ſloop to the bottom. Overcome 
with fatigue, and the heat of the ſun, I 
at laſt fell into a ſwoon ; in which I lay, 
till, on recovering my ſenſes, I ſaw myſelf 
ſurrounded by a crowd, ſome of whom 
were chafing my limbs, and others put- 
ting hartſhorn to my noſe and temples. 


« After 
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After a hearty dram, ſome blacks con- 
veyed me to a neat country farm-houſe, 
where we were well regaled, and as night 
advanced, a bed was aſſigned to each of us. 
When we were well recovered, the maſter 
of the houſe came in, to inquire the par- 
ticulars of our adventure. On his ap— 
proach I was much agitated, by a counte- 
nance which appeared familiar to me; 
but on his addrefling us, judge of my 
aſtoniſhment when I found it was Mr, 
Dogherty himſelf, I exclaimed, © Good 
God! is it your” He turned pale at 
a well-known voice, but did not per- 
fectly recognize, at firſt, a face ſo much 
altered by time and misfortune. A 
few moments convinced him; and with 
great confuſion, he immediately deſired me 
to follow him into the next room. He then 
conjured me not to betray him : declared 
that he had repented moſt ſeverely the 
injury he had done me, and often wiſhed 
to have an opportunity of repairing my 
loſſes. He now bleſſed Heaven for throw- 
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ing me in his way. I was going to ſpurn 
the traitor from me; but a recollection of 
the hoſpitality which he had juſt exer- 
cifed to us, foftened my heart; and I 
aſſured him, he might depend on my 
ſecrecy reſpecting his cluaratter. He had 
married a widow of ſome little property, 
had taken the name of Martin, poſ- 
ſeſſed a farm on the iſland, and employed 
a ſloop in trade to the Weſt Indies. He 
entertained us; indeed, with great kind- 
neſs; ſupplied me with clothes, linen, 
and a trunk, and gave me twenty pounds 
in hand, with a promiſe that he would 
advance the remainder as he was able. 


« ] proceeded, after this, to Wyoming; 
and in a few years, from what I ſaved, and 


the payments of Mr. Martin, became 
proprietor of a ſmall farm there. I re- 
mitted laſt year, to my wife, ſufficient 
money to pay the paſſage of our family 
to New York; expecting that J ſhould 
be able to give them a happier meeting 
than I can at preſent. You know, gentle» 

men, 
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men, the conteſt between the province of 
New Hampſhire and Pennſylvania, re- 
ſpecting the lands of Wyoming, each 
claiming them as its property, and under 
its juriſdiction, and ſtriving to maintain 
its right by force. Since my letter to my 
family, in a late irruption of the people 
of New Hampſhire, they ſeized our cattle, - 
carried away our corn, furniture, effects, 
and many of our wretched inhabitants 
priſoners. In this cataſtrophe I am again 
reduced to difhculties ; but, thank God, 


the land cannot be carried away, and I 


have heard of the ſafe arrival of my dear 
Sally and children at New York, and am 
now going to meet them, not doubting 
but the bleſſing of Heaven will conduct 
us out of this, as well as former dif- 
treſſes. I carry my whole fortune on my 
back; and my old fiddle has paid the 
expences of my journey.” 
Here ended the ſoldier; Dr. Ho- 
mily, embracmg him, promiſed to be 
his friend ; and Mr. Lumeire propoſed, 
D 5 | that, 
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that, as he would go the next day to New 
York, the ſo!dierthould have a place with 
him in his one-horſe chair. | 

Theſe preliminaries being adjuſted, and 
night almoſt ſpent, the company agreed to 
retire to their beds ; where we ſhall leave 
them, and preſent the reader with the in- 
formation contained in ſome of the ſub- 
ſequent Chapters. 


CHAP. IX. 


CHARACTER OF DR. HOMILY AND 
HIS FRIENDS, 


17 is sbigh time that we make our readers 
better acquainted with the maſter of 
the houſe. Many are of opinion, that 
Homily was not his real name, but 
aſſumed by him for concealment. He 
was undoubtedly of a reſpe able family 
in Lancaſhire, where he once held con- 
ſiderable preferment in the church; but 
abandoned it and his country, on account 
of 
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of his principles, which would not per- 
mit him to take the oaths required at 
the Revolution. To be plain, his father 
had been a rigid. nonjuror; and if 
report err not, derived full epiſcopal 
authority from Archbiſhop Sancroft ; and 
the ſon (our worthy hoſt) had ſimilar 
powers and principles. He was a zeal 
ous advocate for jure divino, and the 
indefeafſible and unbroken ſucceſſion of 
biſhops and kings; and lamented greatly 
the decay of primitive diſcipline, and of 
the magnificence and ſolemnity of public 
worſhip. Biſhop Laud's memory was dear 
to him, as well as that of the five biſhops ; 
and he never omitted a ſtrict obſervance 
of the faſts and feſtivals, particularly the 
martyrdom of King Charles, and the re- 
Roration of his ſon. He had a particular 
fondneſs for Hooker's Eccleſiaſtical Polity, 
Thomas a Kempis, Stanhope, Nelſon, 
the Snake in the Graſs, and Butler's 
Hudibras. Though he did not approve 
of the goyernment, his implicit belief of 
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the indiſpenſable duty of paſſive obedi- 
ence and non: reſiſtance would not per- 


mit his conſpiring againſt its peace. In 


ſpite of his voluntary exile, he was a true- 
born Engliſhman, and thought nothing 
comparable to England, or to its ſoil, pro- 


ductions, conſtitution, or whatever be- 


longed to it. His furniture, clothes, beer, 
ſalt-beef, and potatoes, his cheeſe, and 
coals, nay even his tobacco and pipes, 
were imported from England. His pic- 
tures conſiſted of the portraits of the 
Charles's, Laud, Strafford, the five Biſhops, 
Lord Clarendon, and the Duke of Mont- 
roſe; Biſhops Atterbury and Berkeley; and 
of views of London and Weſtminſter, Ox- 
ford, Mancheſter, and other capital cities 
and towns of England; with the moſt beau- 
tiful Britiſh landſcapes, and plates of the 
ancient colleges, cathedrals, and churches, 

His figure was tall and majeſtic ; his 
features ſtrong and impreſſive; with a ſo- 
lemnity inſpiring reſpect, and a mildneſs 


attracting regard. In his early years he 


had 
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dad applied himſelf cloſely to ſtudy, 
particularly of the Fathers; and though 
of the moſt pacific temper, delighted in 
argument, always maintained the old 
grounds, and ſet his face violently againſt 
innovations. On theſe occaſions, he 
would ſupport his political and eccleſi- 
aſtical ſyſtems, with ſuch pertinacity, and 
inveigh. ſo. ſeverely againſt ſectarians and 
revolutioniſts, that a ſtranger would have 
believed that he would, if he could, have 
exterminated them all without mercy. 
Yet ſo gentle, and full of benignity, was 
his heart, that he could not ſee @ ſparrow 
fall to the ground, without pity. He was a 
great obſerver of decorum in his manner 
and dreſs : he ſcarcely ever appeared in 
company without his robes, and a re- 
ſpectable wig ; and even his undreſs was 
a blue morning gown, and black velvet 
cap and flippers. 

He had. been ſo fortunate, as to bring 
with him to America, from the ſale 
of his paternal eſtate, property enough 

to 
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Wi to purchaſe him lands in New Jerſey, to 
1 the value of five hundred pounds per an- 
1 num. Berkeley Hall, his manſion, was 
= ſituated on the fide of a verdant hill, 


covered with his orchards of apples, 
pears, peaches, and other fruits, which 
grew, as ſtandards, to the greateſt per- 
tection. The trees formed a creſcent ; 
and at about two hundred yards diftant 
from the middle of it, his houſe ſtood 
ſurrounded by a garden adorned with 
clumps of evergreens, and banks of flowers. 
In the front of it, appeared a ſmall lake, 
ſupplied with water from a rivulet, 
which, falling in caſcades from the moun- 
tains behind the houſe, glided in a full 
ferpentine ſtream through the orchards, 
and after meandering through the garden, 
formed a beautiful expanſe of water be- 
fore the houſe; it then joined a large 
river, emptying itſelf into the bay of New 
Vork, which exhibited from the windows 

a moſt delicious proſpect of groteſque 

- iflands, ſhips and boats failing, and 
1 the 
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the fort and city at a conſiderable diſ- 

tance. | 
Behind the verdant and gently ſwelling 
boſom of the hill, whoſe ſides were covered 
with the orchards, ſome rugged mountains 
aſcended to the clouds, projecting in aw- 
ful clifls, interſperſed with foreſts of va- 
rious ſpecies of trees, which had grown 
unmoleſted from the creation—oaks, firs, 
cedars, maples, wild vines, and crabs, the 
ſpacious flowering tulip-tree, and the fra- 
grant magnolia. At the ſummit of the 
hill, near where the rugged ſcenery com- 
menced, towered in the centre the Doc- 
tor's favourite tulip-tree, whoſe” branches 
might eal:ly have ſheltered five hundred 
perſons from the ſun or rain. Beneath 
this, he had placed ſeats, and at a ſmall 
diſtance around it, the moſt beautiful 
evergreens, and odoriferous trees and 
ſhrubs. Here, ſometimes, in ſummer, he 
would paſs the afternoon with his family 
and friends, commanding, at pleaſure, ei- 
ther 
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ther the ſweeteſt view of rural ſimplicity 
and elegance, or of the vaſt, tremendous, 
and ſublime. The houſe was ſquare, of 
ſtone, two ſtories high, with four rooms on 
each floor ; one of which, looking inte the 
garden and orchards, was the Doctor's 

ſtudy. | 
Ihe rugged mountains he whimkcally 
called Skiddaw, Pendle,and Ingleborough; 
the hill, Richmond; the garden, Kew; 
and the river, Iſis: the houſe he ho- 
noured with the name of Berkeley Hall, in 
memory of his venerable friend, the Biſhop 
of Cloyne, who had paſſed ſome time 
with him when he viſited America. As 
the deareſt companions in his pleaſures 
and pains, our hoſt had brought with him 
an amiable conſort, and one daughter, 
the delight and ſtaff of her parents. But 
it may be no more than a juſt compliment 


to the lady, to reſerve a deſcription of her 
till the next Chapter, 
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CHAP. X. 


SKETCH OF MATILDA, THE DOCTOR'S 
| DAUGHTER. 


\ /[ATILDA Homily was ſixteen when 
her father ſettled in America. Her 
ſtature was above the middle ſize, and 
ſhe poſſeſſed all the beautiful contour and 
ruddineſs of perfect health. Her coun- 
tenance beamed ſweetneſs, and her ſoft 
and plaintive eyes kindled almoſt the 
ſame ſenſibility in all beholders, which 
they languiſhingly expreſſed. She was, 
in ſhort, one of thoſe beauties which ra- 
ther attach than ſurpriſe, which excite 
tenderneſs more than admiration ; and in 
reality, her face was the true index of 
her gentle breaſt ; which the ſigh of the 
unfortunate never failed to agitate, and 
which throbbed with the lighteſt appre- 
henſion of giving the leaſt pain or inter- 

ruption to the pleaſures of others. 
She 


_ : 
- ——— — 


66 "BERKELEY HALL, 


She was formed for a milder {ſphere 
than this: for as the ſenſitive plant ſhrinks 
at the touch, ſo the vibrated, and recoiled, 
at the leaſt approach of rudeneſs, indeli- 
cacy, or diſhonour. No one was more 
attentive to the wiſhes of her compa- 
nions, or more watchful to hide any fu- 
periority of knowledge, or excellence, 
which might pain. Her genius was good; 
and her mother, who had enjoyed the firft 
opportunities of education in England, 


ſpared no pains in embelliſhing the mind 


of her daughter with every uſeful and 
graceful attainment. Her taſte and exe- 
cution in muſic had been under the di- 
rection of the ableſt maſters ; and ſhe had 
improved her poetical talents, which were 
brilliant and uncommon, by a familiarity 
with the beſt ancient and moderm per- 


formances. 


On the death of her mother, which 
occurred a few years after their arri- 
val, her father's affection was concen- 
trated in Matilda, and ſhe was the con- 

ſtant 
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ſtant companion of his amuſements and 
ſtudies. By theſe means ſhe acquired a 
competent knowledge of the Greek, La- 
tin, and French; and in the long winter 
evenings would read, while the ald gen- 
tleman ſmoked his pipe, or amuſe him 
with ſome ſeleEt pieces on her harpfi- 
chord. In the warm ſeaſons ſhe afliſted 
in planning and ornamenting their gar- 
den and ſhrubberies. Their orchards ſup- 
plied them with the beſt cider and the 
moſt delicious fruits. The ſides of the 
neighbouring hills were overgrown with 
wild ftrawberries, raſpberries, grapes, 
plums, and blackberries. Melons of 
every deſcription throve in luxuriant 
patches, in the open fields adjoining to 

their orchard. | 
Here their days might have glided 
away in ſweet tranquillity and oblivion 
of care, had not their ſtrong attachment 
to their native country, and the -re- 
membrance of their dear friends and 
relatives left behind, embittered their 
pleaſures, and tinctured their minds with 
melan 
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melancholy. They would often forget to- 
gether the feaſt of happineſs which na» 
ture ſpread before them, and derive greater 
tranſport from the imaginary proſpect 
of one day landing again in England, re- 
covering their paternal eſtates, and paſl- 
ing the evening of their days in the eir- 

cle of their old neighbours and friends. 
Not that they were deſtitute of agreea- 
ble ſociety and friendly attachments where 
they reſided, Mr. Lumeire, whom we 
bave already mentioned, was a great fa- 
vourite of our family. He was a native 
of Tewkſbury, had acquired a compe- 
tent fortune by trade, and reſided at 
New Vork, where the Doctor and his 
daughter often paſſed ſome weeks in 
winter, with him and his amiable Fran- 
ces; who was a lady of the mildeſt man- 
ners and moſt hoſpitable diſpoſition. They 
would, in return, ſpend ſome time in 
fummer at Berkeley Hall, as the ſeat of 
the Doctor was called. Mr. Lumeire 
was a man of ſtrong common ſenſe, and 
great acquaintance with the world.. He 
was 
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was ſkilled in commerce, and thought 
the character and employment of the in- 
duſtrious merchant, the moſt uſeful and 
honourable in ſociety. Our family had 
alſo. many other reſpectable friends, inter- 
ſperſed in the country, whom religious 
perſecution or misfortunes had driven 
from England, to ſeek an aſylum in the 
new world. Their common lot and com- 
mon feelings attached ſuch emigrants to 
each other as friends and brethren. | 

Dr. Sourby's acquaintance was courted 
more for amuſement than affection. He 
was tutor at a neighbouring academy, 
and had been graduated doctor of laws 
at Glaſgow. He was a good ſcholar, but 
tond of novelty and ſingularity in his 
opinions, which he defended with uncon- 
querable zeal. His political liberty bor- 
dered on licentiouſneſs and anarchy ; and 
his religion was latitudinarian, fluctuat- 
ing, and ſpeculative, 


Thus 
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ied | Thus we have given the reader a brief 
1 ſketch of the family and ſociety at Berke- 
ley Hall. 

' WFP PRI RP I A SAN 

CHAP x1. 
PITY MELTS THE MIND TO LOVE, 

ATILDA had now reached her 


eighteenth year, and was as much 
* ut * . * 0 
8 | eſteemed for her virtues, as admired for 
1... 
| 
| 


her beauty and accompliſhments. She 
had rejected ſome flattering offers of gen- 
tlemen of the firſt conſequence in the 
country, and preferred the ſociety of her 
father, and the innocent amuſements of 
[| Berkeley Hall, to the ſplendour of the 
i gayeſt circles. 
WW -. About this time, an Engliſh regi- 
| ment was quartered at New York. 
One of the officers, a Captain Tickle, | 
obtained leave of abſence, and reſid- 
ed for his health in New Jerſey. 
Though his company was much courted 

| by 
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by the neighbouring gentlemen, he avoided 
all intercourſe, and ſeemed devoted to 
meditation and melancholy. He was 
about twenty-five years of age, of a gen- 
teel and winning figure, but with a coun- 
tenance indicating delicacy approaching 
to weakneſs, or the effect of ſecluſion or 
misfortune. He ſpent. moſt of his time 
in reading, and was frequently ſeen with 
a book in his hand paſſing by Berkeley 
Hall, m his walks to the neighbouring 
village. He ſoon became noticed for his 
peculiarities, and was the ſubject of 
much curioſity and converſation. His at- 
tendance at church was extremely re- 
gular, and his devotion marked and ex- 
emplary. As he could not avoid all en- 
gagements, he became gradually intimate 
with many families, who found all their 
attempts to diſpel his melancholy fruit- 
leſs.” Though he would occaſionally 
launch into diſcourſe, and diſcovered a 
mind well ftored with polite knowledge, 
and the moſt infmuating eloquence, yet 

he 


* 
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he generally ſoon drooped into a reverie 
and ſadneſs, from which all his efforts and 


thoſe of the company ſeemed unable to 


diſengage him. The name of the melan- 
choly gentleman had been frequently men- 
tioned at Berkeley Hall. He had alſo 
often engaged the attention of the family, 
by his grave and penſive demeanour at 


church and in his rambles. The Doctor 


and his daughter were one day dining at 
a neighbouring friend's, when Captain 
Tickle was introduced. On account of his 
ſuppoſed misfortunes, very extraordinary 
attention was paid to him by all the com- 
pany. He was obſerved to liſten very 
reſpectfully to the Doctor's diſcourſe, and 
to expreſs much reverence for his opi- 
nions and obſervations. On parting, - he 
declared to the company, that he had 
never paſſed a more agreeable day ſince 


he quitted England. Dr. Homily was 


alſo much pleaſed with the flattering ef- 


fect of his converſation on the ſtranger, 
and gave him a general invitation to his 


houſe, 
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houſe. Captain Tickle did not fail to 
obey the invitation, and became a con- 
ſtant viſitor. He was laviſh in his praiſes 
of its ſituation, and the beauty of the. 
improvements. He profeſſed the warm- 
eſt admiration of the excellence of the 
Engliſh church, the purity of its doc- 
trines, and its regular ſucceſſion of bi- 
ſhops from the apoſtles. No wonder 
then, that he gradually acquired the Doc- 
tor's confidence and eſteem. As he was 
exceedingly fond of muſic, Matilda, at 
her father's requeſt, would entertain him 
for hours with her choiceſt pieces. At 
other times he would hear her read, or 
read himſelf to her father, ſuch perform- 
ances as they moſt approved ; and never 
failed extolling © this feaſt of reaſon, 
and this flow of ſoul,” as the true ſource 
of intellectual happineſs, and to him the 
higheſt of all ſublunary enjoyments. As 
he had ſtudied the Engliſh poets with 
great attention, and had a retentive me- 
mory and impreſſive delivery, he often 

VOL, 1, E gratified 
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gratified the young lady with quotations 
of the moſt beautiful and pathetic paſſ- 
ages, illuſtrating their excellencies by his 
critical remarks, and teſtifying the moſt 
accurate taſte and perception of their 

diſtinctive merits. | 
But though Matilda's natural civility, 
and her pity for his ſuppoſed misfor- 
tunes; had made her more attentive 
than ordinary to the Captain, he never 
behaved in any particular manner to 
her; ſaving the moſt reſpectful filence 
when ſhe ſpoke, emotions of rapture and 
delight at her muſic, and the warmeſt 
approbation of her genius and poetical 
performances. But to others, as ſhe ſoon 
heard, he called her © the divine Cecilia, 
his guardian angel, and the phyſician who 
had reſtored him his peace and health, 
by her courteſy and converſation.” Ma- 
tilda was not diſpleaſed at his acknow- 
ledgments, ſo flattering to her humanity : 
and the good old Doctor, who idolized 
his daughter, would often ſit an hour and 
| take 
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take a pint extraordinary, to hear and 
join in Matilda's praiſes. This inter- 
courſe continued during the ſummer, 
in which the Captain mixed in all their 
ſtudies, employments, and amuſements, 
and was conſidered as a ſon and a brother. 


— —ů 


CHAP. XII. 
AN UNCOMMON INCIDENT. 
'J HoUGH Captain Tickle had made 


no explicit declaration of his paſſion, 
his conduct ſpoke it in ſtronger terms than 


any language; yet there was ſomething 


extremely myſterious in it, which much 
perplexed the boſom of the gentle Ma- 
tilda. After looking at her with the moſt 
paſlronate air, he would fall into a reve- 
rie, and heave the moſt piteous ſighs, as 
if agitated by contending paſſions, or 
ſome deep and ſecret cauſe of melan- 
choly. He would appear as if ready to 
have unfolded all his devotion at her fect, 
| E 2 | and 
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and then ſtart back, and reſtrain himſelf, 
as if checked by ſome powerful obſtacle : 
yet from the civilities he conſtantly re- 
ceived from Matilda and her father, and 
his proſpects in life, he had much reaſon 
to hope his ſuit would be ſucceſsful. He 
one day, after hearing ſome amiable ſen- 
timents, delivered in Matilda's affecting 
manner, preſſed her hand, and then ſud- 
denly, with his eyes ſuffuſed with tears, 
exclaimed, © No! it muſt not, cannot 
be.” She inquired as much as polite- 
neſs would admit, the cauſe of his agita- 
tion and melancholy ; but he always im- 
puted it to an unhappy habit and frame 
of penſiveneſs, ariſing from nervous affec- 

tion. 
Things were in this train, when Ma- 
tilda was one day with her father and 
Captain Tickle at the favourite arbour. 
As they were engaged in converſa- 
tion, ſhe left them to viſit her aviary, as 
ſhe called it, which was a collection of 
ſinging birds, who frequented the vici- 
| nage 
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nage of the arbour, where ſhe had ſown 


and planted ſuch grain and fruits as they 


preferred. She had been looking at 
the neſt of a favourite mocking-bird, 
and was feeding it with rice; when 
the bird ſcreamed, as well as its young, 
in a very particular manner. On her cx- 
amining attentively, ſhe ſaw a large rattle- 
ſnake twiſting round the bough, and ap- 
proaching the neſt, with its fafcinating 
eyes on the wretched mother. Matilda 
gave a violent ſhriek, which alarmed 
the monſter. Captain Tickle and her fa- 
ther flew to her relief. They ſaw the 
ſnake deſcending from the tree, and poor 


Matilda fo agitated with apprehenſion as 


to be. unable to fly, but ready to fink 
into a fit on the earth. The Captain 
ſeized her in his arms, and placed 


her at ſome diſtance; then ſeeing 


the ſnake defcend, and by his mena- 


cing rattles preparing to purſue, he flew 
towards, and attacked him ſo vigor- 
oully with a hanger he had fortunately 
by his ide, that the monſter was ſoon ſe— 
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vered in a dozen pieces, and expired 
without doing any injury. Matilda, on 
recovering from her terror, was warm in 
her expreſſions of gratitude, and tenderly 
ſolicitous that he might not have been 
wounded. Her anxiety and ſenſibility on 
the occaſion, affected Tickle ſo ſtrongly, 
that he fell on one knee, and ſaid, © Such 
intereſt in my welfare, from the adorable 
Matilda, would have been a ſufficient re- 
ward for a thouſand wounds! How cheer- 
fully would I devote my life to her ſer- 
vice!“ We need not,” added ſhe,“ aſ- 
ſure you of the gratitude we 0, and the 
eſteem we entertain for you.“ 

Dr. Homily, who now approached, 
Joined his gratulations and acknowledg- 
ments on the occaſion, and the relics of 
the ſerpent were hung up as a trophy 
ſacred to love and friendſhip, near the fa- 
vourite arbour. 

This event was afterwards ſucceeded by 
an explicit declaration of his paſſion; and 
Dr. Homily, after due inquiries into the 


Captain's character, family, and pro- 


ſpects, 
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ſpects, approved of his overtures, and 
encouraged Matilda to admit his ad- 
dreſſes. | 

In a ſhort time the partics looked for- 
ward to a cloſer union of ſituation and in- 
tereſts, to which one difficulty only oppoſ- 
ed itſelf. Dr. Homily and Matilda would 
never agree to ſeparate, and Tickle could 
not quit the army, and marry without 
the aſſent of his father, who was in Eng- 
land. As his regiment was ſoon to fail 
thither, it was agreed that their mar- 


riage ſhould be deferred till the Captain's 


return. Never did perſons ſeem more 
formed for each other's ſociety, than this 
happy trio. Tickle, with the ſucceſs of 
his paſſion, and the pleaſing arrange- 
ment of the buſineſs, loſt gradually his 
melancholy air, and recovered the viva- 
city and bloom of perfed health. This 
was the moſt flattering compliment to the 
affectionate heart of Matilda - Moſt amia- 
ble of thy ſex | never was there a boſom 
more attuned than thine, to the moſt gene- 
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rous and gentle emotions; never one the 
more pure abode of innocence and ſim- 
plicity, more full of benevolent wiſhes 
tor the happineſs of all, and of fears to 
inflict a pain on the minuteſt inſect in 
the wide circle of creation: thy breaft 
was the favourite manſion of humanity, 
meekneſs, and peace. 


—— WOWSR 


CH AF. XIII. 
PRECIPITATE MEASURES, 


NY URING Tickle's abſence from Berke- 
ley Hall, a very intereſting corre- 
ſpondence was maintained, which tended 
more ftrongly to cement their mutual 
affection. As the winter advanced, Ma- 
tilda paid her uſual viſit to her friend 


Mrs. Lumeire, in whom the Doctor 


placed the greateſt confidence. The Cap- 
tain's devoirs and attentions were aſſi— 


duous; and as the family underſtood their 
alliance was intended and approved, he 


Was 
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was admitted on the footing of tbe ut- 
moſt freedom and familiarity. His con- 
duct was always ſo circumſpect and re- 
ſpectful, as to ſatisfy the moſt rigid incre- 
dulity and caution. Their days thus 
rolled over in public amuſement, and 
the moſt delightful private intercourſe 
and attachment, until the fatal time of 
ſeparation arrived! They at firſt at- 
tempted to brighten the laſt hours, with 
pleaſing pictures of the uninterrupted hap- 
pineſs in ſtore for them on his return ; but 
the Captain's fortitude ſeemed to ſhrink 
at the approach of the dreaded moment, 
and inſtead of inſpiriting the drooping 
Matilda, he was inconſolable himſelf. 
Various illuſive ſchemes alternately 
preſented themſelves. He at one time 
propoſed to reſign his commiſſion, and 
take her for his bride, without his fa- 
ther's conſent: but it was well known, 
the Doctor would never agree to ſo im- 
prudent a meafure ; neither would he 
liſten to any propoſal of her accompany- 
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ing Tickle, when married, to Europe, 
and thus depriving him of the prop and 
darling of his age. The Captain's health 
ſeemed to decline under the paſſions 
which contended in his breaſt, and the 
tender Matilda was apprehenſive of the 
return.of his former melancholy. 

Things were in this train, when they 
were fitting penſively ruminating on the 
little time they had to enjoy together, and 


the dangers of abſence, Matilda's eyes 


ſuffuſed with ſweet ſenſibility, and Tickle 
lamenting their ſevere lot; when he at 
laſt, in the moſt plaintive and impreſhve 
manner, fell on one knee before her, and 


| begged her forgiveneſs for one laſt pro- 


poſal he had to make, which would ena- 
ble Him to bear the torments of abſence, 
and diſpel that anxiety which might be 
fatal- to him. © Could I but call you, 
adorable Matilda, ine; were our hands, 
as well as hearts, inſeparably united; 1 
ſhould be the happieſt of men, and this 
boſom be eaſed of thoſe anxious fears and 


doubts 
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doubts which this cruel —ꝛ muſt 
produce.“ 

In vain did Matilda, in the gentleſt 
notes of affection, aſſure him of indiſſolu- 
ble conſtancy, and her father's reſolution. 
He pleaded that the Doctor had given a 
conditional conſent, and that their mar- 


riage might be concealed until his return, 


or the approbation of his father in Eng- 
land. Your father, deareſt Matilda, 
has already ſanctioned our union, and de- 
lays it only through too refined a punc- 
tilio, which he himſelf probably will re- 
joice at our ſurmounting. O! if the 
peace, perhaps the exiſtence of your 
Tickle, be dear to you, grant him this 
laſt, this honourable requeſt.“ 

Matilda, overwhelmed with conflict- 
ing emotions, and urged by the vehe- 
mence of his addreſs, and pity for his 
diſtreſs, caſt her tearful eyes on Mrs. Lu- 
meire, her boſom-friend, who was pre- 
ſent, as if for counſel and aſſiſtance. The 
tender-hearted Frances could not reſiſt 
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his eloquence, and their mutual agony. 
She conjured Matilda to grant this pa- 
cific boon, as entirely innocent and ho- 
nourable. Thus borne down by their 
ſolicitations, and her own ſenſibility, the 
penſive Matilda was led reluctantly like 
a lamb to the altar. The marriage was 
performed privately at a clergyman's 
houſe, without bans or licence, as uſual 
in that country; and his ſecrecy was en- 
gaged by a ſuitable douceur on the occa- 
ſion. | 


CHAP. XIV. 
A DISASTROUS EVENT. 


O young pair thought themſelves. 

fortunate, that Tickle's regiment, 
though ſent to Philadelphia, was not to 
embark for Europe till the ſpring. The 
Captain's happineſs was complete ; but 
Maria then firſt felt the anxiety of ſelf- 
_ diſapprobation, and a conſcious impro- 


priety 
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pricty in her conduèt. Her native can- 


dour was ſullied, and her internal com- 
placency wounded by the idea of ſub- 
terfuge and diſſimulation. Public amuſe- 
ments never much attracted her mind; 
and the former frank and happy inter- 
courſe with her father became ſtudied 
and diſpleaſing, by the neceſſity of arti- 
fice. She had determined, at any riſk, 
to open the ſecret to Mr. Lumeire, who 
was expected from his journey to Caro- 
lina, and thus to her venerable parent, 
notwithſtanding the remonſtrances of her 
huſband. But an unexpected circum- 
ſtance rendered it unneceſſary. The 
Captain was at Philadelphia, preparing 
for his departure, and Matilda was ſet- 
ting off for Berkeley Hall, when the poſt- 


man left a letter for Tickle : ſhe meant 


to have immediately incloſed it to him ; 
but thought her ſituation, and their con- 
fidence, juſtified her opening it, as it 
might contain ſome intelligence re- 
ſpecting his father. It was from his in- 
timate 
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timate friend Somerville, and was as 
follows : 


« Dear Wilt, © Boſton, April roth. 

« I AM this day fafely arrived, after 
a tempeſtuous voyage, from London. I 
have left your wife and ſamily in much 
folicitude about you, as they have not 
had a line from you in a twelvemonth. 
This has much injured the health of your 
good lady, ſo that I am ſorry to ſay, ſhe 
ſeems in a deep decline. I know your 
reaſons for concealing the match from 


your father, and keeping her at a recluſe 
lodging at Iflington : but ſpeedy remit- 


tances will be very acceptable to her.” 
The letter, after fome foreign matter, 
concluded with 


From your friend, 
«© SAMUEL SOMERVILLE.” 


No pen can deſcribe the horrors which 
convulſed Matilda on peruſing this fatal 
letter. It dropt from her hand, and ſhe 
gave a piercing ſhriek. She then ſeized 

it 
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it wildly, and peruſed it again and again 
with diſtracted haſte. Her boſom burnt with 
indignation, her lips were parched, and 
eyes inflamed: a ſudden flood of grief and 
tenderneſs gave ſome relief, and ſhe poured 
forth the moſt affecting complaints of 
his perfidy, and her own misfortunes. 
Thrice ſhe wrote a letter to him, blotted 
it with her tears, and as often deſtroyed 
it; but at laſt ſent the following: 


« SIR, 

«In the name of humanity and common 
pity, ſend me immediately a refutation of 
the incloſed. O that I had been in my 
grave before it reached me, or I had ſeen 
you! But is it poſſible, that you could 
plunge into ruin and infamy, a fa- 
mily who meant you no ill, but always 
wiſhed bleſſings on your head? Fly to me 
this inſtant, and diſpel this cruel doubt! 
or rather, write immediately, and ſave my 
poor heart from breaking, and my 
_ wretched father from his grave. 
* From the unfortunate 

K MATILDA.” 


To Capt, Tickle, Thus 
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This letter was diſpatched ; but before 

an anſwer could arrive, notwithſtanding 
the conſolations which Mrs. Lumeire tried 
to adminiſter, Matilda was confined to 
her bed, with the moſt violent paroxyſms 
of grief and anxiety, of doubt and de- 
ſpair. At laſt, ſhe threw haſtily her 
lovely eyes on the following letter from 
Captain Tickle, never to lift them up 
again with the brightneſs and ſerenity of 
peace: 


« DearesT oF WoMExN, © 

« In what manner ſhall I attempt to 
anſwer your laſt letter, and to exculpate 
myſelf? J am indeed guilty, and deſerve 
a thouſand deaths; but my crime was 
love, and to you alone. What agonies 
has not it coſt me ? what ſtruggles to re- 
fiſt this fatal paſſion? I kept it ſecret in 
my breaſt, and determined rather to ſuf- 
fer a thouſand deaths, than ſully your 
ears with my deteſted love. Reſiſtance 
fanned the flame.— I took a melancholy 


Pleaſure in ſeeing you in my walks, or at 
8 church: 
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church : I loſt all reliſh for company ; re- 
tirement. feſtered, inſtead of healing my 
wound. When I was admitted to the 
delicious ſociety of Berkeley Hall, your 
purity of ſentiment and dignity of man- 
ners, I was perſuaded, would awe me to 
reſpect and veneration. It was this con- 
cealed poiſon that preyed upon my vitals, 
and produced that ſingularity of conduct 
which was a myſtery to you and others. 
By approaching too near the precipice, 
I have been hurried away by my paſſions; 
and flattered myſelf, that time would re- 
move all the difficulties to our union, 
With your's only has my heart ever been 
united. It was my own indiſcretion, 
and the cunning of a woman hacknied in 
the arts of life, that entangled me, when 
merely a boy, in a clandeftine marriage, 
which has hitherto been concealed from 
my family and friends. I had hopes that 
a handſome proviſion for her would have 
extricated me from the cruel yoke, and 
enabled me to have devoted every with 

and 
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and thought to the happineſs of my dear 


Matilda. Pardon, then, a ſtep which my 
ardent love to you has irrefiſtibly impelled 
me to. Rather than ſacrifice the peace 
of my adorable Matilda, I will cheerfully 
abandon fortune, friends, my country, 

and the world, and retire to ſome obſcure 
corner. of the earth, where, unknowing 
and unknown, I would find every loſs 
compenſated, and every ambition grati- 
fied, in your love and felicity. Our men 
are all embarked, and the ſhip prepared 
to ſail; but I will quit the ſervice, and 
return back to you on the wings of affec- 
tion, if it will conduce to-your tranquillity. 
I am in all the anxiety of hope and fear, 


« Your ever faithful 
| c W. TicxLE.” 


«© Then I am undone for ever,“ ex- 
claimed the wretched Matilda, and 
have involved too the beſt of parents in my 
diſgrace and miſery! O why did I ever 
leave his paternal roof? or rather, why 

deſcend 
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deſcend to artifice and ſtratagem? Vet 
who could have ſuſpected that a man, 
whoſe tongue ſpoke the nobleſt ſenti- 
ments, the moſt refined purity of princi- 
ples and manners, ſhould have a heart 
capable of ſuch deliberate treachery and 
cruelty ! From this moment I tear him 
from my memory, or will remember him 
only with indignation and horror.” She 
then, with uncommon firmneſs and pre» 
cipitation, wrote, and ſent off the follow- 
ing : 
« Sin, 
© I wovLD not have ſullied this paper 
with your name, if not to end, for ever, 
all correſpondence with one who has add- 
ed the cruelleſt inſult to the moſt flagrant 
injury, by attempting to vindicate his 
conduct. Low, indeed, muſt I have ſunk 
in your eſtimation, when you could hope 
that I would be an accomplice in your 
crimes. Though the world may drive 
the humbled Matilda from ſociety, ſhe 
can look up with a heart unſtained by 
guilt, 
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guilt, to the protection of Heaven, which 
ſhe has never knowingly or willingly of- 
'fended. Go, perfidious Tickle, and enjoy 
the triumphof having deſtroyed the peace of 
a boſom, whoſe only error and fault ſprung 
from pity to you, and a love for virtues 
which you but too well imitated. It is 
over! The illuſion is paſt. Nothing re- 
mains for me, but to look tranquilly for- 
ward to the grave, where my griefs and 
errors will be ſoon peaceably buried, 
All the reparation you can make me is, 
never to diſturb my repoſe by forcing 
yourſelf on my remembrance—never to 
diſgrace my honour by indulging a ſhadow 
of hope ; but to remain, as diſtant for ever 
in reſidence, as you are in principle and 
ſincerity, from the unfortunate 


« MATiLiDA,” 


After this violent effort, ſhe walked 
with great dignity and elevation many 
times acroſs the room ; and even tenderly 
chid her friend Frances for indulging 

| to 
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too much grief, and imputing the whole 


blame to her indiſcreet precipitation on 


the occaſion. But her gentle breaſt was 
again melted into weakneſs when it 


was propoſed that the unfortunate 


event ſhould be cautiouſly unfolded to 
her venerable father. I could cheer- 
fully meet the reproof which my im- 
prudence has merited; but the pangs 
which he will feel for me, the forfeiture 
of his eſteem, and the conſciouſneſs of 
ingratitude and deception to 4im, who 


viewed me from childhood as the ſacred 


depoſit of all his thoughts, hopes, and 
wiſhes—ah! this is miſery indeed! What 
can eraſe this ſtain on my faith and can- 
dour ? His future careſſes and confidence 
will be embittered by the ſad remem- 
brance, that I have betrayed and forfeited 
them. But I cannot ſuſtain this weight 


of doubt and ſuſpenſe ;. I will delay no 


longer: at his feet I will myſelf con- 


feſs my errors and. unworthineſs, im- 


precate his harſheſt cenſures, and with 
RS: my 
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my dying breath implore his forgiveneſs, 
and the bleſſings of Heaven on his vene- 
rable head.” This reſolution gave a turn 
and abatement to the tempeſt of her mind. 
She immediately engaged herſelf in pre- 
parations for her departure, which pro- 
duced a favourable diverſion to her griefs. 
Mr. Lumeire and his ſorrowful Frances 
agreed to accompany her, and the next 
morning was deſtined for the journey. 


WE RI I NI PRI ng 


CHAP. XV. 


FUTILITY OF SYSTEMS. 


N the mean while Mr. Lumeire had 
written a full detail of this mournful 
occurrence to the Doctor, dwelling 
ſtrongly on the arts and duplicity of 
Tickle, and extenuating the error of Ma- 
tilda, and the imprudence of Frances. 
The Doctor was ſitting with his conſtant 
viſitor, Dr. Sourby, enjoying their even- 
ing pipes, and drawing the ſaw of con- 
troverſy. 
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troverſy. The converſation had gradually 
verged to Matilda, the theme on which 
they generally moſt enlarged ; and at laſt 
condenſed the ſcattered obſervations of 
the night. © I have no doubt,” ſaid Dr. 
Homily, “ but the Captain, after obtaining 
his father's conſent, and ſelling his commiſ- 
ſion, may be induced to receive efiſcopal 
ordination. Y ou might undertake to bruſh 
up his Latin and Greek, and I could 
make him maſter of the fathers and prac- 
tical theology.” | 
I think,” replied Dr. Sourby, © he 
would be an ornament to the profeſſion. 
You have often laughed at my ſkill in 
phyſiognomy; but his character verifies 
it : for I declared to you, before I knew 
him, that the features and expreſſions of 
his countenance moſt ſtrongly indicated 
unſullied honour, probity, and can- 
dour.” 

« His punctual attendance,” ſaid Dr. 
Homily, “ on all the offices of religion, 
his reyerence for the church, and its an- 

| cient 
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cient inſtitutions, beſpoke a good heart, 
and a judicious head.” | 
“ Appearances of that kind may be 
eaſily aflumed,”” ſaid Dr. Sourby, by 
any impoſtor: but nature has made the 
face an index of the mind; by a diligent 
peruſal of which, no one can miſtake his 
man. The operations of the mind are 
attended with different movements of the 
eyes and countenance; thoſe diſpoſitions 
and paſſions, therefore, which are moſt 
predominant, will appear (from habit) in 
correſpondent marks in the face: thus 
the miſer, the irafcible, the proud, the 
amorous, the humble, have, like ſhips of 
war, their ſeveral colours, which ſhew to 
what tribe or nation they belong. You 
will do me the juſtice to acknowledge, 
that I pronounced Captain Tickle to be 
the moſt frank, undeſigning, and benevo- 

lent character of your acquaintance.” 
Dr. Homily was preparing to reply, 
when Mr. Lumeire's letter came. He 
had ſcarcely glanced his eyes over it, 
| when 
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when his pipe dropt from his unnerved 
hand; he ſtarted from his chair, rang the 
bell, and exclaimed, “ Abandoned vil- 


lain! Then there is no faith upon earth! 


Are theſe his profeſſions of piety ? is this 
hisveneration for our divine liturgy ? There 
never was a more infernal hypocrite 
among the true-blue preſbyterians in the 
north of Ireland.” 
Dr. Sourby, aſtonifhed, inquired the 
cauſe of his agitation, when the Doctor 
ſilently put the letter in his hand,, and 


throwing himſelf into his elbow-chair, 


fighed, © Unhappy Matilda!“ and laying 
| his forehead on the table, remained a con- 
ſiderable time in profound ſorrow ; at 
laſt, dropping with his knees on the floor, 
he pronounced, with a faltering voice, 
* Thy will be done!“ then riſing, with a 

countenance ſoftened by grief, he took 
the Doctor by the hand, and ſaid, «© My 
friend, we are both miſtaken ; but, thank 


God, my daughter's virtue is unſullied! 


I will go immediately, and bind up the 
VOL. I, * bruiſed 
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bruiſed reed, and quench the ſmoking flax. 


I will be more tender to her than ever : 
her wounded mind demands more atten- 
tion and gentleneſs. Alas, poor Matilda 
let me haſten to terminate the apprehen- 
fions of my reſentment, which may tor- 


ture and diſtract your injured boſom.” So 


ſaying, he rang the bell with great vio- 
lence, ordered his horſe to be ſaddled, and 
his favourite ſervant Sancho to prepare 
himſelf for the journey. | 
After much ſolicitation and reaſoning 
on the late hour of the night, and a 
promiſe that he would accompany him 
in the morning, Dr. Sourby prevailed on 
him to defer his journey. In vain how- 
ever he eſſayed to divert the ſubject, or 


loſe himſelf in controverſy. His darling 


Pipe was taken up and laid down un- 


ſmoked, through the night; and after 
every ſhort and cold digreſſion into which 


Dr. Sourby enticed him, he always re- 
curred to the melancholy ſubject of the 
unfortunate and much-injured Matilda. 
Wiſhing, 
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Wiſhing, therefore (but in vain), peace to 1 
his pillow, we ſhall leave him till the 
morning. 


3 — A 4” _ Cm 
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CHAP. XVI. 
THE WANDERER S RETURN HOME. 


E left Matilda determined to re- 
turn immediately to her father. 
Her ardour would admit of no delay, 
and gave an energy to her exertions, 
which ſuſpended her- melancholy. Mr. | 
and Mrs. Lumeire accompanied her, and l 
the ſecond day after their departure from 
New Vork, ſhe roſe with the lark, and 
ſummoned them with alacrity to proceed, 
that they might reach Berkeley Hall early i 
that day. When I have once ſeen my 1 
father, and the anguiſh of the firſt inter- 1 
view and explanation is over, this poor [ 

- heart will be unburdened of a load of a1 
woe, and may regain ſome calm and 1 
tranquillity : They accordingly renewed al 

their 3 N before breakfaſt, Dr. Ho- 

F 2 mily y 
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. mily had alſo forſaken his bed very early, 
and would have gone off at ſun-riſe, but 
was impeded by the ſhoeing of Dr. Sour- 
by's horſe, collecting his clothes, and 
other natural impediments, which uſually 
procraſtinate an expedition. They were, 
however, juſt ſetting off, when the poſt- 
man arrived from Elizabeth Town, with 
ſome Engliſh letters and newſpapers for 
the Doctor, and a packet of the lateſt 
publications from his ſtationer in London. 
They diſmounted of courſe, and propoſed 
to glance merely over the letters and pa- 
pers; when Dr. Sourby obſerved, © I 
perceive, by a paragraph, that there is a 
high diſpute between the upper and lower 
houſe of convocation. Many of the pre- 
ſent hierarchy are very moderate men, 
and wiſh for an act of comprehenſion, to 
indulge tender conſciences, and unite all 
parties in favour of the preſent eſtabliſh- 
ment.“ | | 
Heaven preſerve the peor church 

from the perils of falſe brethren,” ſaid Dr. 

| Homily : 
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Homily: * am afraid ſome of its ſu- - 


periors will facrilegiouſly compromiſe its 
rights for civil purpoſes. I would not 
bate an atom of ancient truth and firimitive 
inſtitutions, for the firſt political ends in the 
univerſe. They have been handed down 
to us from apoſtolical eſtabliſhment, and 
ſhould be guarded by us as a facred de- 
poſit to poſterity.” 

« [ find,” ſaid Dr. Sourby, © that though 
you preach ſubmiſſion, when civil privi- 
leges are invaded, you would have the 
convocation cry aloud, and ſpare not, when 
the rights and dignity of mother church 

are meddled with,” 

There is an infinite difference in the 
caſe,” ſaid Dr. Homily ; © the ſtate has the 
ſupreme authority in matters of a civil 
nature; and implicit obedience, or at 
leaſt non-refiſtance, is our duty. But re- 
li gion being handed down to us from 4i- 
vine inſtitution, is unalterable in its nature by 
any human power ; and I therefore main- 
tain, that the whole hierarchy will act as 
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apoſtates, if they barter away an iota of 
that epiſcopal or eccleſiaſtical power in 
general, which has deſcended to us, in 
an uninterrupted ſucceſſion from the apo- 
ſtles.“ 

* We ſhall have a rare controverſy on 
this ſubjeQ,” rejoined Dr. Sourby ; © for 
I ſee by this paper, there is a defence of 
the lower houſe of convocation, the au- 
thor of which is reported to be the ce- 
lebrated Atterbury ; and ſome works on 
the oppoſite fide by Kennet and the 
learned Archbiſhop Wake.“ 

There is, indeed,“ ſaid Dr. Homily 
with eagerneſs; © for my correſpondent 
writes me, he has ſent over ſome of the 
principal publications, and they are pro- 
bably in this packet. We will return, if 
you pleaſe, and look at them; and as the 
morning is rather raw, it will not be amiſs 
if we have our breakfaſt before our de- 
parture. Sancho, you may put up the 
horſes for a while.“ They then adjourned 
to the Doctor's ſtudy, where the good old 

gentle- 
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gentleman loſt all private griefs for ſome 
hours, in his zeal for the rights of the 
church; in admiration of the reaſoning 
and elegance of Atterbury; and in com- 
bating the ſophiſms and cavils of his 
companion. But this delicious interlude, 
and mental digreſſion, was ſuddenly inter- 
rupted by the appearance of a carriage 
at a ſmall. diſtance, © Good God!” 
cried the Doctor; © it is my dear Ma- 
tilda!“ He immediately ſallied out to- 
wards the road. She, on ſeeing him, 
alighted inſtantly from the chaiſe, and 
flew towards her father; but her exer- 
tions were too violent for her frame: ſhe 
fell on her face; and the good old man 
preſſed towards his daughter, raiſed her 
from the earth, and folded her in his arms, 
while the voices of both were choked 
with the tender emotions which con- 
vulſed their boſoms. They remained 
ſilent, till a flood of tears gave a tempo- 
rary relief, and Matilda tremulouſly ut- 
tered, © Forgive me, O my father; though 

F 4 I never 
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I never can forgive myſelf this firſt and 
only breach of your confidence.” 

« You are more welcome than ever,” 
he ſaid, with the moſt ſoothing accents : 
« diſpel your griefs; forget your baſe 
betrayer ; in the fight of Heaven, and in 
mine, you are as pure and unoffending 
as ever. We will return to our % fudies 
aud amuſements, and regain our former 
tranquillity and contentment.” 

Matilda was too much overcome by 
this tenderneſs to reply, except by bath- 


ing his cheek with her tears. She was 
conveyed to a room, where ſhe and the 


ſympathetic Frances were left, to repoſe 


themſelves after the fatigues of the jour- 


ney, and the agitations of this affecting 
interview. 

I ſhall not dwell further on any minute 
particulars which occurred after her ar- 
rival. By the attentions of her father 
and friends, by her having given a full 
diſcharge to the misfortunes which, when 
concealed, had preyed on her mind, and 

by 
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by the innocent occupations which her 
favourite walks and plantations yielded, 
Matilda gradually acquired, though never 
gaiety, yet a placid ſerenity and com- 
poſure. | 

As ſhe was univerſally adored in the 
neighbourhood, all degrees conſpired 
to invent methods to ſooth her ſor— 
rows, and revive her cheerfulneſs. But 
the courted ſolitude, and delighted in 
frequenting the ſpot where her mother's 


precious remains were interred. This 


her moſt delicious retreat ſhe ſtrove 
to beautify with the choiceſt flowers. 
Here ſhe taught the cypreſs, the willow, 
the woodbine, the jaſmine, and ſweet- 
brier, to form a pleaſing ſhade, Whole 
hours ſhe would paſs in this ſequeſtered 
arbour, in reading, meditation, and 
Prayer, or in the compoſition of the moſt 
plaintive elegies, or inſcriptions for her 
mother's tomb, | 

There was ſomething peculiarly inte- 
reſting at this time in her countenance, 
: F 5 manner, 
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manner, and © dreſs. The latter was re- 
markable for its' ſimplicity, as well as 
elegance, and ſeemed to expreſs the con- 
tempt of ornament, the purity and pen- 
ſiveneſs of her mind. In company, her 
uſual ſuavity of addreſs never forſook 
her, but ſhe was often abſent in thought ; 
and her ſudden gleams of vivacity were 
more the efforts of her deſire to pleaſe, 
than the ſpontaneous effuſions of gaiety. 
Her face was more tender]y attractive, 
her looks more winningly ſoft than ever. 
Her auburn locks played in irregular 
curls negligently over her dignified 
brow, and ſorrow had given a more deli- 
cate hue to the crimſon colour of her 


cheeks. When ſhe reclined her head on her 


hand, there was ſo much meekneſs, lan- 
guor, ſenſibility, and majeſty, in the lam- 
bent, chaſtened luſtre of her expreſſive 
eyes, that every heart was ſoftened and 
awed into pity, reverence, and love.— 
She was the very image of Patience on a 
monument, ſmiling at grief. 


To 


| 
| 
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To ſpare the reader's feelings, and our 
own, we will briefly mention, that Ma- 
tilda's health began viſibly to decline; 
that ſhe diſplayed ſtrong ſymptoms and 
appearances of being a mother; and, in 
due courſe of time, was happily delivered 
of a boy. Every attention was paid to 
ber that ſkill or affection could beſtow— 
but in vain : ſhe never roſe from her hed. 

Though a fortunate change of affairs 
took place, which would have conſoled 
many of her ſex in her ſituation, it ſeemed 
to produce no effect on her delicate boſom. 
Letters were received from Tickle, couched 
in the ſtrongeſt language of penitence 
and remorſe, relating his arrival, and the 
death of his wife ſome weeks before his 
fatal marriage with Matilda ; the conſent 
of his father to the union ; and his hay- 


ing quitted the ſervice, to return ſhortly, 


and devote his life to the felicity of his 

much-injured Matilda. 
She ſhook her head, and ſaid, It was 
too late : that ſhe rejoiged in his repent- 
* 6 ance, 


— — 
_ aw — —— — . _ 


108 BERKELEY HALL. 


ance, and hoped it would be ſincere 
and effectual; but would never conſent 
to admit him to her confidence or pre- - 
ſence.” She conjured Dr, Homily to 
adopt the child as his own, and keep him 
far from the ſociety and example of his 
unworthy father. She joined their hands 
together, and preſſing them to her breaſt, 
expired with a benignant ſmile on her 
countenance. 
Thus terminated the life of the amiable, 
the much-loved, and unfortunate Matilda. 
She was buried with her mother; and the 
ſpot where ſhe is interred is the favourite 
reſort of the fond lover, and affectionate 
friend, the tender parent, and the dutiful 
child. We cannot deſcribe the diſtreſs 
of her father; but time, the ſtrong ſupport 
of religious principles, and the intereſting 
ſituation of the church and ſtate, gradu- 
ally abated his griefs, and reſtored his 
fortitude. In particular, his mind was 
agreeably engaged and diverted from his 
melancholy, by his care and attachment to 
his 
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his grandſon ; by tracing in him reſem- 


blances of his mother, and forming plans 


for his education and future advance- 
ment. | 

As to the wretched Tickle, the Doctor 
contented himſelf with writing him a 
long letter, pathetically imputing to him 
the death of Matilda, and remonſtrating 
with him on his crimes, but retaining a 
perfect ſilence reſpecting the birth of a ſon, 
from their marriage. Some months after, it 
appeared, from a Belfaſt paper, that the 
Captain had fought a duel with his friend 
Somerville, and was taken from the field 
deſperately wounded. As the Doctor 
never heard afterwards of him, it was uni- 
verſally believed that he had in this man- 
ner ended his guilty and unhappy life. 

Thus we have brought our readers for- 
ward to the period at which our narra- 
tive commenced, when the ſoldier was 
admitted to ſhelter, and ſaved young 
Timothy from the flames. 
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CHAP. XVII. 


SOME ACCOUNT OF OUR YOUNG HERO, 


FE gave Dr. Homily a ſingular pleaſure, 
that his grandſon was born on the day 

of King Charles's Reftoration, whence he au— 
gured he would be a friend to monarchy, 
and our happy eſtabliſhment in church and 
ſtate. A ſtorm, alſo, the preceding night, 
blew down the old /teefleof a meeting-houſe 
in the neighbourhood, which had long 
been a great eye-ſore to the Doctor; and 
deſtroyed a Sell, which ſounded like a 
perpetual inſult and triumph over epiſco- 
pacy, in his ears. The ruling elders 
(knowing his charity) applied to him on 
the occaſion for aſſiſtance; but he could 
not, he ſaid, in confcience, give any thing 
to ſuch idle mimicry, and preſumptuous 
erections; but he offered them fifty 
pounds towards an organ, which they re- 
fuſed—and actually gave them twenty, 
towards 
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towards the improvement of the body of 
their church, or for the relief of their poor. 

This incident he always thought a fa- 
vourable preſage, that his grandſon would 
be - ſcourge to levellers, diſſenters, and 
low churchmen. To further theſe fond 
proſpects, he choſe for him the name 
Timothy, as peculiarly ſignificant and 
venerable in its etymology, and as having 
belonged to the firſt who. had been ho- 
noured with epiſcopal authority by the 
apoſtles; and therefore moſt proper for 
one whom he intended for a pillar of the 
church, and a diſtinguiſhed link in the 
chain of epiſcopal ſucceſſion. 

There was nothing in the early part of 
Tim's life that gave much countenance 
to theſe prognoſtics of his future cha- 
racter and greatneſs. He was of a ſtrong 
muſcular frame, active, good-natured, and 
cheerful ; but more fond of play than his 
books, and more rapid in his bodily than 
literary exerciſes. He was now about 
thirteen, and was thought by Dr. Sourby 

| a good 
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a good ſcholar for his years. But his 
grandfather lamented that he ſeemed de- 
ficient in gravity, and too much inclined 
to fun, and the ſports of the field. Yet 
in ſome of his tricks the old gentleman 


ſmiled to trace the genuine /uirit of the 


cavalier : ſuch as his breaking the win- 
g into the key-holes of 
the meeting-houſe, to ſpoil the locks. 
But two of his exploits brought him and 
his comrades under ſevere caſtigation ; 
and, at laſt, banithment from the neigh- 
bouring ſchool. The maſter, who was 
a bigotted Puritan, and an ill-natured pe- 
dant, was much hated by all his ſcholars ; 
they therefore embraced every opportu- 
nity of teizing him, and often with ſuc- 
ceſs, Tim was a leader on theſe occa- 


ions. 


The pedagogue aſſumed great merit 
for his extempore harangues ; though, in 
fact, he was an impoſtor, and uſually con- 
cealed the leaves of printed or manuſcript 


fermons in his bible, from which he 
preached. 
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preached. He had one day made this 
arrangement, when Tim, as was pre- con- 
certed, removed the ſermon from the 
leaves, and ſubſtituted the play of Alex- 
ander in its ſtead. Our orator had 
mounted the roſtrum, and gone through 
the preliminaries: he opened his book, 
and being ſhort-lighted, thought at firſt 
he had himſelf miſtaken one ſermon for 
another; he therefore read, Acts, I.— 
« Hem—hem—hem.” Ads, I. verſe the 
6th—it muſt be'—“ Enter Alexander.” 
« This can never he,” ſaid he to himſelf ; 
ſo finding he was juggled, and unable to 
proceed, he told his kearers, © He was 
very ill, and begged they would em- 
ploy themſelves in ſinging, and. devout 
exerciſes, till he found himſelf better.” 
He then returned home, and ſupplied 
_ himſelf properly; but the pariſh never 
forgot the joke. 

At another time Tim provided himſelf 
with a number of ſmall ſquibs and 
crackers ; and as the pedagogue generally 
| made 
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made a long tedious prayer, with his eyes 
ſhut, at dinner and ſupper, our hero and 
his aſſociates fixed ſome of them, with 
hooks, to his wig ; one of which, catching 
the candle as he bowed his head, and 
communicating to the reſt, the wig was 
blown up to the ceiling, and made 
many friſks and curvets through the air, 
to the great terror and aftoniſhment of 
poor Lingo, who, in his fall backwards, 
overturned a tureen of ſoup on his own 
clothes, and ſpoiled a rich brocade gown 
with which Dame Jollock, his wife, was 
habited. The lady, who had as little 
patience as Job's helpmate, immediately 
ſeized the poor unfortunate Lingo by the 
cars, which ſhe pulled moſt unmercifully, 
lecturing him at the ſame time obſtrepe- 

rouſly for his heedleſs, blundering folly. 
This ſcene afforded great ſport to the 
ſcholars ; but terminated little to the ſatiſ- 
faction of Tim, who, having been per- 
ceived by ſome of the family conftrutting 
the fireworks, was immediately ſuſpected, 
| | and 


BERKELEY HALL. 115 


and condemned to receive a very ſevere 
flagellation. The boy who was ordered 
to horſe young Tim (being a comrade and 
confederate) refuſed to be the executioner 
of his friend: on this the ſurly pedagogue 
inüſted on Tim's hoiſting the other, that 
he might he puniſhed in his ſtead. Tim 
declared he would ſubmit himſelf ; but 
not be acceſſary to the puniſhment of a 
lad who had behaved ſo generouſly. A 
ſcuffle immediately enſued; in which 
the two rebels would have maintained 
a deſperate conflict; but the uſher and 
others riſing to aſſiſt the Slack rod, they 
were obliged to quit the field and fly, 
followed by ſome of the larger lads, who 
were ordered to purſue. They however 
ſo much regarded our hero and his com- 

panion, that they winked at their eſcape. 
Theſe, and other incidents, created 
ſuch an' animoſity in the breaſt of the 
pedagogue, that he diſmiſſed Tim from 
ſchool; and his grandfather, after repri- 
manding him ſeverely, determined to put 
him, 
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him, for ſome years, under the tuition of 
Dr. Sourby. The good old gentleman 


much lamented theſe exceſſes of Tim; 


gave him frequent lectures on the neccility 
and duty of ſubmiſſion to his ſuperiors, 
and reſpect for even the religious preju— 
dices of the country : yet could not help 
looking, with a more complacent eye 
than uſual, on even theſe errors of Tim, 
imputing them to a natural bias againſt 
canting and hypocriſy, and to the effer- 
veſcence of that ſpirit of gaiety which al- 
ways diſtinguiſhed the royaliſts. 


—2 —ů— 


CHAFP.. VII. 


INTREPIDITY OF YOUNG TICKLE. 


N incident happened about this time, 

which confirmed the Doctor's good 
opinion of Tim, and gave him a great 
reputation in the neighbourhood. We 
have already remarked his active difpo- 
ſition and fondneſs for rural ſports: in 
this 
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this Dr. Homily wiſely encouraged him, 
on the principle, that mmnocent amnſements 
are the beſt preſervatives againſt gui/ty 
ones; and that a firong couſtitution, confirmed 
by exertion and exſioſure to difficulties, is one of 
the beſt bleſſings of life, and generally renders 
the owner moſt hafipy in himſelf, and moſt 
uſeful to others. He therefore gave ſcope 
to young Timothy's propenſity for theſe 

employments and exerciſes. | 
Our hero,accompanied by Sancho,would 
be often out at day-break in the winter, 
ſhooting the ſnow-birds, tracing through 
the drifts the unwieldy mooſe, or, concealed 
in a boat by branches of trees, would float 
with the ice on Hudſon's majeſtic river, 
to deceive the wild ducks and geeſe 
which frequent it in numerous flocks. 
In ſummer they would retire into the 
woods, and form a covert; near which 
they would have their nets, and a decoy 
pigeon, to entice down the flocks of thoſe 
wild birds of paſſage, which in that 
country darken the air like clouds, and 
often 
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often thicken on the branches of trees 


like fruit, or a ſwarm of 60s. 


At other times they wouid go with a 
party of neighbours to Staten Iſland, and 
erect tents on its ſpacious beach, partly 
encircled with a magnificent bay, and 
partly opening to an unbounded view of 
the ſublime Atlantic ocean. Here they 
would divide themſelves into parties; 
ſome would ſearch for the prints of the 
feet of the ſea-turtle on the ſand, and 
diſcover the eggs, or the young in their 
progreſs to the water, or the mother per- 
haps herſelf, returning from a viſit to her 
progeny, and guiding them to the ſea. 
Others with their fowling- pieces would 
attack the ſnipes, or any other game they 
could meet: while another party would 
gather the large ſpecies of cockles called 
clams, or amuſe themſelves with the ſcap- 
net, or in drawing up the criels with crabs 
and lobſters; or viſiting, at low water, the 
nets in form of a ſpider's web, fixed in the 
ſea at the ends of hedges, and thence 

collect- 
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collecting fiſh of all deſcriptions. But the 
chief employment was ſhooting, angling, 
or drawing ſeines of great dimenſions. 
The numbers of herring, mackerel, blue 
fiſn, ſhad, baſs, and cod, which they 
would ſometimes take in theſe draughts, 
were aſtoniſhing: but to the naturaliſt, 
or ordinary ſpeculator, the variety of 
ſhell-fiſh, and curious marine productions, 
which were frequently drawn up, were 
highly amuſing and inſtructive. 

Here they "would ſometimes live for 
a week or a fortnight in tents; clad in 
ſhort waiſtcoats and long trowſers, with 
ſtraw or hammocks for their beds ; and 
ſuch fiſh and game as they could procure, 
for their ſupport. After their meals, in 
the heat of the day, ſuch as could play on 
the flute, fife, or violin, would amuſe the 
company with a tune, and often in the 
evening, the neighbouring ruſtics, with 
their families, would vifit the beach, and 


Join in a dance on the firm ſands of the 
| ſhore, 


It 
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It was in one of theſe excurſions, that, 
early on a ſummer's morning, Tim and 
ſome of his comrades were ſwimming 
from a boat at anchor, in which they had 
lodged their clothes. They had all got on 
board, and were dreſſing, except the lad 
we mentioned before as nobly refuſing to 
be his friend's executioner. He was about 
twenty yards from the boat, when they 
ſaw a ravenous ſhark at ſome little diſ- 
tance from him. They deſired him to 
haſten aboard ; but were afraid to tell him 
the cauſe, leſt his fears might have been de- 
ſtructive. Though he was in the power 
of the monſter, he delayed to ſeize his 
prey, receiving, as uſual, a ſavage plea- 
ſure in playing, as it were, with his victim. 
On this Tim plunged from the ſtern, with 
his coat in his left hand, and a long fiſher- 
man's knife -in the other. He in a few 
ſtrokes was between his friend and the 
ſhark, who turned, as our hero expected, 


on his back to give the fatal bite; but 


Tim, with incredible alertneſs and dex- 
terity, 
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terity, thruſt his coat towards the jaws of 
the monſter, who inſtantly ingulphed and 
entangled it in his jagged teeth, while 
our hero gave him three or four wounds 
in his bellv. The ſea was dyed with his 
gore; and after a little retreat, worried 
and embarraſſed by the cloth faſtened in 
his ſerrated jaws, and weakened by Iofs 
of blood, he returned heavily to the com- 
bat. Our hero received him with great 
preſence of mind, and uſed his knite fo 
bravely,” that with the aſſiſtance of the 
boat-hook and oars, with which thoſe in 
the canoe had aſſailed him) the monſter 
was ſubdued and drawn in triumph 
aſnore. 

His jaws and ſkin were ſent as a trophy 
to Berkeley Hall; and the old gentleman 
was very proud oi his grandfon, and faid, 
a victory like that deſerved an ovation, and 
would cover a multitude of Tim's pecca- 
dilloes. He ordered the ſpoils to be hung 
up under his favourite tulip-tree, diſtribut— 
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ing a hogſhead of cider among his neigh- 
bours, on the occaſion. | 
The attendant and companion of Tim 


on theſe excurſions was no other than 


honeſt Sancho, whom we have tranſiently 
mentioned in this hiſtory; though his 


- merits entitle him to particular attention; 


as young Tickle was more indebted to his 
inſtructions and example than any of his 
preceptors. He was a kind of univerſal 
genius, taught Tim all his gymnaſtic exer- 
ciſes, and made him the moſt expert lad 
in the country, in riding, ſhooting, fiſh- 
ing, and ſwimming. 


——¶ A. ——— — 


CHAP. XIX. 
SKETCH OF SANCHO'S CHARACTER, 
* Homily, in imitation of his neigh- 


bours, and through a want of white 
ſervants, kept half a dozen black ſlaves in 
his houſe, to manage his land and dil- 
charge 
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charge every menial office ; but they were 
treated with ſo much gentleneſs and af- 


fection, that they thought themſelves re- 


latives rather than ſervants, joint pro- 
prietors of the land, rather than like the 
beaſts of burden on it. Among the reſt 
was Sancho, who waited on his perſon, ac- 
companied him in his rides, and was now 
about twenty-five years of age, many of 


which he had ſpent in the Doctor's ſervice, 


He was a native of Bermudas, an expert 
failor and fiſherman, and as active in 
ſwimming as if the ſea had been his ele- 
ment, His former maſter had parted with 
him from a quarrel, which the Doctor 
often rclated as an inſtance of Sancho's 
ſimplicity. 

The old miſer to whom he 83 
was whimſically fond of a vault, or burial- 
place, formed out of a natural grotto of 
ſtone near his houſe, in which the bodies 
of his family had for many years been de- 
poſited. He regularly viſited it every day, 
and charged Sancho to give it a diurnal 
0 G 2 _ cleanſing, 
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clcanſing. This he faithfully executed; 
and one day his maſter coming in very 
full of ſpirits, ſaid, © Sancho, vou are a 
good boy: 1 ſee you are doing your 
duty.“ 

Pretty well, maſſa, God bleſs you.“ 

„Well, Sancho, when I die, where will 
you place my coffin?“ 

„Where it ſhould be, maſſa; along-ſide, 
or upon the top of my miſtreſs's : ſhe was 
a very good woman—God reſt her 
ſoul!“ 

“ Very right, Sancho,” ſaid the maſter : 
* and now, ſince you are a good lad, and 
keep the vault clean, I'll tell you what I 


mean to do with you, when you die. You 


ſhall have the honour of being p/aced aloug— 
ſide of me.” 

No, no, God forbid ! none of your 
tricks upon poor negro ! I ſee your cun- 
ning.—Me no will be buried near you. 
By and bye, when we arc dead, the debil 


will come to carry away maſſa, and zake 


toy; by mijlake, froor Sancho in the dark in 
/iis 


BERKELEY HALL. 125 


his flead. No, no! none of your tricks 
upon poor negro.” | 
This innocent ſimplicity ſo diſpleaſed 
the hard-hearted Skinkint, that he knocked 
him down with his ſtick, and a few days 
after, was juſt exporting him to the Bay 
of Honduras to exchange for logwood ; 
when Dr. Homily, hearing the ſtory, and 
the lad's good qualities, purchaſed him 
tor twenty pounds. 
He was alſo very partial to Sancho for 
a reply of his to a Preſbyterian juſtice be- 
fore whom he was ſummoned as a witneſs. 
His honour being of the oppoſite fide, 
wanted to qualh the evidence of Sancho, 
and therefore ſaid with a ſtern voice, © Be- 
fore we ſwear that black fellow, let us 
know whether he is a Chriſtian!“ Then, 
turning to him, he ſaid, with a menacing 
tone, © Sirrah, are you a Chriſtian? Tell 
us immediately,” : 
Sancho anſwered dryly : “ Not quite, 
maſlla, only half a Chriſtian.” 
G 3 % What 
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* What do you mean by not quite and 
half? What are you?” 

*Pm, your honour, only half a Chriſtian ; 
Tm a Preſbyterian.” 

For this attempt at wit, or rather ſim- 
ple miſtake, Sancho received a handſome 
flagellation ; which might probably have 
given the poor fellow an averſion to Preſ- 
byterians ; or rather, as he was not want- 
ing in common ſenſe, he might havere- 
marked Dr. Homily's cue, and affected 
this antipathy to humour his prejudices. 

- Though his former -maſter was a rigid 


Puritan, he had no ſeruple in cheating the 


king of his duties. He was remarkable 
for ufury and ſmuggling, and was ſup- 
poſed to vend more wine than he im- 
ported. In alluſion to this Sancho would 


often fay, My maſſa, heaven know, 


may be very good God-ward, but he be 
dammera fly and tricky man-ward ; yet he 


is very great ſaint, and work de miracle 
too, like Cana of Galilee or thereabouts, 


for 
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for he turn many hogſheads of cider and 
brandy into very ihe wine. 

In his deſire to pleaſe, however, he 
would ſometimes commit laughable mil. - 
takes. His intellects were ſo dull reſpect- 
ing theological queſtions, that he never 
rightly comprehended, notwithſtanding all 
the Doctor's lectures, the true ground of 
diſtinction between a Preſbyterian and a 
Churchman ; he never could conceive a 
juſt notion of the neceſſity of an unbroken 
ſucceſſion of biſhops, why kneeling at 
prayers was more proper than ſtanding, 
or a ſurplice more decent than a black 
coat; but, in his ideas, the ſpecific diſ- 
tinction between them conſiſted in the 
ſuppoſed ſourneſs, ſtarchneſs, and illi- 
berality of the one ſect, and the gentility, 
frankneſs, and conviviality of the other. 

A pleaſant miſtake aroſe from this cir- 
eumſtance. Dr. Homily had a number of. 
gentlemen of the neighbourhood fre- 
quent.y at his houſe, whom he always en- 
tertained as particular friends, and ex- 
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tolled as good churchmen. They were fa- 
cetious bottle companions, and uſually left 
him very merry, One night, when they 


had been indulging themſelves too freelv 


in drinking church and king, a gentle- 


man of the party was obſerved bv Sancho, 
reeling in the garden, tacking to and fro, 


and unable to gain the door. The ortho- 
dox black took him on his ſhoulders, 
brought him into the room, and being 
interrogated by his maſter, © What have 


you there, Sancho?“ -“ God bleſs you, 


gentlemen,” anſwered be, laying down 
his load on a chair, act another good 
churchman.” 

Sancho's honeſty, induſtry, and various 


acquirements, rendered him, notwithitand- 


ing his ſimplicity, one of the maſt uſeful 
domeſtics. Like the blacks of his iſland, 
in general, he was expert in fiſhing, and 
all aquatic exerciſes. He had been many 
voyages to the Weſt Indies, and Spanith 
Main, and was a tolerable ſeaman, car- 
penter, and cooper, He could knit a net, 
take 
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take a ſpell at the plough, work in the 
garden, fit up or mend ſhoes for man or 
horſe, ſhave, dreſs hair, and play upon the 
violin or French horn. By theſe various 
talents he was very valuable in a country 
where artiſans were few, and widely de- 
tached from each other. But his chief 
excellence was his fidelity and wonderful 
attachment to the Doctor and his grand- 
ſon. There was no danger or difficulty 
which he would not cheertully encounter 
to ſerve them ; no drudgery he would not 
undergo, no expedient deviſe, to gratify 
and entertain his young maſſa, as he called 

our hero. | 


= 
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CHAP. XX. 


COLLEGE ADVENTURES; WITH THE 
DESCRIPTION OF A PETTY TYRANT. 


IN purſuance of the plan of life which 
the Doctor had marked out for his 
alen, it was propoſed that he ſhould 
G 5 finiſh 
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| Finiſh his education at the univerſity of 
Oxford ; but he was perſuaded by Dr. 
N Sow by to let Tim graduate at an Ameri- 
can college in the neighbourhood, of 
1! which the Doctor was a tutor. Our hero 
Ii ſet out on this expedition accompanied 
| by -his faithful Sancho. He was admitted 
a member after due examination, took 
|| chambers, and commenced his ſtudies 
with great alacrity and intenſeneſs. The 
favourite branches cultivated at this ſe- 
minary, were logic, metaphyſics, the laws 
of nature and nations, and the moſt 
abſtruſe ſchool divinity. Edwards on 
Freewill, Locke, Sidney, Collins, Berkeley, 
Trenchard, Shaftſbury, the Rights of the 
Chriſtian Church, the Independent Whig, 
and other authors of this ſtamp, were in 
great currency among the ſtudents. Skill 
in diſputation was much ſtudied and ad- 
mired. So much did the argumenta- 
tive itch, the cacoethes diſputandi, prevail 
here, that their evenings were generally 
ſpent in diſcuſſing together the doctrines 
| of 
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of freewill, predeſtination, perſonal iden- 


tity, the idea of power, infinity, ſubſtance, 


immateriality, the equality of men, ſtate 
of nature, origin of government, and the 
like. | 
Tim became exceedingly enamoured 
of logical debate, plunged deeply into 
the great abyſs of metaphyſics, and pur- 
ſued his exerciſes as eagerly, with the 
ſyllogiſtic and forenſic weapons, as with 
his foil in ſtudying the manly art of de- 
fence, or his heels in practiſing a reel or a 
hornpipe. 

He received here alſo a bias to- 
wards thoſe principles and opinions, 


both religious and political, which 


his grandfather moſt execrated and ab- 
horred. The Doctor, for inſtance, idol- 
ized antiquity, and contended that ex- 
perience, with reſpect to political as well 
as natural philoſophy, was the only ſure 
miſtreſs and guide, the only ſolid founda- 
tion on which to build a ſyſtem, Tim, 
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on the contrary, in imitation of his great 
leader, the ſpeculative Sourby, delighted 


in demoliſhing old received opinions, and 


was ſtrongly prediſpoſed to admit a doc- 
trine merely becauſe it was ſingular and 
eccentric. 

It happend, however, that though our 
hero's talents and progreſs in metaphyſics, 
and his other ſtudies, were ſuperior to his 
fellows in general, they procured him little 
reſpect or attention from his ſuperiors. 
He could not, without mortification and 
reſentment, ſee all the honours of the in- 
ſtitution, and the favours of the learned 
body, laviſhed partially on a few inſolent 


coxcombs; who had nothing to recom- 


mend them, but the enormous landed 
eſtates of their fathers, or their ſeats in the 


Provincial aſſemblies or councils. Theſe 


mock nobleſſe had more family pride 
and ariſtocratical ſpirit, than the wealthieſt 


and moſt ancient of the European no- 
A. 
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Among the moſt arrogant of thefe 
mimic /-d/ings, was a Squire Aaron Fo- 
reſter, whoſe father had acquired an im- 
menſe property, and who was called by 
the people, © the great padrone, or pro- 
prictor,” from his extenſive tracts of land. 
A preference was claimed and given 
him on all occaſions to the moſt meri— 
torious of his fellow-ſtudents. His follies 
and even inſults to others were over- 


looked, and every pains taken to make 


him appear to merit, or, if not, to obtain, 

every proud diſtinction of the college. 
When lectures or experiments in na- 
tural philoſophy were given, or aſtrono- 
mical obſervations made, the ſquire had 
ſuch marked attention paid him, as if the 
whole was intended merely and exclu- 
ſively for his improvement. Not only 4o ; 
but, to gratify his own and family's vanity, 
at public examinations, before the truſtees 
or regents of the college, and the magiſ- 
trates and gentlemen of the country, our 
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hero was thrown in the back ground, to 


give ſquire Aaron room to exhibit his 
talents. Nay, Dr. Sourby carried his in- 
gratitude and ſelfiſhneſs ſo far, as, in a 
conteſt for a premium, to inform Aaron of 
the queſtions he would put, and to furniſh 
him with the moſt pertinent anſwers ; 
. which he had previous time given to com- 
mit to memory. By this ignominious 
procedure the laurel was torn from our 
hero, and placed on the ſtupid brow of 
the illiterate ſquire ; for, to ſay the truth, 
he had neither genius, induſtry, or taſte 
for literary purſuits ; but vanity to covet 
diſtinction, and impudence to ſupport his 


aſſumption of it. He was ſavage in his 


form, manners, temper, and amuſements, 


He delighted in confining animals of 


various kinds in his room, which reſem- 
bled-a menagerie, for the ſake of tortur- 
Ing and executing them himſelf in various 
modes, or to fatten them in the daintieſt 
manner for his voracious palate. He 
would 
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would travel at any time forty or fifty 


miles, to be entertained with the ſpeCtacle 
of a wretch expiring on the gallows; and 
has frequently been known to curſe the 


lenity of the government for reprieving 


a criminal, and robbing him of the plea- 
ſure of an execution. He was mean, 
penurious, and iraſcible ; and, confiding 
in his acknowledged ſuperiority of in- 
fAuence, inſulted all around him with im- 
punity. 


CHAP. XXI. 


HOSTILITIES COMMENCED, AND THE 
PETTY TYRANT HUMBLED. 


— NG the obvious pre- 
ference, on all occaſions, paid by 
Dr. Sourby, and the other tutors, to 
Foreſter, our hero's engaging manpers 
had gained him the attachment of all his 

com- 
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compeers, and the envy of the ſquire 
| and his brother ariſtocrats. Some in- 
[7 ſtances of the latter had irritated Tim's 
_ mind, and prepared him to embrace an 
I opportunity of retaliation. In particular, 
ö our hero's conviviality had drawn to his 
[ rooms ſome ſelect friends, who had been 
rather too free with the bottle, and were 
indulging themſelves, when the fquire 
took occaſion to enter the room, with 
| the excuſe of borrowing a book, but in 
0 reality to ſee who were preſent. 
| 

| 


The company becoming at laſt vocife- 
rous and riotous, Dr. Sourby ran to the 
door, and demanded entrance; on 
which the gueſts made their eſcape 
through the window, and Tim reluc- 
tantly gave the Doctor admittance. He 
reprimanded our hero ſeverely, who con- 
feſſed that ſome of the young gentlemen 
were preſent whoſe voices the Doctor 
alleged he had heard, but concealed the 
names of others who were not ſuſpected. 

TD They 
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They were ſummoned to the hall, and a 
fine and exerciſe impoſed on them ; and 
Tim being again queſtioned, confirmed 
his former aſſertion, that no others were 
concerned in the riot. On this the ſanc- 
timonious Aaron aroſe, and de-lared he 
could not, in conſcience, permit ſuch a 
flagrant breach of veracity to paſs unde- 
tected. He then told the names of thoſe 
who had been concealed, and obtained 
high applauſes for his pure morality ; 
while poor Tim received a moſt offenſive 
and degrading lecture, on the indefea- 
ſible and eternal obligation of truth. A 
conduct ſo mean and hypocritical, though 
it might meet with the feigned admira- 
tion of cringing ſycophants, drew on him 
the contempt and indignation of all his 
fellow-ſtudents; but of none more than 
Tim, who found the character he had al- 
ways honourably ſuſtained, of ftrict faith 
and unſullied veracity, branded with ig- 
nominy, through the treachery of Aaron, 
and his own generous aim to ſcreen his 

com- 
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companions from puniſhment. In this 
Irritable frame, ſome days after, the ſquire 
was ſtrutting about the hall, and diſplay- 
ing a medal, .inſcribed with © detur dig- 
niori, which had been wreſted from our 


hero, by corrupt influence, as uſual; when 


Tim ſtepped up and ſaid, with an audi- 
ble voice, | 


« Falſus honor juvat et mendax infamia terret, 
Quem ? niſi mendoſum et mendacem,” 


It ill becomes a fellow,” ſaid Fore. 


+ ter, © to uſe this language, who has been 


publicly convicted of falſchood, whoſe 
grandfather was a Jacobite and fugitive, 
and who is himſelf a mere uulius filius, 
a baſtard.” 

Tim did not deign to give a reply, 
but ruſhing on the bulky ſquire, who 
little expected ſuch freedom, twiſted his 
noſe, and led him by that organ acroſs the 
hall, roaring with pain and vexation, to 


the infinite delight of the by-ſtanders, 


none of whom, ſo. univerſally was he 
hated, 
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hated, offered to interfere in his favour. 
But as ſoon as he was liberated, he drew 
from his pocket a bunch of keys, which 
he uſually kept faſtened to a cord, and 


unexpectedly ſlung them againſt the head 


of our hero, with ſo much vehemence, 
that he was ſtunned with the blow, and 
tell to the ground. He was preparing to 
repeat his ſtroke, and jumped upon the 
breaſt of the proſtrate Tim; but honeſt 
Sancho, who was luckily preſent, flew 
to the relief of his maſter, diſarmed 
the ferocious ſquire of his weapon, and 
inſiſted on fair play. A ring was ac- 
cordingly made, and the battle was for 
ſome time fought with doubtful iſſue, one 
depending on his ſuperior ſize and weight, 
and the other on his agility and courage. 
As the former fought with great vehe— 
mence, and his exertions aroſe more from 
revenge than ſpirit, he was ſoon ex- 
hauſted, and was ready to yield, or re- 
treat from the combat; when our hero, 
ſpringing forward, gave him a blow in 
the 
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the gullet, which laid him ſprawling on 
the floor. His cowardice and malice 
here ſignally difplaved themſelves; for 
though he was not much hurt, he at- 
fected to be unable to riſe, groaned pite- 
ouſly, and was carried to his bed, ap- 
parently more dead than alive. "Tim's re- 
ſentment was changed into pity, by this 
appearance of danger. He was active in 
adminiſtering every thing that might tend 
to his reliet, and ſtrongly recommended 
that a ſurgeon ſhould be inſtantly ſent for: 
when, to their inexpreſſible ſurpriſe, the 
{quire exclaimed, with all the vindictive 
malice of a fury, © Seize the murderer, 
and have him conveyed to priſon. I will 
have no ſurgeon. I ſhall die with plea- 
ſure, that the raſcal may be hanged for 
my murder.” 

This ridiculous effort of cowardice 
and revenge diſſipated the fears of the 
anxious ſurrounders, and excited a hearty 
laugh at his expence, which ſo provoked 
the dying champion, that he ſeized a 

hatchet 
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hatchet that was beſide his bed, which 
he uſed in executing his brute victims, 
and threw it with all his force at the 
head of Tim, who would probably have 
loſt his life, if he had not dexterouſly 
evaded the fatal weapon. Our hero 
would, with the conſent of all the 
company, have chaſtiſed him ſeverely for 
this freth outrage, had not Dr. Sourby 
appeared to reſcue his darling pupil, 
Without delaying to hear a true ſtate 
of the caſe, he gave implicit credit to 
the invectives of Foreſter, expreſſed his 
condolence in all the eloquence of the 
moſt tender friendthip, and ordered our 
hero to his room, there to confine himſelf 
till further orders. 

When the coaſt was cleared, the ſquire 
lamented that he thould be the ſacrifice 
of his ſincerity and love of truth; and 
imputed this attack, to Tim's reſentment, 
and that of his colleagues, for being diſ- 
covered. He ſtated, that they had com- 
bined to affault him, and that Tim's 
black 
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11 black ſervant had held his hands, white 
= . his maſter beat him with impunity. Theſe 
i allegations, though unſupported, were 
| admitted as ſufficient evidences for the 
| condemnation of poor Sancho to a cruel 
| flagellation; and our hero, either to aſk 
1 pardon publicly of the ſquire, or to un- 
dergo a long confinement, and perform 
certain laborious exerciſes, by way of 
penance. The former he abſolutely re- 
fuſed, and ſubmitted reluctantly to the 
latter. 


CHAP. XXII. 


TREACHERY AND MEANNESS PROPERLY 
REWARDED. 


A DISPOSITION like the fquire's, 

would not eaſily forgive the humi- 
lation he had met with from our hero. 
He formed many fchemes of revenge: 
. but his cowardice prevented the execu- 
1 tion, His laſt reſort was to watch nar- 
| rowly 
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him in ſome vice or folly. He was often 
ſeen patrolling before the door of our 
hero's apartments, and even liſtening to 
the converſation within. A mean beha- 
viour like this, merited puniſhment, and 
Tim determined that he ſhould not want 
R. | 

A long entry led to our hero's room, 
the paſſage through which was very dark 
and obſcure, unleſs the mner door was 
opened, which was done of courſe, on 
any viſitor knocking at the outer door of 
the entry. In this paſſage Tim placed 
a ſtrong wire, about the height of the 
ſquire's noſe, directly acroſs, and two 


leather buckets with water ſuſpended a 


little higher from the ceiling. As he had 
an excellent electrical apparatus, he in- 
vited a few ſelect friends to aſſiſt him in 
ſome experiments. The ſquire was ſoon 
at his poſt, and as they were very convi- 
vial, and purpoſely talked loudly of cards, 
which were prohibited, as if in high play, 

he 


rowly the conduct of Tim, and to detect 
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he thought his buſineſs was done, p:3( 
away to Dr. Sourby, and informed him 
of this flagrant breach of the college ſta— 
tutes. The vigilant and obſequious tu- 
tor haſted with his guide on tiptocs, to 
detect poor Tim in the very fact. They 
opened the outer door ſoftly, and then 
ruſhed 50th precipitately through the pail- 
age, with full force againſt the wire, 
which encountering their noſes, they 
were thrown flat on their backs, recetv- 
ing at the ſame time a very ſtrong elec- 
trical thock, and the contents of the 
buckets, with which they were com- 
pletely ſouſed. They lay ſprawling on 


the ground, when Tim and his com- 


Panions, as if alarmed by the noite, 
opened the chamber door, and could 
ſcarcely refrain from laughter, at the ridi- 
culous figure of this par nobue fratrum, the 
doctor deprived of his wig by the fall, 
and mortified by this ſtrange diſcompo- 
ſure of his dignity, and the ſquire with 
chattering teeth, and bloody noſe, ſwear— 


ing 


BERKELEY HALL. 145 


ing revenge, and ſtriving to ſneak off 
from the ſcene of his diſgrace. Not- 
withſtanding the condolence and apolo- 
gies of Tim and his company, Dr. Sourby 
inſiſted that he was groſſly abuſed, and 
ſummoned them to appear in the hall, 
before the preſident and tutors ; where 
he arraigned them for an aſſault on 
his perſon, a contempt of his authority, 
and a malicious preconcerted plot to 
injure and diſgrace him and his truſty 
pupil, 

Tim's defence was fimple and con- 
vincing. He urged, that he was frying 
experiments in electricity, and had fixed 
up the wire as a conductor: that, had Dr. 
Sourby knocked at the outer door, he 
would have apprized him of his danger; 
but that he had ruſhed on precipitately 


into his quarters, without proper notice, . 


contrary to the ſtatutes, and muſt there- 
fore impute the diſaſter to his own im- 
prudence, This ſtatement was confirmed 
by the evidence of all the perſons who 
| VOL, 1. H | were 
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were preſent. The preſident, according- 
ly, acquitted our hero, obſerving, © I am 
very glad, young gentlemen, that you 
were ſo well employed: Dr. Sourby, you 
was certainly blameable in not knock- 
ing at the door before you entered, which 
good manners, as well as the ſtatutes, re- 
quire of you.” | 
The Dottor was greatly diſpleaſed at this 
ſentence; and the ſquire meditated, in his 
gloomy heart, nothing but revenge. Ac- 
© cordingly, one evening, when Tim and 
ſome of his companions were amuſing 
themſelves at cricket, he made his ap- 
| Pearance, booted, with a whip in his 
hand, and at laſt, approaching our 
hero, thus accoſted him: © You ſcoundrel, 
I have long owed you a handſome cor- 
rection; you are not worthy to be met as 
a gentleman, and therefore I will give 
you the diſcipline of a ſlave.” He then 
Jaid his whip moſt unmercifully over 
Tim's ſhoulders, who immediately ſeized 


one of the bats, and would ſoon have 
enced 


BERKELET HALL. 147 


ended the combat, but the blood-thirſty 
villain produced a piſtol from his pocket, 
and holding it cocked in one hand, kept 
Tim within reach of his laſh with the 
other. This baſe and daſtardly conduct 


ſo exaſperated Tim, that, regardleſs of 


danger, he drove at him with his bat, 
and ſtruck the piſtol from his trembling 
hand: Now,” cried he, © if you have 
another, we will meet on equal terms.” 
The ſquire was preparing to retreat, but 
Tim ſnatched the. whip from his hand, 
and applied it ſmartly over his head and 
ſhoulders; on which he took to his heels, 
and fled towards the village, vociterat- 


ing, © Help!” and“ Murder!” Our hero 


rather too ardently purſued him, laſhing 
him before him in the chaſe, till Aaron, 
frantic with pain and rage, could endure 
no longer; but ſnatching up a large 
ſtone, he turned, and levelled it at the 
head of our hero, with ſo much ſucceſs, 
that it brought him to the ground. The 
H 2 ſquire, 
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ſquire, "elated, ſprung on his ' proſtrate 
foe; but Tim, in the courſe of a few 
moments, recovered himſelf, and got up- 
permoſt in the ſtruggle. He was pum- 
melling Aaron ſeverely, when the baſe aſ- 
ſaſſin drew a dirk, which he had carried 
concealed for'the purpoſe in his coat, 
and gave our hero a ſtab in the fleſhy 
part of his arm; and a ſecond thruſt, 
4 which was aimed at his heart, entirely 
x diſabled the unfortunate Tim, and was 
li thought by him and the ſpectators, who 
i'8 were now approaching, to be mortal. 
| With this perſuaſion alſo the villain 
x fled to the village, and was ſoon after 
4 purſued by the crowd, whoſe attention 
| mad been at firſt engaged by the wounds 
i of Tim. 
I * Notwithſtanding a ſtrict ſearch for 
= ſome hours, he remained undiſcovered; 
*thouph- they explored every houſe, mi- 
nutely, through the village. At laſt 
| Sancho was heard bawling from a 
window, 
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window, © Hurrah ! hurrah! me have 
found. the. villain.” The ſquire, it 
ſeems, in-his flight, on turning a corner, 
ſaw a door open, and ſtole up ſtairs 


into the garret, made. his way through 


the cockloft and trap-door, to the roof ; 
which being on a level with the 
whole row, he. ran over many. of the 


houſe-tops; and, at laſt, deſcended a 


chimney into a bed-room, whence he 
proceeded flyly to the garret, and hid 
himſelf under a large heap: of dried cod- 
fiſh. Here the indefatigable ſearch of 
Sancho diſcovered him ; and he was led 
priſoner, with the moſt diabolical and ca- 
daverous countenance, amid the ſhouts 
of the crowd, to the college hall; and 
thence to a magiſtrate, who admitted him 
to- bail, as it, was found that Tim's 
wound was not ſo dangerous as had 
been thought, the weapon having only 
glanced againſt his ribs. 

Our hero ſpeedily recovered from this 
* and it was generally expected 
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that expulſion would have been the 
ſquire's fate: but though there were fre- 
quent meetings of the truſtees and 
learned body on the occaſion, and Foreſ- 
ter remained at home for ſome months, 
by the great influence of his family and 
friends, the ſtorm blew over; and he was 
admitted to his former ſtanding, with a 
private reprimand, it may be ſuppoſed; 
but without making any conceſſions to 
Tim. Our hero, therefore, thought him- 
ſelf juſtified in ſending a friend to the 
doughty ſquire, to demand for himſelf 
the ſatisfaction uſual on ſuch occaſions. 
Aaron made no anſwer, but delivered 
the billet to Dr. Sourby, as a freſh proof 
of Tim's violence, and of his own for- 
giving and chriſtian temper. This pro- 
duced the occurrences which are re— 
corded in the next Chapter. 
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C HAP. XXIII. 


VR. SOURBY'S NOTION OF TRUE COU- 
RAGE, AND A STRIKING EXAMPLE 
OF IT. 


(Þ= hero being ſummoned to appear, 
was gravely ſcated in a chair, when 

the Doctor, with ſolemn tone and man- 

ner, began the following harangue : 

From the reſpect I bear your ho- 
noured grandfather, I am ſorry to have 
had ſo many occaſions to reprove you; 
and particularly from your late conduct 
to find, that the many excellent leſſons 
of morality you have received, produce 
no better fruits.” 

«I hope,” ſaid Tim, © you never meant 
to teach me to ſuffer villains to eſcape 
with impunity, or to ſubmit my honour 
to be attacked, without reſiſtance. He 
who will not defend his own rights, will 


be a poor defender of thoſe of the com- 
munity,” 


H 4. «The 
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« The courage,” rejoined the Doctor, 
« which you and many others boaſt of, is 
rank pride and haughtineſs of ſoul ; the 
effect of animal ſpirits, and ungovern- 
able paſſion, not founded on reflection, 
nor under the direction of reaſon and 
found philoſophy. You ſhould endea- 
vour, after my example, to ſquare and 
| proportion every emotion and action to 
11 the importance of the object. By theſe 
1 means you will, like me, acquire a per- 
| | fett equanimity and fortitude, in every 
it ſituation and trial; face every danger 
| || without fear, and encounter every difh- 
I culty without diſcompoſure. Nothing, 
C || indeed, but conſcious integrity, the mens 
couſcia recti, can enſure this philoſophic 
apathy ; for my part, I can ſay with Ho- 


| race, Si fractus illabatur orbis, impavidum 
| 
| 
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ferient ruinæ : 


ct Should the whole frame of nature round me break, 
li I, unconcern'd, could hear the mighty crack.” 
| Crricn, 
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A few days after this converſation, an 
adventure occurred, which occaſioned 
much ſpeculation, and diſplayed the Doc- 
tor's immaculate virtue, and unſhaken in- 
trepidity, in their genuine colours. Strange 
noiſes had been frequently heard at night, 
in the ſtair-caſe, near Aaron's door, which 
was oppolite to Sourby's ; ſometimes they 
reſembled the braying of an aſs, the 
mewing of a cat, ſcreeching of an owl, 
howling of a dog, or a compound of 
them all. They were a great annoyance 
to the ſquire, who had often a collection 
of animals in his room, ſuch as a fox, 
cats, dogs, and rats; which, as we be- 
fore obſerved, were kept for his amuſe- 
ment, in torturing or executing them. 
On hearing the noiſes at the door, they 
would immediately join chorus, to the 
great vexation of the ſquire, who was as 
cowardly as he was cruel, and whoſe 
guilty breaſt was conſtantly tortured with 
the moſt ſuperſtitious apprehenſions of 
hobgoblins and demons. He was lying 
* H 5 in 
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in bed one night, about this time, ſhud- 
dering with fear, when he heard one of 
the moſt ſingular ſounds in his chimney, 
that had yet reached his affrighted ears. 
At one time it reſembled plaintive muſic 
of a ſweetneſs mote than mortal, then 
gently ſwelling into a louder ſtrain, it 
filled the room with ſolemn ſounds, ſo 
that a perſon of the firmeſt nerves might 
have believed it to be ſupernatural. This 
was ſucceeded by the moſt hideous and 
offenſive notes, as of ſome harſli and 
ſqueaking inſtrument. The ſquire was 
now bathed in ſweat, and looked trem- 
bling around, in expeCation of ſome 
ſpectre, but could ſee nothing by the 


light of the moon through his window, 


which was open to allay the intolerable 
heat of the weather, and was about ten 
feet from the garden. 

The noiſe had now intermitted, and he 
compoſed himſelf for reſt, when, to his 
amazement, he felt the ſheet gradually 
drawn from him. He ſummoned ſuffi- 
£ cient 


BERKELEY HALL. 155 


cient courage to look around and exa- 
mine; and fully ſatisfied himſelf that no 
perſon or animal was near. He then 
returned to the bed, and fixed the ſheet 
under his chin; but was in a ſhivering 
fit on finding it again drawn gradually 
from him. He rubbed his eyes, ſhook 
his ears, fat up, and then placed his head 
again on the pillow, when, to his appre- 
henſion, the inviſible hand of ſome demon 
drew the ſheet once more ſoftly down : 
he then ſeized it, in an agony, and pulled 
it over his head ; when, to his utter con- 
ſternation, it flew oft with a violent jerk, 


and left him quite naked. This was 


followed by a noiſe like thunder, and a 
voice, more than human, repeating in the 
moſt ſolemn manner, © Prepare! prepare !” 
On which he heard an aſtoniſhing rattling 
of chains, and ſaw two monſters ruſh 
down the chimney amain, into his room : 
one appeared to him to be an apparition 


of the ſize of a lion, walking at pleaſure 


erect, or on all-fours, with an enormous 
H 6 ſnout 
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ſnout and length of teeth, large claws, 
black hair, long tail, and ſaucer. eyes; 
fire ſeemed to iſſue from it on all ſides, 
in exploſions of the moſt ſulphurous 
ſmell. In ſhort, the moſt creative imagi- 
nation could picture nothing more 
truly diabolical. He rattled a chain at 
his neck, and was purſued by another 
fiend in the ſhape of a cat, with fiery 
eyes, diffuſing odours which ſeemed 


derived from the infernal pit. As ſoon 


as they were alighted they ſcampered 
grinning and ſqualling through the 
rooms, daſhed among the animals that 
were priſoners, and drove them, equally 
terrified with the owner, towards the bed 
where he lay ſhaking with fear. The 
monſters leaped on and off the panic- 


_ ſtruck ſquire, who now roared out, Lord 


have mercy on me!“ and began to repeat 
the Lord's prayer as loudly and diſtinctly 

as his fears would permit. 
The ſpectres, after capering about the 
room, vaniſhed through the window, to 
all 


BERKELEY HALL. 157 11 


all appearance in a flame of lightning, 
leaving a moſt execrable effluvium behind 
them; and at the ſame time a gigantic 
figure, breathing fire and ſmoke from his 
noſtrils, thruſt his gorgon head through 
the window into the room, bellowing out, 
in a voice like thunder, Cruel monſter, 
repent ! repent !” 

This laſt ſpectre was too much for the 
nerves of the ſquire: his teeth chattered, 
he was totally convulſed, and his bed 17 
quivered under him. Fear at laſt 
drove him to one deſperate effort: he 
ſprung, as faſt as his heels could carry 
him, out of his room into the entry, roar- 
ing at the door of Dr.'Sourby's apartment, 
Help! help!! murder! murder!“ 

The Doctor hearing his well-known i 
voice, opened his door on a jar, inquiring, 4 
for God's ſake, what was the matter? i 
The ſquire made no reply, but ruſhed on, { 
paſſed the Doctor (who would have pre- 
vented him), into his bed-room, daſhed 4 
under the ſheets, and covered his head,. 1 
roaring, © We are haunted! a ghoſt! a 
devil! 
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devil! a whole hoſt of imps! all hell is 
broke looſe to torment us!” But what 
was his aſtoniſhment when he heard, on 
his entrance into the Doctor's bed, another 
ſpirit beſide him exclaim, in a female 
voice, © Dear Doctor! Lord have mercy 


on us! What have we here? Dear Sour- 


by, O Sourby, protect me! Help me! 
What can this be ?” 

The cries of the ſquire, and the hubbub 
below, had by this time alarmed the ſtudents 
in the upper apartments, who ſallied down, 
with our hero and Sancho, to inquire the 
cauſe: but what was the common ſur- 
priſe, on their unexpected entrance with 
a light, to find Dr. Sourby crawling about 
on the floor in his ſhirt, with a woman's 
petticoat about his ſhoulders, his teeth 
chattering with fear, and his head greatly 
contuſed by the fall which the ſudden ir- 
ruption of the mad ſquire had occaſioned. 
Aaron's wild and tame domeſtics had alſo 
ruſhed in with him, partaking the dread 
of their maſter, and augmenting the poor 


Dottor's 
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Doctor's conſternation by their ſqualls and 
howls.—But when our hero and his compa- 
nions entered the Doctor's bed-room—O dea 
certe —Bluſh humanity | Bow thy head, 
proud philoſophy !—on the bedſide was ſit- 
ting a fair nymph trying to conceal herſelf 
with the curtains—not one of the chaſte 
| Graces, but a wanton damſel of the Cyprian 
corps—the very identical Sapphic maid ſo 
famed for her amours, and afterwards for 
her intereſting adventures. The next object 
which ſtruck their aſtoniſhment, was the 
booby ſquire ſtewing in his own greaſe, 
and rolling his eyes wildly in all the 


frenzy of extreme fear. He gave a moſt - 


extraordinary narrative of the hobgoblins 
which had aſſaulted him, offering to atteſt 
the whole the next day before a magi-, 
ſtrate. No perſuaſions could induce him 
to return to his apartments. The lady 
in the mean time had huddled on her 
clothes; and Dr. Sourby having ſlipt on 
his night-gown, took our hero and his 
companions into his ſtudy, where, in the 

moſt 
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moſt abject manner, he fell on his knees, 


entreated them to have pity on his caſe, 
and conceal his diſhonour, adding, © Nemo 


| ſine vitiis naſcitur“ (every man has his 


faults). Our hero, with his wonted good- 
humour and frankneſs, took the Doctor 
by the hand, repeating, with a ſmile, 
& Hanc veniam petimus, damuſque viciſſim” 
(we muſt give and take, Doctor). He 
then recommended that the lady ſhould 


be immediately conveyed to her lodgings, 


or concealed in his room till the could be 
ſent out without diſcovery. The Dottor 


approved of the former, and loaded our 
hero with careſſes for his ſpirit and gene- 


roſity. After which they all retired peace- 
ably to their beds, and Tim and Sancho 
enjoyed heartily the ſucceſs of their enter- 
priſe ; for the reader has probably fore- 
ſeen that they had a principal hand in this 
conjuration. 

As the ſquire juſtly merited, and San- 


cho wiſhed to inflict on him ſome punifh- 


ment for his crimes, this method was 
| adopted, 
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adopted. The honeſt fellow had a large 
baboon brought privately from Berkeley 
Hall, which having been long in the 
family was greatly under command. He 
prepared ſome maſks of the moſt hideous 
kind ; and having procured a pole-cat, 
called in America a ſkunk, remarkable for 
the fœtor of its urine, he faſtened it to the 
tail of the baboon; who was garniſhed with 
ſome crackers and ſquibs, a chain about his 
neck, and monſtrous vizour on his face. 
Thus provided, Sancho aſcended by 
a ſkuttle to the roof, with a ſpeaking- 
trumpet, a boatſwain's whiſtle, and a 
piſtol. He began his operations by his 
uſual imitations of birds and beaſts, in 
which he excelled. An #olian harp 
ſucceeded :—then firing his piſtol, and 
roaring through the trumpet, he threw 
the baboon and his companion, with the 
fireworks in a blaze, down the chimney ; 
which produced the ſcene deſcribed. 

Our hero was properly diſguiſed for his 
part, with a formidable maſk, and a pair 


of 


vg 
1 

7 „ 
14 
wt 


162 BERKELEY HALL. 


of ſtilts, on which he could walk dexte- 
rouſly, and mount to a level with the 
window, to which he had in the evening 
conducted a line, faſtened by a hook to 
the ſquire's ſheet. —Here he had a laugh» 
able view of the whole, and was ready, 
on the monkey's retreat through the 
window, as was forcſeen, to ſecure him 
by the chain, deliver him from his uneaſy 
companion, and conduct him privately to 


his room. 


The whole plot ſucceeded admirably : 
but was of a very miſchievous tendency 
to the Doctor and the Squire. The latter 
was very ill for a week; and ſuſpecting 
that it was an invention to haraſs him, 
complained loudly of it to the preſident 
and tutors; and out of ill- nature and re- 


venge, or the pure love of miſchief, ac- 


cuſed Dr. Sourby of incontinency. This 
led to a ſerious examination of the buſi— 
neſs: but though he related circumſtan- 
tially the whole, and ſaid he was ready to 
depoſe that he found a woman in the 


Doctor's 
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Doctor's bed, and called upon our hero 


and the other gentlemen to ſupport him, 


yet his character was now ſo odious, 
many parts of his ſtory ſo wild and. exag- 


gerated, that little credit was paid to him; 


and the Doctor was acquitted, on Tim 
and his companions declaring that he was 
innocent, and the ſquire's accuſation a 
mere viſion of his fancy, or figment of his 
.malice, 

This magnanimity of our hero entirely 
* ſubdued the heart of Sourby, and made 
him ever after greatly attached to Tim, 


and a profound admirer of his talents 


and virtues: but as ſo ridicvlous a tranſ- 
action could not long be ſmothered, the 
{tory by degrees got wind; and ſuch ſtrong 
ſuſpicions were entertained of the Doc- 
tor's criminality, that he had hints given 
him that his reſignation and departure 
would be very acceptable to the college ; 
which he accordingly quietly complied 
with. Tim alſo having gone through 
with applauſe the uſual courſe of ftudies, 

was 
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was admitted to the degree of Bachelor 
of Arts; and returned, with his faithful 
Sancho, to the rural pleaſures of Berkelcy 
Hall ; whither we ſhall follow them ns 
next Chapter, 


— — A 


CHAP. XXIV. 


FRESH INSTANCES OF THE SURPRIS-· 
ING AND MARVELLOUS, 


1 O his arrival at Berkeley Hall in the 
_. evening, Tim found his grandfather 
[i in perfect health, encircled with an agree- 
| able party of his friends—Mr. Lumeire ; 
1 Dr. Bellamy, a neighbouring phyſician; 
and Mr. M*Gregor, an attorney. After 
the uſual warm reception and inquiries, 
the diſcourſe turned on the intelligence 
of the day, and of courſe on the adven- 
WY tures. of the laſt Chapter. 

Wt I am ſurpriſed that in this enlightened 
age, ſaid Dr. Homily, © people ſhouid 
* readily believe in ſupernatural appear- 
4 ances, 
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of 
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ances, and wonder-working {peciros, 
when there never occurred, in all the 
hiſtory of the world, a well-auihenticates 
fact of this nature; and in moſt caſes, 
where full examination could be made, 
the deception has been detected, and ap- 
pearances fully accounted for by natural 
cauſes.” 

„The human mind is exceedingly diſ- 
poſed to admire,” ſaid Tim, © the wonder- 
ful and extraordinary: nothing fixes the 
attention of the moſt drowſy like a tale of 
a fairy, giant, necromancer, wizard, or 
apparition ; and there ſeems as little 
reaſon to believe the exiſtence of the one 
as of the other.” 

« I conceive,” ſaid Mr. M*Gregor, 
* that the univerſality of this propenſity to 
hear and believe ſuch marvellous narra- 
tives, proves that there is a foundation in 
nature and truth for the credibility of the 
real exiſtence of immaterial beings, and 
their appearance and interference ſome- 
times in human affairs; whence elſe 
| could 


laws of this Kind may be accounted for, 
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could ariſe ſuch a concurrence in the 
opinions of people of all nations, coun- 
tries, and times ?” 

« Becauſe,” ſaid Tim, © the vulgar in 
all countries are credulous ; and there 


are never wanting impoſtors to invent 


fables and prodigies to gratify this love of 
the marvellous,” | 
The vulgar, I grant, may have often,” 


rejoined M Gregor,“ been deceived ; but 


the very deception proves the exiſtence of 
a reality correſpondent to this natural 
belief: the impoſition is an imitation of 
truth, and the ſhadow a proof of the ſub- 
ſtance. Whence (not to ſpeak of the Mo- 
ſaic ſyſtem) could the wiſeſt legiſlatures 
have been induced to paſs laws, inflicting 
death on wizards and witches, on necro- 


mancers and magicians, unleſs they had 
been convinced that they were in exiſt- 
ence, and not non-entities, mere Crea- 
tures of the imagination?“ 


“ think,” replied Dr. Homily, “ ſome 


by 
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by the legiſlature's (I will not ſay wiſely) 
accommodating itſelf to the prejudices 
of the people, to take from their hands 
the puniſhment of ſuch ſuppoſed crimi- 
nals, and thus to ſhield the innocent from | q 
the fanatic and credulous.” b 
This argument might have held 
good,” faid Mr. M Gregor, “ did not the 
hiſtory of England itſelf ſhew that ſuch 
laws were extant, and acted upon down 
to the reign of James I. in the moſt rigor- 
ous manner, as the numbers of executions 
prove.” | 1 
* Any conſiderable number of execu- 1 
tions in Great Britain, I muſt deny ; but | 
you might have quoted your examples,” 4 

| ſaid Dr. Homily, © from the laws of New "3 
England, and the numerous judicial deci- s 


ſions on them, in the reign of Charles II. . 
g The fanatical ſpirit prevailed ſo much 1 
: among that ſpawn of the Englith round- | 
heads, that they all ſaw viſions and = 
C dreamt dreams, till their enthuſiaſtic | 7 
3 


imaginations became ſo heated, that ap- 5. 
7 | paritions, Jy 
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paritions, witches, and hobgoblins, ab- 
ſolutely diſturbed the peace of the com- 
munity. New ſuſpicions and freſh cri. 
minals aroſe in proportion as the execu- 
tion of magicians and witches increaſed, 
till the judges themſelves were ſuſpeQed, 
and the evil grew to ſuch magnitude, 
that the king was under the neceſſity of 
iſſuing a proclamation to prevent any 
further executions or commitments for 
ſorcery. A full proof this, that the be- 
lief ariſes from fanatical credulity and 
1mpoſture.” 

« As men improve,” ſaid Tim, © and 
philoſophy diffuſes its light, theſe crea- 
tures of darkneſs vaniſh, and are no 
more. They are proper to the ſoil of ig- 
norance and ſuperſtition; and it was 
diſgraceful to the legiſlature to counte- 
nance ſuch impoſition and cruelty.” 

« You are rather too ſevere,” ſaid 
Dr. Sourby, who had entered during the 
converſation, ce on the deſcendants of the 


old Puritans; for you will find your two 
cham- 
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champions, Laud and Clarendon, moſt 
ſtrongly tinctured with this credulity. 
The former was a great ovſerver of ſigns 
and ſeaſons, was much alarmed by 
dreams and lots; he notices in his diary, 
with gloomy apprehenſions, that his pic- 
ture on a certain day had fallen down. 
Your favourite hiſtorian relates circum- 
ſtantially, a converſation between the 
Duke of Buckingham, and his father's 
ſteward; who told him many things, 
which none but his father and he were 
privy to, aſſuring the Duke, that his de- 
ceaſed maſter had appeared to him, and 
ordered him to charge his ſon not to go 
on the expedition to Rochelle, as it 
would be fatal to him. The Duke in- 
formed Clarendon and Biſhop {aud of 
this converſation before his departure, 
little regarding the prediction, though ſo 
fatally verified by the event. You have 
not forgot this, and Charles I.'s trial of 
the Sortes Virgilianæ at Oxford, when 
he fixed on a paſſage clearly deſcriptive 
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of his future defeats, ſufferings, and 
death.” 

* Theſe great characters partook,” 
faid Dr. Homily, © of the gloomy preju- 
dices of thoſe convulſed and diſtempered 
times, when the agitated minds of men 
were in uniſon with the marvellous and 
terrific. But I would not be underſtood 
to carry the argument ſo ſar, as to deny 


that there may be ſupernatural interpoſi- 


tions, and communications of knowledge, 


when the greatneſs of the occaſions, and 


urgency of the caſe, may juſtify them ; as 
might be ſaid of the examples you have 
produced, as well as that of the moſt 


_ diſtinguiſhed patriot of thoſe times, Lord 


Falkland, who is ſaid to have had a fore- 
warning of his fate on the night preceding 


his glorious fall at the battle of New- 


bury.” 

«Such notices have been common to 
great men,” ſaid Dr. Bellamy, © in all 
ages: witneſs the appearance of the 
phantom to Brutus, andits pronouncing ſo 

ſolemnly, 
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ſolemnly, Brutus, 1 am thy evil genius.“ 


— Speak on, ſaid Brutus. — I will meet 
thee again at Philippi. —“ I will meet 
thee there, ſaid the hero: but a weight 
hung on his mind during the fatal day 
on which he expired. The warning of 
the ſoothſayer to Cæſar, that he ſhould 
beware of the ides of March, and the 
dream and expoſtulation of his wife be- 
fore his murder, are inſtances in point.” 

* You need not aſcend to antiquity,” 
ſaid Mr. Lumeire, © or confine your 
examples to heroes and kings; for Dr. 
Homily can teſtify a ſingular occurrence 
of this kind, in which we were parties, 
About ten years paſt, we were travelling 
on a party of pleaſure from New York to 
Philadelphia, and had reached the beauti- 
ful village of Burlington. The inn being 
much crowded, the Doctor and I were 
conſtrained to put up with a double- 
bedded room.” 

« I very well recollect it,“ ſaid Dr. 


| Homily; „ and that you went to bed in 


I 2 the 
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the higheſt ſpirits, and a full determina- 
tion to procced on our journey the next 
day. About three o'clock in the morn— 
ing you awoke me, and aſked what ! 
ailed, and I anſwered, Nothing. You 
obſerved that I had groaued frequently : 
but I was noways conſcious of it. We 
continued waking, and I could hear 
nothing; but my friend, Mr. Lumeire, 
aſſerted that he heard the ſame groans 
during the whole night. We examined IM 
the clofets, and various parts of the Ml 
room—but in vain. At breakfaſt the 
one-horſe chair was ordered : but. I was 
much ſurpriſed to hear him ſay, that I 
might proceed in it to Philadelphia, but 
he was reſolved to return inſtantly, as he 
1 was ſure his father was dying at New 
1 York. In vain I rallied him; and ſhewed 
1 there could be no inference from the 
1114 ſound, if even a fact. He agreed in the 
1 argument; but ſaid, the impreſſion was 
ſo ſtrong on his mind, of ſuch being the 
ſtate of his father, that his determination 
was 


pd „ }_ © 
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was fixed. I agreed at laſt to return 
with him. Nothing material occurred 
till our approach to Powles look, oppo- 
ſite to New York; when a horſeman 
paſſed us on full ſpeed, and immediately 


turned, and approaching, ſaid, Is either 


of you gentlemen named Lumeire ” My 


friend anſwered trembling ; and received 


a letter from his ſiſter, dated the night 
on which the groans were heard, inform- 
ing him that his father was dying, and 
earneſtly wiſhed to ſee him. On our 
arrival at New York we found the old 
gentleman given over by the phyſicians ; 
but he recovered, and is yet alive.” 

* It is a preſumption againſt the 
truth,” ſaid Dr. Bellamy, © of ſuch phæ- 
nomena, that they are of 20 uſe. It cannot 
be credited, that Providence ſhould 
change the conſtitution of things, and 
miraculouſly interpoſe without any end, 
or an unworthy one.” 

Where,“ ſaid Tim, “ ſuch an infi- 
nite number of dreams and imprefſions 

LI occur 


oY 


174 BERKELEY HALL. 


occur in life, it is not wonderful that 
they ſhould ſometimes tally with the 
future events. Theſe cafes are diligently 
recorded; whereas the numberleſs in- 
ſtances of diſappointment and incongruity 
are forgotten. But as theſe foreſights, 
dreams, and impreſſions, carry no mark 
1 or criterion by which you can with any 
| Fil certainty diſtinguiſh the true from the 


40 falſe, they can be no uſeful ground of ar- 
ö | | j gument or action, and are only fit for poets, 
Wl nurſes, and noveliſts. I remember an in- 
TX ſtance of two gentlemen who had engaged 
I | | to go on a party of pleaſure on the river. 


Early in the morning, one -of them told 
i me of a ſtrange dream he had the preced- 


| 1 | ing night ; in which he ſaw his friend 
| | fall overboard, and drowning : this ſo 
1 alarmed him, that he awoke, and looking 
1 at his watch, found it was three in the 
3 4 morning. Soon after he had finiſhed his 
A! ſtory his friend arrived, and faid, with an 
1 ö anxious countenance to us, We mult, 

| | 4 I believe, defer our expedition to another 


day 


BERKELEY HALL. 175 


day for I had a terrible dream laſt night, 
in which I ſaw you drowning—1 ſtruggled 
to ſave you=and awaking, examined 
my watch, and it was three o'clock.” 
This ſurpriſing coincidence of their 
dreams would have deterred moſt per- 


ſons; but they went on the party, aud 


met with no mal-adventure.” 

We are not to argue,” faid Mr. 
M*Gregor, “ againſt the exiſtence of a 
thing becauſe we cannot conceive the 
reaſon or end of it. We cannot doubt 
that there are ſnakes, tarantulas, and muſ. 
quitoes, though no philoſopher has yet 
aſſigned an adequate benevolent end of 
their exiſtence,” 

When you have proved to us,” ſaid 
Tim, © the reality of ſpectres, and ſuper- 
natural communications, as evidently as 
that of ſerpents, &c. we will admit it 
without proof of the cui bono, the utility 
of ſuch miraculous interpoſitions. But 
as we find theſe wonders are ſcen and 
wrought chiefly by night, in the du keſt 


I 4 ages, 
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ages, and generally before the moſt 
ignorant, we have every reaſon to con— 
clude them to be the offspring of ſuper- 
ſtition and fanaticiſm ; becauſe, as theſe 
have declined, the reign of viſions, 
oracles, ſpectres, and ſorcery, has been 
almoſt totally abolithed ; and where, in 
general, pretenſions have been made to 
extraordinary powers, and preternatural 
agency, on due examination they have 
proved to be miſtakes or impoſitions.“ 
The Taiſch, or gift of ſecond fight,” 
replied Mr. M*Gregor, © has been ſuf— 
ficiently authenticated in Scotland. The 
Lairds in ſome of the iſles have deſcribed 
the number and dreſs of their gueſts, be- 
fore they have been expected ; and the 
death and funeral of their friends, before 
they were known to be ill. You are well 
acquainted with the character of my 
friend Mr. Field, who reſides near Burling- 
ton. He returned home one night in a 
penſive humour, and ſaid he had ſeen 
the figure of his moſt intimate acquaint- 
| | ance, 
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ance, who reſided at Barbadoes: that * 
he ſaid, * I am dead —and we are both i 
miſtaken. There is a ſtate after this.” q: 
The ſpectre vaniſhed—and Field de- 
clared the matter and hour to all the | x 
neighbourhood : and 1t 1s an undoubted "i 
fact that news, feven weeks after, arrived, 
that the gentleman died on the very night 
and hour which Field had marked out.” ö 
6 Your friend Bob Field,” ſaid Mr. | 
Lumeire, © was a notorious wag, and 
fond of ſporting with the credulity of his 
neighbours. I ſhould myſelf pay more 
credit to your account of the haunted 
houſe and apparition in Scotland, than 1 
to any of that arch-fabuliſt. Favour us, if 4A 
you pleaſe, Mr. M*Gregor, with the anec- | 
dote.“ | 
The attorney was beginning his tale, h Y 
when Sancho came in, and informed them 4 
that ſupper was ready in the next room. 9 
We ſhall therefore adjourn the converſa- , 
tion to the ſucceeding Chapter. ! 
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CHAP. XXV. 


FORCE OF IMAGINATION. 


* AS you requeſt it, I will relate the 

© adventure,” ſaid Mr. M*Gregor, 
e though it militates againſt my arguments. 
I was on a viſit in Galloway, Scotland, 
at the farm-houſe of Netherla, with my 
family and ſome friends. A worthy 
clergyman of the neighbourhod one 
day aſked me, whether I had ever ob- 
ſerved any ſingular noiſes and appear- 
ances in the houſe? I told him we had 
at night. He ſaid, the reaſon of his in- 
quiry was, that the houſe was reputed 


to be haunted; and the laſt tenant had 


on that account quitted it. I thanked 
him for his information, and promiſed to 
be more attentive to the circumſtance. 
Two young ladies from Kirkcudbright, 
an officer of the navy, and an Engliſh 
clergyman, were at this time on a viſit 

in 
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in the houſe. They had often remarked 
the rocking of a cradle in the garret, and 
the noiſe of the feet of a human perſon 
walking up and down the ſtairs, ſome— 
times for an hour's continuance in the 
night. We poſted ourſelves near the gar- 
ret, and when we heard the cradle rock, 
ruſhed up, and found it in motion, but 
nothing near it, or in any of the adjoin- 

ing apartments. | 
{« Theſe myſterious movements excited 
univerſal alarm, particularly among the 
ladies and ſervants. As ill luck would 
have it, I one night neglected to faſten 
my door ; and the ſpectre, after traverſing 
the houſe as uſual, with a diſtin& ſtep, 
entered the room, and walked very de- 
liberately round, and then down ſtairs. I 
confeſs my agitation was great; for though 
the moon ſhone bright, my wife and I 
law nothing as we lay; though we heard 
the footſteps in the plaineſt manner, near 
the bed and through the room. The ap- 
parition ſoon after aſcended the ftairs, 
16 and 
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and returning from the garret, entered 
once more our bed-room ; on which, 
hearing it at the furtheſt corner, I jumped 
up and fixed my back to the door, when 
the ghoſt approached me, and leaped im- 
mediately on me. My ſurpriſe, at firſt, 
was extreme; and I could not withhold a 
ſhriek ; but, in a moment, I found my 
miſtake and ſafety. The ghoſt proved to 
be an old Newfound/and dog, who was 
lame of a leg, flept all day in the kitchen, 
and, at night, amuſed himſelf with hop- 
ping up and down ſtairs, making thereby 
a noiſe reſembling a man walking. We 
found alſo, by watching, that the rock- 
ing of the cradle was occaſioned by 
ſome cats, who paſſed to the next garrct 
in their ſports, through a hole in the 
wall, jumping on the ſides of the cradle, 
in their aſcent and deſcent. Thus ended 
all our wonder and apprehenfion, in 
laughter and mutual raillery.” 

And thus they would all end,” ſaid 
Dr. Bellamy, © if pains were taken to 


ſift 


BERKELEY HALL. 181 


ſift them. I have ſomewhere met with 
an account of two Engliſh travellers, who 
came late into an inn in Italy, and be- 
ing much fatigued, were ſhewn imme— 
diately to bed. After a nap, one of 


them, on hearing muſic and dancing be- 


low, propoſed to deſcend. On his com- 
panion refuſing, he joined the party him- 
ſelf; and, after much merriment, ſtole 
up to bed: but being in the dark, entered, 


inſtead of his own, an apartment in which 


a dead Count lay. He immediately ad- 
drefſed his ſuppoſed companion, and, re- 
ceiving no anſwer, began to thake him; 
and was alarmed at his ſilence and ex- 
treme coldneſs. At this juncture, he 
heard the feet of people mounting the 
ſtairs, with a light. They approached 
the door, and opened it. The candle 
enabling the traveller to examine his 
companion, and diſtinguiſh the corpſe, 


he ſtarted up in a fright, and ruſhed to 


the door. The upholſterers, ſuppoſing it 
to be the defunct, ran helter ſkelter, and 
tumbled 
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tumbled headlong, with the coffin, down 
the ſtairs; aſſuring the family, they had 
ſeen the dead Count in purſuit of them. 
A prieit was ſummoned to their aid, who 
aſcended gradually, ſprinkling holy water, 
into the chamber, and had the-honour of 


laying the perturbed ghoſt; while the 
Engliſhman, finding his miſtake, had crept 


quietly to bed to his companion.” 

« I recollect,“ ſaid Mr. M*Gregor, © a 
remarkable inſtance of the force of fancy, 
and the whimſical conſequence of it. A 
Scotch gentleman was travelling on horſe- 
back, one night, from Carliſle to Pen- 
rith; and had been told of robbers, who 
inteſted the road. With this idea he rode 
on in much anxiety, and had more than 
half finiſhed the ſtage, when he ſaw a 
horſe in the road without a rider. This 
ſtruck him with a panic, which was in- 
creaſed, when he beheld a man proſtrate, 
as dead, with the appearance of blood 


about his neck. In great agitation he 


proceeded, till his apprehenſions were at 
| their 
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their height, on ſeeing a horſeman on the 
common, making for the road. He was 
doubtful whether to retreat or advance: 
but hoping to paſs before the robber could 
ſtrike into the way, he whipped his 
horſe, and was in great conſternation, to 
ſee him enter the road juſt before him. 
In this dilemma, expecting eyery mo- 


ment to be aſſaulted, he, with great pre- 


ſence of mind; prevented the highway- 
man's horſe, who. was mettleſome, from 
turning, by a ſmart ſtroke of his long 


whip, and repeating it, and ſpurring 


his horſe, and laſhing the other, he drove 
him, notwithſtanding his threats and ex- 
ecrations, full tilt into Penrith. Both 
horſes ſtopped in a lather at an inn door; 
when the ſtranger exclaimed, * Who the 
devil are you? what do you mean by 
attacking my horſe, and driving me be- 
fore you at this rate? On explanation, 
the robber turned out to be a gentleman 
who had loſt his way, and was getting to 
the traveller for information; the ſtrayed 

horſe 


OMA 4. 
— 


. — = - — — — — x 
— r — I — „ 2 
> my ——— = A 


- — — In ons — 2 
— — — — 
— a * — — 2 = — = = — 
— —— — — — — - - —_ My 
- — —_—_— — tt = — — — — — — * 
—  C——— — 5 — - > — — 2 — — — — 2 — — 
ns — — — 4 — — — _ — — — — — — — — 2 — - 
——— — — — — - — 2 — S— — 83232 —— — 2 — — — = 
= -- — - - — - — * 
= — - — — — — — 
3x2 > — a . — — 4 


Bl 1 
| | ry ; 
| 10 {1 
| Fit 
1 Wl 

1 1 

1 4 

| q 

Fit 

: 


—— _ 
DES 7 - 
— 
— — —— 
nn 
— — — 
— ae 
wy — 
42 <> = 


184 BERKELEY HALL. 


horſe was found to belong to a drunken 
lacquev, who had fallen off, and lay fleep- 
ing; and his red cape was miſtaken for 
blood about his neck. The Scotchman 


made an apology to the ſtranger, and 


compromiſed the matter, by a handſome 
treat, which they enjoyed merrily to- 
gcther.” 

The effects produced,” ſaid Dr. Bel- 
lamy, © by the paſſions on our ſenſes, are 
ſurpriſing; and may account for all the 


ſuppoſed monſters and wonders, which 


have alarmed the vulgar. 


If men, by 


force of imagination, have ſuppoſed them- 


ſelves to be metamorphoſed into bears 
and cats, and their limbs transformed 
into the moſt groteſque ſhapes, it is not 
extraordinary that they ſhould be deceiv- 
ed in the appearances of detached and 
extraneous objects. Medical authors, par- 
ticularly Van Swieten, in his Commen— 
tary on Boerhaave, have recorded nume- 
rous inſtances of the wonderful effects of 
the paſſions on the animal economy; of ſome 

who 
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who have remained fixed and motionleſs 
as flatues, and others whoſe hair has been 
turned from b/ack to white, in the courſe 
of a few hours, through violent fear or 
grief.“ 

« Maſſa,” ſaid Sancho, © if you pleaſe, 
I have heard my father tell a ſtory, of the 
effects of the paſſions on the hannibal hog- 
hominy (as the Doctor calls it), more 
wonderful than any.—lt is very enters 
taining indeed. I can tell it right off, if 
you permit me, gemmen.” 


Let us,” ſaid Dr. Homily, “ indulge . 


the poor fellow, ſince he has caught the 
itch of ſtory-telling from us. I warrant 
it will be as marvellous, and probably 
have as much foundation in truth, as any 
commonly circulated,” | 
Sancho leaned over his young maſter's 
chair, and began as follows in the next 
Chapter. We ſhall ſtrip his narrative, 


as much as poſſible, of his Creolian and 
African dialect. 
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CHAP. XXVI. 


THE HISTORY OF PRINCE PANGOLEEN, 
ALIAS GEORGE SILVERHEELS, HEIR 
APPARENT TO THE CROWN 
OF ANGOLA, 


M* father,” ſaid Sancho, elevating 
his head with great dignity, © was 


prince Pangoleen, the ſon of a king of 


Angola, in Africa ; who, being engaged 
in a bloody war with one of the neigh- 
bouring monarchs, ſent him to the ſea- 
coaſt, to viſit his uncle, as being at peace 
and in a place of ſafety. There was a 


hip from Martinico at that time trading 


in the harbour; and my father, prince 
Pangoleen, was invited with his attend- 
ants on board. They were well enter— 
tained, and greatly. admired the veſlel, 
which ſeemed to.them like a huge ani- 
mal floating on the water, that had fifty 
mouths, breathing fire and ſmoke, and 
fpeaking with a voice like thunder. 

| When 
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When they were fully ſatisfied, and were 
for returning on ſhore, judge of their ſur- 


priſe, on being told by a failor, with a 


firm voice, © that they muſt take up their 
quarters there, and ſubmit with patience 
to their fate.” The prince remonſtrated, 
and inſiſted that application ſhould be 
made to his uncle, who would get him a 
dozen priſoners in his ſtead, or give a 
large ranſom for his liberty. Poor fel- 
low,” ſaid one of the ſailors, you little 
know that it is your uncle who has re- 
ceived a barrel of rum, a fat bull-dog, and 


a dozen fowling-pieces, for you and your 


companions.“ He was almoſt frantic at 
this news; but being handcuffed, and 
confined in the hold, under a grating, 
with an armed centinel over it, there 
was no hope of eſcape or reſiſtance ; and 
my father tranquilly ſubmitted, and en- 
couraged his fellow-prifoners to do the 
fame: but many of them died of broken 


hearts, or the gaol fever, and others 


ſeized 
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to terrify them trom this, erdered a fe- 
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ſeized the firſt opportunity of leaping 
into the ſea and perithing. The captain, 


male ſlave who had made the attempt, to 
be drawn up by the heels to the yard- 
arm, in the fight of them all; and then 
dropt into the fea by a rope: but one of 
the ſharks, which had purſued the ſhip 
from the coaſt, attacked the poor wretch 
as they were drawing her up, tore off 
part of her limbs, and covered the ſea 
with her blood; while the hearts of the 
miſerable blacks were ſtruck with horror 
at the fight, and with the ſhrieks of the 
dying victim. 
« My father's good temper pleaſed the 
captain and ſailors. He was allowed to 
walk the deck, and on the arrival of the 
ſhip in the Weſt Indies, was fold to a 
great planter at Martinico. From his 
good. figure, neatneſs, and genteel air, his 
maſter fixed him in the kitchen, a ſitua- 
tion moſt oppolite to his birth and educa- 
tion. 
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tion. He could have ſtooped to any hard 


labour in the field, with patience; but to 


be a ſcullion, ſubſervient to the command 
of greaſy cook-wenches, and ſcrub, waſh 
_ diſhes, clean knives and ſhoes, were ſuch 
unmanly and 1gnoble employments, that 
his ſpirit recoiled, and he determined to 
meet death, rather than ſuch diſgrace. 
He told his maſter of his reſolution, that 
he might not loſe the price he had paid 
for him. Threats of puniſhment, and vile 
abuſe, added to his deſpair; and he 
ſtole out one morning early, with a view 
of plunging into the ſea, or throwing 
himſelf from a rock. He ſtood with his 
arms extended, imploring the protection 


of heaven, and prepared for the laſt fatal 


leap, when he heard, at a little diſtance, 
the moſt delicious muſic, and theſe lines 
repeated in his native tongue; Palala 
ſuma nootka gunza; i. e. Be juſt, and 


fear not; or, Do your duty, and leave the 


reſt to heaven, He ſtopped ſhort in 
amazement, and approaching towards the 
place, 
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place, ſaw a beautiful figure, fitting on a 
rock, combing her long ſaffron locks 
with a fiſh-bone, and pouring forth the 
moſt enchanting ſtrains. Her eyes were 
ſky-blue, her lips like coral, and her 
teeth white as pearl; of which ſhe had 
ornaments on her wriſts, and beads of 
ſhell-fſh of various hues, about her neck. 
The waves played around her waiſt, and 
her long waving locks floated down her 
neck. On my father's approach, ſhe re- 
peated again theſe words, with ſuch a 
faſcinating melody, that they pierced his 
heart, and were ever after engraven on 
his memory. She lifted up one hand to 
heaven, and ſaid, The great ffirit who 


protected your forefathers, is confined to 


no place. He is every-where preſent, to 
puniſh the guilty, and to direct and go- 
vern all things, for the happineſs of vir- 
tue. Take this—part with it only with 
life. It will be your friend in the hour 
of misfortune. Submit with patience to 
your lot; and never forget, that, as the 

great 
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great ſpirit preſides over all, there is no 
country, no ſituation, in which, if you 7 
act well your part, you will not be t 


happy! She ſpoke, and with ineffable | 
r ſweetneſs and majeſty preſented him [ 
a dagger, ſhining like pearl—and then 4 
f plunged under the blue waves. He felt a 

: wonderful tranquillity from this viſion ; 

* and looking on the dagger, found in- 

r ſcribed on the handle, the words ſhe had 

- ſo ſweetly ſung : 

2 © Palala ſuma nootha gunxa. | 
8 He fell on his knees, and thanked the 5 ö 
n >» "—_ a 1. 
a great ſpirit for this interpoſition, and 3 
: determined never to part with the pre- 4 
cious gift, nor to forget the leſſon of re- 9 
2 ſignation. He returned to his maſter's 4 
g houſe, and derived pleaſure from his 4 
N exertions to pleaſe, and the civilities 


h Which his ſubmiſſion drew from his fel- I 
low-ſervants and ſuperiors. He found 


Y that the trueſt dignity conſiſts in being 4 
0 1 
2 moſt uſeful to others. i 
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* As his maſter perceived that he was 


fond of a ſea life, he placed him on board 


one of his ſloops, to be on a level with 
the other ſeamen, according to his im- 
provements. They were bound for the 
Spaniſh main; and in their voyage 
ſtopped at one of the Bahama iſlands. 
George, for this was the name now 
given my father, accompanied ſome of 
the ſailors ane day, on a party in 
the boat, to catch turtle. They rowed 
gently along, and took many that were 
ſleeping on the water ; but unfortunately, 
when they were at ſome diſtance from 
the veſſel, a violent tornado aroſe, which 
they could not oppoſe with oars or fails. 
They were driven on many leagues, 
when night approached ; and they had 
no compals to ſteer them, no cover, and 


no proviſions or water on board—the_. 


little they had taken being exhauſted. 
going thus at the mercy of the winds 
and waves, the boat at laſt, to their great 
terror, ſtruck on a reef, and in a few mo- 

ments 
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ments daſhed to pieces. They clam- 
bered up, as high as poſſible, on the 
rock; but found it was viſibly connected 
with no land. Their ſituation was moſt 
dreadful : doubtful whether the riſing 
ſea would not overwhelm them, and ex- 


poſed all night to the fury of the ele- 


ments. In the morning they diſcerned 
a ſmall iſland (or hillock it might rather 
be called) at about half a mile diſtance. 
As the ſtorm had abated, it was propoſed 
to ſwim to it; and, after much difficulty, 
they reached it. They found it covered 
over with the dung of birds; and only 


a few eggs and periwinkles to relieve 


their extreme hunger. They were in this 
miſerable ſtate for ſeveral days, and would 
have periſhed with thirſt, but for ſome 
providential ſhowers; and have ſunk 
into deſpait—but George, remembering 
his monitor, took it from his boſom, and 
looked up to heaven with reſignation, 
He then bade them be of good cheer, 
and explore once more their priſon for 

TOL. I. K ſuſte- 
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| ſuſtenance, In their progreſs they dif- 


covered a turtle ; which being killed, and 
dreſſed witha fire of drifted wood, kindled 
with a flint and ſteel, they had excellent 
nouriſhment for ſome days longer. 

« At length one of the crew died with 
want and fatigue; and the remainder, 


unable to walk, lay proſtrate, wiſhing for 
death to deliver them. In this faint and 


diſpirited ſtate they were aſtoniſhed, at 
finding a venerable old man, with a long 
white beard, appear among them. 
© Come, riſe,” ſaid he, to them, for I 
have brought you refreſhment and ſuc- 
cour. But I ſee only four of you—Where 
is the fifth?” They told him their com- 
panion was dead. I knew it,“ ſaid he; 
© and that you were all periſhing.” So 
ſaying, he gave each ſome rum and 
milk, and meat and bread; which re- 
viving them conſiderably, he led, or car- 
ried them, to a boat on the oppoſite 
fide of 'the rock, in which his ſon was 
fitting. He then cenyeyed my father 

ee and 
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and the other ſeamen to a large iſland 
in the neighbourhood, where they could 
get plenty of proviſions, and be able to 
return to the ſhip. He told them on the 
paſſage that he was an inſtrument of 
Heaven for their deliverance : that he 
ſeldom or ever viſited that deſert rock; 
but that he and his wife having dreamed 
three times of five perſons thrown aſhore 
on it, and of one of them periſhing, and 
the others being in danger of it from 
want, he had viſited it, and found them as 
he had before diſtinctly ſeen in his dream. 

* They reached the ſhip ſoon after, and 


failed for the Spaniſh main ; where they 
entered into an illicit trade with the 
Indians. One night, as the veſſel lay 
embayed, fires were kindled on the diſ- 
tant hills, indicating that the guarda 


coſta was approaching. Notwithſtand- 
ing all their endeavours they were over- 
taken in the morning ; it being calm, and 
the enemy furniſhed with oars. An 
obſtinate engagement enſued: but the 
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Spaniards, through numbers, were ſuc- 
ceſsful. The poor prince and his com- 
rades were treated with ſeverity, and 
condemned to the mines: but a factor 
of Braziles taking a fancy to my father, 
and alleging, that, as a ſlave, he was not 
guilty like the others; and moreover 
offering a handſome price for him, he 
was transferred ; and after a long jour- 
ney, put on board a veſſel bound down 
the river Amazon, near which the gentle- 
man's eſtate lay. | 

“In failing down this immenſe river 


they often ftopped at night in ſome of the 


lagoons, or creeks, and enjoyed them- 
ſelves afhore, leaving my father in the 
boat, with his hands and feet tied, to 
Prevent his eſcape. They had thus 
landed one night on a meadow; and 
after drinking too freely of rum, were 
fallen aſleep on the ground; when 
1x or ſeven alligators, with which the 
lagoon abounded, made an attack: on 
them; and either ſoon diſabled, or 
. dragged 
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dragged them, calling in vain for help, 
into the water. The ftrength and for. 
midable appearance of theſe monſters 
were aſtoniſhing : ſome of them thirty feet 
in length, e u over with ſcales, rear- 
ing their upper jaws three or four feet in 
height, and craſhing them againſt the 
lower, with a noiſe like thunder. 

«* My father ſaw his guards thus miſer- 
ably periſh, without being able to aid 


them, or eſcape himſelf. But recollecting 


his ſacred pledge, his fortitude revived ; 
and diſcovering a ſpike projecting from 
the ſide of the boat near him, he crawled 
to it, and by dint of perſeverance broke 


the thongs which held his hands; and 


foon after, with his dagger, extricated 
his feet. He then took ſome nouriſhment, 
of which there was plenty aboacri, and 
creeping under the forecaſtle, and ſecur- 


ing the door, enjoyed a very retreſhing 
ſleep.” 


> 3 
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CHAP. XXVII. 


PRINCE PANGOLEEN IN FRESH 
DIFFICULTIES. 


" HE next morning at ſun-riſfe, he 
_ cautiouſly examined the ſhore 

from the boat, and ſaw the ſad remains 
of his mangled companions. As no 
houſes, or ſigns of cultivation, were near, 
he thought it adviſeable to let the veſſel 
float down the current, which was very 
Tapid—it required all his attention and 
pains to keep her from rocks, or ground- 
ing on ſhoals. After proceeding about 
five miles without perceiving an inhabit- 
ant, he determined to moor her in a 
ſmall creek, and take ſome food. Having 
ſtruck a light, and kindled a fire, he 
roaſted ſome buffalo ; which, with In- 
dian corn, made him a good repaſt. 
Here the huge alligators often auda- 
Fl - ciouſly roſe up the ſides of the boat—but 
| her 
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her gunwale was ſo high, that they could 
not climb over. In their purſuit of the 
vaſt ſhoals of fiſh, and tremendous en— 
gagements with each other, they exhibited 
an awful amuſement. He took every 
opportunity of ſecuring as much fiſh as 
he could, either with the line, or ſtriking 
them with the harpoon—and luckily 
there was no want of water. 

For many days he continued this courſe 
—till at laſt he diſcovered ſome canoes 
approaching. Uncertain what courſe to 
purſue, he fixed a white handkerchief on 
an oar, as a token of peace and amity. 
They ſoon came on board ; and my father 
informed them, in French, which ſome of 
them underſtood, of all the particulars of 
his caſe, only concealing that he was a 
ſlave. They affected not to believe him ; 


ſaid he was a pirate; and, notwith- 


ſtanding all his entreaties, were for put- 
ting him to immediate death, or throwing 
him, which was worſe, overboard to the 
alligators, At laſt, one of them, either 
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through whim or humanity, propoſed 
that they ſhould put him ivto a large 
empty hogihead ; and leave him, headed 
up,. with a little meat and drink, at low 
water's mark: obſerving, that, if he was 
innocent, he might eſcape ; and, if a mur- 

derer and thief, he would merit his fate. 
In this deplorable fituation they lefs 
him—but his courage ſtill prevailed, 
His chief dread was, that the freſhes 
might carry him into the ſtream, or drown 
him where he lay. He was alarmed by 
the roaring of the alligators in the water, 
and the wolves and tigers on ſhore : but 
when the waters began to daſh againſt 
his dungeon, he was under the moſt dread- 
ful apprehenſions. At laſt he heard 
ſomething bruſh ſtrongly againſt the 
hogſhead ; and it being repeated, he con- 
jectured it was ſome large land animal: he 
therefore formed the deſperate refolution 
of ſeizing hold of any part of it that 
might offer; and fortunately the tail 
preſenting itſelf, he gradually drew the 
| end 
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end through the bung-hole. No ſooner 


had he a full hold, than the beaſt, which 
was a buffalo, ſprung forward with fright, 
and drew the hogſhead from the fſhore. 
The prince held on with all his ſtrength; 
and was thus drawn, at leaſt, twenty 
yards from the river; when the beaſt, 
being unable to proceed, reclined itſelf 
with fatigue. But what was his aſtoniſh- 


ment, when, a few moments afterwards, 


the buffalo bellowed moſt horribly, 
leaped up, and ſeemed ſtruggling with 
ſome powerful antagoniſt ; who ruſhed 


over the hogthead, and twiſted round it 
and the buffalo with the weight and force 


of a cable of a firſt-rate man of war ? 
George now wiſhed to be diſengaged 


from them—but in vaim. It was (as 


afterwards appeared) a ſerpent, of a leaſt 
fifty feet in length, and five in circumfe- 
rence ; ſuch as frequent the banks of 
theſe rivers for prey. He coiled round 


the lowing buffalo and hogſhead, dragging . 


them towards a tree; round which he 
K. 5 curled, 
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curled, and cruſhed, in a moment, the 
hogſhead, and then broke the bones of 
the buffalo, now diſengaged from it. 
Luckily the ſerpent's attention was en- 
groſſed by his prey; and my father had 
an opportunity of climbing up among 
the thick branches of the tree, where he 
concealed himſelf. The poiſonous va— 
pour of the monſter was almoſt ſufficient 
to deſtroy him; and his immenſe jaws, 
and rapacious maw, to terrify the moſt 
dauntleſs. The noiſe alſo of the craſhing 
of the buffalo's bones might have been 
heard at a great diſtance; and the prince 
was in expectation of a viſit from the 
monſter after his defeat of the beaſt, and 
drew out his magic poniard, repeating 
the motto, and determined to fell his 
life dear. But the ſerpent began to lick 
and ſoften his prey with his huge tongue ; 
and having made the body and limbs 
quite pulpy, actually ingulphed the hind- 
quarters within his capacious jaws and 
paunch. He was buſy at this infernal 


meal 
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meal when night came on; and the 
prince thought it better to keep his 
ſituation in the tree, as moſt ſecure againſt 
the various wild beaſts and ſnakes which 
frequented the banks of the river, and 
prowled and roared around him. 

« He choſe a crotch where three 


branches met, .and he could repole with- 


out much danger : but fleep had ſcarcely 
cloſed his eyes, weighed down with fa- 
tigue, when he was ſtartled by a voice 
near him, which ſaid three times dif- 
tindtly, © Geor-r-r-r-r-rge! Geor-r-r-r-r-rge |! 
Geor-r-r-r-r-rge !' In great agitation he 
anſwered, * What are you? If a friend 
to the wretched, for pity's ſake afliſt me.” 


He again heard the ſame voice, as he. 


thought, repeat diſtinctly, Geor-r-r-r-rge! 
Geor-r-r-r-r-rge | Geor-r-r-r-r-rge ! He 
ſummoned all his ſpirits, and with his 
dagger in his hand, explored the branches, 
but ſaw nothing human. He was per- 


maded it was ſome good genius that 


was hovering around him for his defence, 
K 6 | and 
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and to prevent the danger he might 
incur from too ſound a ſleep : he there. 
fore only gently dozed the remamder of 
the night, being frequently roufed by his 
friendly ſentinel, with the ſame cry of 
George! George! George! 

« At break of day the prince ate ſome 
of the corn and meat which had been 
given him, and prepared to deſcend, to 
reconnoitre the ſerpent below ; when he 
heard, to his ſurpriſe, the ſame voice of 
his inviſible monitor ; and examining 
more cloſely, found it to proceed from a 
large woodfecker, who was boring a hole 
for his neſt. - Whether it was merely a 
bird of this kind, or the figure of one 
aſſumed by ſome guardian angel for his 
ſervice, the- prince was uncertain—but 
equally grateful to Heaven ; for he found 
the tree was occupied by the web and 
family of a tarantula; and it was almoſt 
a miracle that he eſcaped their poiſonous 
fangs. 


* 


« Fortune 
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c Fortune feemed alſo ſtill further to 
favour him; for the ſerpent had ſo gorged 
himfelf with his meal, that he lay un- 
wieldy, and diſtended in a dormant ſtate. 
The prince might have eſcaped without 
difturbing him ; but he thought it a duty 
to mankind to rid the world of ſuch a 
monſter: he therefore ſharpened ſome 
ſtakes that were near, and fixing his 


poniard on a long pole, made his attack, 


giving the monſter many wounds from 
the tree with his ſpear; and when his 
fury and ftrength were nearly exhauſted, 
finiſhed him, by darting the ſtakes into his 
gaping wounds. Dreadful was his re- 
fiftance : beating the ground, and writh- 
ing round the tree with his enormous 
tail, and ſtriving to riſe half erect, but in 
vain, with his overcharged body. The 
ground fmoked with ſtreams of black 
gore. Prince Pangoleen had juſt ſeen 
him expire, when a troop of people ap- 
peared. He expected a warm reception 
for his gallantry: but on ſeeing the mon- 
ſter 
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ſter dead, they gave a how], and looking 
with horror on the prince, ſeized and 
bound him. Others began diſſecting the 
ſnake, and taking off the ſkin with as 
much precaution as poſſible. My father 
was carried priſoner to the village, and 
before an old man who lived in a rude 
kind of temple, and was their prieſt. On 
hearing their account he beat his breaſt, 
tore his hair, and liſted up his eyes to 
heaven. 

„By what the prince then and after- 
wards underſtood, theſe ſerpents were 
held ſacred, as repreſentatives of the devil, 
and their idols worſhipped by the igno- 
rant natives; and it was their intention 
to offer him as a victim to appeaſe his 
wrath. The fkin and jaws were brought 
into the temple, and preparations made 
for the horrid rites. It was ſignified to 
my father, that if he would adore the 
figure of the ſerpent he might be for- 
given. This he refuſed, telling them, 
Gs was one great Being, who, like the 
{29 ſun, 


us 
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ſun, was the eye and foul of the world, 


and none but he ſhould be worſhipped. 


The old prieſt aſſured him their idol had 
done great wonders: that he had often 
ſpoke, and cauſed his enemies to fink, 
at his command, into the earth. Prince 
Pangoleen, knowing it was impoſhble, 
offered to leave it to that iſſue, and if he 
could be eye-witneſs of ſuch a miracle, 
aſſured the prieſt, he would abjure his 
faith, and worſhip the idol. 


“This propoſition was received with 


joy, as a new opportunity for the 
triumph of their deity, and the next day 
appointed for the trial. In the mean 
time the prince was to be well enter- 
tained, and fattened, either for freedom 
or ſacrifice. He was kept a priſoner 
in their temple; which was a ſtrong 
wooden building, full of huge groteſque 
Images, 5 6 
The old prieſt had no ſooner left 
him alone, than curioſity led him to ex- 
Plore this ſeat of impoſture. In a dark 
remote 
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mote corner, where the gigantic figure was 
fixed, he ſaw a curious wooden platform; 
on which there was a carved feat, upon 


which he underſtood criminals, or accuſed 


perſons, were placed, to undergo their 
trial; or as victims to the power of the idol. 
Here none but the prieſts were admitted; 
the receſs being conſidered holy. Our 
traveller, by dint of cloſe inquiry, found 
that the platform was convex, and turned 
on a pivot, or axle- tree, ſo that by pulling 
ſome cords it would tilt up, and throw 
any thing on it into a cavity below. He 
had the curioſity, after ſecuring a retreat, 
to deſcend this ſubterraneous cell; where 
he found a large pit, with ſtakes at the 
bottom, to receive the bodies of thoſe 
who fell. It was full of the bones of 
many poor victims. He alſo. ſaw a 
ladder to aſcend into the body of the 
largeſt idol; which was hollowed, ſo that 
the prieſt could make ſmoke, a blaze, or 
any ſounds he pleaſed, iſſue from its 
mouth, and move the arms and head. 

This 


2 n „ * 
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This convinced the prince what would be 
his fate, unleſs he uſed the firmeſt pre- 
cautions: he therefore retreated as 
quickly as poſſible; and on examining 
the trap- door, he obſerved a crevice, to 
which he fitted a wedge, which would 
prevent it from being tilted. This he 
preſerved for inſertion on the day of 
trial. Luckily alſo he had a ſmall bottle 
of powder, and a pocket: piſtol, concealed 
in his trowſers. He immediately mounted 
the idol, and rammed the greater part 
of the powder through the hollow eyes 
of the monſter, into the ſpace about 
his forehead. Having ſucceeded in this, 


be communicated a train down. and 


along the crevice of a board, to the 
place where he would ſit near the idol, 
on the ſacred bench. 

All the next day was ſpent by the 


ſavages in exultations, feaſtings, and 


ſacrifice: for the evening was aſligned 
by them for their works of darkneſs. 
When the hour came, lights were put in 

thoſe 
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thoſe parts of the temple only where the 
people ſat: while the prieſts, in a dim 
twilight and myſterious gloom, practiſed 
their exorciſms. The old magician had 
fecretly aſcended into the idol, to work 
bis wonders. Prince Pangolcen was then 
feated on the magic chair; and the 
people were aſſured, that, unleſs he adored 
the ſerpent, the earth would ſwallow 
him up. The eyes of all were on the 
idol; which ſpoke, and moved its limbs, 
moſt wonderfully : but the prince having 
artfully inſerted the peg, as he kneeled, 
at his entrance on the platform, all the tugs 
of the prieſt to upſet it were in vain. He was 
roaring from the head of the idobh when 
Pangoleen, perceiving all was ſafe, cried 
out, Palala ſuma nootka gunza * Then 
throwing himſelf on his face, he fired 
off his piſtol with looſe powder, unob- 
ſerved; which communicating to the 
train, it ſpread in an inſtant, blew up the 
main charge with a great exploſion, 
ſcattering in the air all the wooden head 

of 
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he of the monſter, and leaving the aſtoniſhed 
m prieſt expoſed to his waiſt, with his face 
ed and hair much ſinged and burnt, ready 
ad to expire with dread, and the violent 
rk WW ſhock he had ſuffered. 

en „ The uproar and howlings which 
he N ſucceeded among the people were prodi- 


ed gious. They believed the prince to be 
ſomething ſupernatural; and after ſome 
| conſultation agreed to ſet him free. 
Loading him with preſents, they con- 
| veyed him to the limits of their terri- 
| tory ; and putting him in a canoe, with 
| ſome proviſions, requeſted him never 
again to viſit that country.” 

| © Sancho,” ſaid Dr. Homily, “ ſuppoſe 
you make a halt and reſting-place in 
this part of your narrative. You may 
i draw a quart of cider, and take a pint 
for yourſelf.” With a bow, expreſſive of 


rand. 


his gratitude, Sancho retired on his er- 
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CHAP. XXVIII. 


AN APPEAL TO FACTS. 


wy 1 ſtory of the prince is not de. 

void of entertainment; only it is 
monſtrouſly of the marvellous kind,“ ſaid 
Dr. Bellamy. 

« Not ſo improbable in moſt of it, 
replied Tim, © as thoſe which we have 
recounted. The graveſt naturaliſts have 
deſcribed ſerpents large as his, as abound: 
ing in the rivers of Terra Firma, par- 
ticularly at Surinam. The ſkin of one of 
them is exhibited at the ſtate-houſe, Am- 
ſterdam, which was a preſent from the 
governor of the Berbices, to the ſtadt- 
| holder. The Roman hiftorians reprefent 
the ſnake which attacked the, army of Re 
gulus, in Africa, as ſo large and formidable. 
that it deſtroyed whole legions, and was 
killed at laſt with a battering-ram. An 
ovation was obſerved in commemoration 
of the victory ; and Pliny, who faw the 
fin 
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kin ſtill hanging, in his time, at the capi- 


| tol, reports it to be of greater magnitude 
| than Sancho's.“ 


„But what will you ſay,” f 


| Mr. M*Gregor, © to his iady of the r- 
his benevolent mermai-i, or ſa nv 1 4 


„Why,“ replied Tim, “ti i 15 ſup- 


| ported by as univerſal a cyuncurrence of 


| faith, in different countries and ages, as 
your doctrine of wizards, ſpectres, ſe- 
} cond fight, or viſions; and much more 
| firmly by analogy. We have diſcovered 


in the ſea, animals, reſembling moſt of 


the brute ſpecies on land; and have, 


| therefore, ſome reaſon to infer, that there 
may be others reſembling the human. 
And as all parts of the creation, which 
have fallen under our examination, are 
found to teem with life, it may be juſtly 
| ſuppoſed, that the bottom of the ocean 
is alſo replete with every poſſible ſpecies 
of inhabitants, that its ſituation and cir- 
cumſtances will uſefully and beautifully 


nit; as nature is moſt economical, as 
well 
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well as liberal; ſuffers no waſte, and 
nothing to be made in vain.” 

The mythology of the ancients,” ſaid 
Dr. Sourby, © peopling the air, woods, 
lakes, and ſeas, with intellectual beings, 
friendly to man, and of the moſt beauts- 
ful forms, was certainly more grateful to 
the imagination, and gave more ſcope to 
the poet, painter, and ſtatuary, than the 
gloomy fables of demons and ſpettres, 
faſhioned in the moſt ridiculous, abſurd, 
and monſtrous deformity, with long tails, 
cloven feet, and crooked horns. The moſt 
ſequeſtered retreats acquired, anciently, a 
degree of cheertulneſs and animation, 
from the belief, that every grove and 
ſtream was inhabited ; that the ear might 
be delighted by the melody of inviſible 
muſicians, and 
The oak-crown'd ſiſters, and their chaſte-ey'd queer, 
Satyrs, and ſylyan boys, be ſeen, 

Peeping from forth their alleys green.” 

“The belief, that all the elements are 
replete with animals and immaterial 
agents, 


and 


ſaid 
20ds, 
ings, 
auti- 
ul to 
)e to 
1 the 
ctres, 
ſurd, 
tails, 
moſt 
tly, a 
ation, 

and 
night 
iſible 


queen, 


ts are 
terial 
Tens, 


BERKELEY HALL. 215 


| agents, has prevailed,” ſaid Dr. Homily, 


« in all ages, and among all nations, 


| The Jews, in their moſt ancient writings, 
| ſpeak of various orders of angelic beings, 


who occupy various parts and elements 


| of the world, ſome embodied, and others 


incorporeal. One of their celebrated rab- 


| bins* obſerves, © that from the earth to 
the heaven, no place is empty, but the 
| whole filled with multitudes of intelli- 
J gences; of which ſome are pure, and en- 
dued with clemency and benevolence; 


others are impure, noxious, and ſeduc- 


| tive. The Greeks delighted in genii and 
dæmons, ſome of whom preſided over, 
protected, and inſpired the philoſophers, 


poets, or patriots. Between the higheſt 
and loweſt orders of beings, the ancient 
mythologiſts ſuppoſed regular links of 
animals ; that, as Ovid ſays, 


U 8 


6 Ne regio foret ulla ſais animalibus orba.— 
All ſpace might be occupied by inhabitants.“ 


R. Joſeph, in Shaare Orah. | 
Or, 
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Or, as Alcinous expreſſes it, 


c Ng i #00ps f vx ng; ] ELL, 
« That no part of the world ſhould be void of 


animal life.” 


In the ſame ſpirit, our Milton fings: 


c Millions of ſpiritual creatures walk the earth, 
Unſeen, both when we wake, and when we ſleep. 
How often from the ſteep 

Of echoing hull or thicket, have we heard 

Celeſtial voices to the midnight air, 

Sole, or reſponſive to each other's note, 
Singing their great Creator.“ 


Mr. M*Gregor was commencing a 
learned diſſertation on the Gothic and 
Grecian mythology ; when Sancho enter- 
ed, and, at the requeſt of the company, 
proceeded i in his narrative. 


. rw Pw PW Pe 


CHAP. XXIX. 
A LESSON NEVER TO DESPAIR. 
M TIE voyage of the prince down this 
| extraordinary river was extremely 


fatiguing and hazardous. Sometimes he 
met 
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met with extenſive ſhallows, or reefs of 
rocks, over which he was obliged to 
draw the canoe; at other places, falls 
and rapids, by which he was expoſed to 
be ſwallowed up, or daſhed in pieces: 
ſo that, if he had not been an expert 
ſwimmer, and endued with great perſe- 
verance and preſence of mind, he muſt 
have inevitably periſhed. The long di— 
tours and windings of the river, and the 


various branches into which the traveller 


might be led by miſtake, rendered his 


progreſs uncertain and flow. At night, 


he was under the neceſſity of drawing up 
his canoe on the meadows, to prevent its 


being ſwept away by ſudden freſhes, and, 


by overturning it, to obtain a ſhelter 
againſt dews or rain, and the incurſions 
of the numerous beaſts of prey. 
His proviſions were at la{t conſumed, 
and he had no lines, nor muſquet, to pro- 
cure a freſh ſupply. He at laſt luckily found 
ſome poles on the banks, which, with 
„ - i L his 
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bis dagger, he pointed and ſhaped into 
harpoons. With theſe he lanced among 
the ſhoals of fiſh which played around 
him, and got a plentiful meſs. He 
kindled a fire with his piſtol, and dreſſed 
enough of them to ſerve him for ſome 
days, collecting water in a hollow gourd, 
or pumpkin, which the Indians had given 
him. He alſo gathered dry leaves and 
hay, to burn on board of his boat, to 
diſpel the immenſe ſwarms of muſquitoes, 
which were ready to devour him. To his 
inexpreſſible joy, he at laſt diſcovered 
ſome ſigns of habitations at a diſtance, 
and boats plying on the river. He found 
here a ſettlement of whites, and delivered 
himſelf up to the firſt party he met ; the 
head of which, on hearing his ſtory, 
received him hoſpitably, and took 
him under his protection. They ſoon 
after proceeded to the ſea coaſt, and 
thence to Rio Janeiro, where the Por- 
tugueſe trader, as might be expected, 
a ſold 
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ſold the prince, for a fair price, to the 
captain of a brig, who was taking in 
wood and water for the South Seas. 

« My father was very glad, at any rate, 
to eſcape from theſe ſcenes of difficulty 
and danger, and, by his alacrity and ſkill, 
ſoon recommended himſelf to his maſter. 
They ran to the ſouthward, and arrived 
off Terra del Fuego, without any mate- 
rial occurrence. But in attempting to 
double Cape Horn, they were encoun- 
tered, for many days, with a violent gale 
from the N. W. which drove them to 
between 65 and 69 ſouth latitude. Here 
they were encompaſſed on all ſides with 
iſlands of ice, and in danger of founder- 


ing, or being locked up irrecoverably. 


Such indeed ſeemed to be their fate; for 
one morning, at break of day, they found 
themſelves entirely ingulphed with huge 
hills of ice, twice the height of the top- 
maſt, which hung on all ſides, in pro- 
digious cliffs, tottering over their heads, 
ready to cruſli the veſſel to atoms, or bury 

L 2 them 
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them under the immenſe maſs. Had not 
the danger been ſo imminent, the pro- 
ſpect would have been moſt ſublimely 
pleaſing and beautiful, as well as awful; 
as theſe floating mountains were diverſi- 
fied with the moſt groteſque appear- 
ances of ſilver temples, grottoes, caſtles, 
and the moſt romantic figures that a fertile 
fancy could ſuggeſt; which, having melt- 
ed ſometimes, and frozen again, reflected 
the ſun-beams in the moſt ſplendid man- 
ner. All methods were eſſayed, to extri- 
cate the veſſel, for ſome days. The cap- 
tain at laſt determined, with part of the 
crew (having drawn lots for the purpoſe), 
to proceed with the boat, over the ice, 
in queſt of land. They ſtowed in her as 
much beef and water as poſſible, and 
then put off. The prince was one of 
thoſe left on board; and, as they had 
plenty of proviſions and liquors, they 
were reſigned to their fate, and amuſed 
themſelves with killing the bears, ſeals, ſea 
cows, lions, and otters, and various wild 

. fowl, 


not 
ro- 
cly 
ful; 
rt 
ear- 
es, 
rtile 
1elt- 
Cted 
nan- 
xtri- 
cap- 
the 
ofe), 
ice, 
er as 
and 
ze of 
had 
they 
nuſed 
8, ſea 
3 wild 
fowl, 


BERKELEY HALL. 221 


| fowl, on theſe floating illands, truſting 


that the ice would at laſt part. A week 
had paſſed in this jeopardy, when they 
ſaw a boat at a diſtance, and ſoon recog- 
nized that it was their own, returning, 
having Juſt ſome of the men with fatigue 
and cold, and met with no ſigns of land. 
It was lucky for the ſurvivors, that they 
returned ſo ſoon; for in three days after, 
the cakes of ice began to ſeparate, and 
by great efforts they found, or broke 
themſelves a paſſage, to where only the 
looſe pieces floated. A ſtrong breeze 


| ſpringing up from the S. E. they were 


ſoon out of danger, and, in a little time, 
got into a more temperate climate. Af- 
ter making the American coaſt, in about 
25 ſouth latitude, they bore to the 
north, paſſed the ifland of Juan Fernan- 
dez, and proceeded to the bay of Guya- 
quil, where they remained a week, for 
refreſhment, and thence ſailed to about 
25 north latitude: and made, without 


any remarkable occurrence, the country 
of California.” 
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CHAP. XXX. 
OUT OF EVIL OFTEN ARISES GOOD. 
II was on this coaſt, that my father 


met with the moſt extraordinary ad- 
venture of his life. The boat was out, 


dne day, in queſt of whales, when a very 


large one appeared, ſleeping on the ſea, 
They approached cautiouſly, and the har- 
poon was thrown dextcroufly into his 
back. He ſprung away like lightning, 
from the pain, and the rope ruſhed with 
the utmoſt velocity over the gunwale; but 
unfortunately getting entangled with a 
grappling-iron aboard, the boat, before 
they had preſence of mind to cut the 
rope with an axe, was drawn impetu- 
oufly under the waves. All the crew, 
exeept my father, were ſwept away by 
this ſudden plunge, and the boat roſe in 
a few moments, then was drawn down 
again, by another exertion, and ſo con- 

tinued 
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* 


tinued to float and immerge, until the 
whale, fatigued with the reſiſtance of the 
boat, and the length of rope, could draw 
her along only on the ſurface of the ſea. 
This enabled the prince to recover him- 
ſelf a little from his alarm, and to throw 


out fome of the water from the boat. 


The axe having unfortunately been ſwept 
away with one of the ſeamen, he was 
preparing to cut the rope with his dag- 
ger; but the whale recovering freth 
ſtrength, and feeling, perhaps, great pain 
from the weapon, which, by this time, 
had ſunk into the moſt irritable fleſh, 
through the fat, began to daſh the boat 
through the waves -with ſuch velocity, 
that my father, almoſt drowned, was 
glad to hold himſelf ſaſt by the after 
benches, and to reſign himſelf to his fate. 
As the whale made rapidly towards land, 
he was doubful whether it was not moſt 
prudent to ſuffer the boat to be thus 
towed to ſhore, rather than to be expoſed 
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to the mercy of the open ſea, without 


compaſs or proviſions, 

„Ihe hih kept his courſe towards a 
promontory, which jutted tremendouſly 
out over the ocean, and the prince could 
ſee no inlet or cove for landing. As they 
approached, however, he could diſcein 
a huge chaſm in the fide of the mountain, 
Here he thought his ruin was inevitable, 
when the whale entering this awful aper- 
ture (which was at leaſt a hundred yards 
wide, and twice, probably, in depth, but 
curtained by the waves), plunged through 
with redoubled velocity, and drew the 
boat aſter him. The prince clung to her 
for ſome minutes under water. On his 
emerging, he was almoſt ſenſeleſs, and 
unable to ſupport himſelt. But the boat, 
after this, going more gently on, he gra- 
dually recovered ſpirits and ſtrength 
enough to contemplate the wondertul 


ſcene around him. For after he had pro- 


ceeded about ſixty yards under the im- 
menſe 
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menſe cavern, he perceived its dimen- 
ſions wonderfully extending, and dark- 


neſs giving way to twilight. He at laſt 


found himſelf in the midſt of a capacious 
bay, about twenty-ſix miles in circum- 


ference, ſurrounded on all fides with lofty 


mountains, hanging over the waves, but 
hollowed out, like an immenſe dome; ſo 
that nothing could approach or enter it, 
by land or ſea, except under the waves, 
by the paſſage through which the prince 
was ſo wonderfully drawn. The whale, 
conceiving himſelf out of danger, or pur- 
ſuit, repoſed on the ſurface, and my 
father, for the firſt time, had an opportu- 
nity to ſever the fatal rope with his dag- 
ger. He then bailed the boat, and open- 
ing a locker, got out a bottle of rum, 
and recovered himſelf by a hearty dram, 
and ſome bread and beef ; driving ſlowly 
up the tranquil and beautitul bay, by the 
gentle impulſe of the waves, towards the 
beach, After ſome ineffectual tears, for 
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the loſs of his comrades, and a hearty re- 


paſt, he began to examine the curious 
ſcene around him.” 


CHAP. XXXI. 


DESCRIPTION OF THE BAY OP 
MONONGAHELA, 


OTWITHSTANDING the perilons 
ſituation which he was in, and 
the dangers he had juſt eſcaped, he could 
not contemplate, without a pleaſing 
aſtoniſhment, the proſpe& around him, 
He was now in the midſt of this vaſt 
amphitheatre of mountains, which pro- 
jected on all fides, reſembling a great 
dome, with a ſpace in the centre, open to 
the ſky, of about a mile in diameter : 
vaſt natural pillars of the baſaltes, like 
thoſe fo much admired at the Giant's 
Cauſeway in Ireland, or the iſland of 
Staffa, appeared to ſupport this ſublime 
8 Totunda. 
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rotunda. At the extremity of it, oppo- 
ſite to the ſea, was a fine beach, forming 
a creſcent. It was guarded on all ſides 
from ſtorms ; and the tranquil boſom of 
this vaſt lake, as it might be called, dif- 

poſed the mind to ſecurity and peace. 
The prince, after gazing around him 
with awe and wonder, examined the boat 
to ſee how he was provided for defenceand 
nouriſhment. He found a couple of fowling- 
pieces, powder-horns, and ſhot-bags; a 
great-coat, a bottle of rum, a jug of water, 
ſome biſcuits, and cold beef. All the 
oars, fave one, had been waſhed over- 
board. He made uſe of this as a ſculler; 
and as he approached the ſhore, explored 
it attentively, with anxious eyes, to ſee if 
he could diſcover any marks of inhabit- 
ants. Though he ſaw no houſes, he 
thought at laſt that he diſcerned various 
grottos in the concavity of the mountains, 
and in the beautiful coral rocks which 
environed the bay. As he advanced, he 
deſcried groups of people ſporting in the 
| 1 6 ſea, 


/ 


228 BERKELEY BN 


| ſea, and wandering about on the beach. 
He was doubtful whether to proceed or 
retreat : but neceſſity compelled him to 
the former. As a precaution, he loaded 
both the fuſils for ſelf-defence, and ſculled 
ſlowly towards the ſhore : but what was his 
aſtoniſhment when he ſaw many (of what 
he conjectured to be the ſavage natives) 
fallying from the ſhore towards the boat. 
They glided through the waves with the 
agility and eaſe of dolphins. On their 
nearer approach he perceived that they 
were like the beautiful ſea-nymph who 
had been his guardian angel. The ſea 
ſeemed to be their natural element ; and 
they performed a thouſand gainbols 
about his boat. Their numbers increaſ- 
Ing, and their appearance being very 
formidable, the prince expreſſed every 
ſign in his power of peace and amity ; 
and in particular extended to them the 
magical poniard, with which he had been 


inveſted, pronouncing the words, Palala 
ſuma naot en gunxa. 


« This 
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« This produced a moſt wonderful 
effect. The notes were conveyed from 


group to group, and the whole bay ſoon 


reſounded with the melody of the 
conchs, and other peculiar inſtruments, 
the whole ſinging ſome enchanting ſtan- 
zas, and repeating in chorus the pro- 
pitious ſentence. His boat was then wafted 
by them to the ſhore, between a reef of 
rocks. My father having thrown out 
the graplin, and taken a muſquet on his 


\ ſhoulder, leaped on the beach, where he 


ſaw numbers of theſe amphibious beings 
collected together. They were in ſtature 
and bulk like men; walking erect, 
covered over with ſcales ; with long tails 
like fiſh, which trailed not inelegantly on 
the ground; and fins on their ſides and 
backs. Their hands, arms, legs, and ſeet, 
were like the human, only ſtrongly 
webbed between the fingers and toes. 
They had about their waiſts wreaths of 
marine plants, curiouſly interwoven and 
interlaid with the moſt. delicate ſhells 


of 
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of the moſt brilliant hue. Many of the 
females had ceſtuſes, compoſed of ſhells, 
where the ſapphire, emerald, coral, to- 
paz, vermilion, and pearl, were heauti- 
fully blended, and the productions of 
the mine vied with thofe of the ſubmarine 
cave. Their long hair, chiefly of a deep 
green, was ſtudded with gems, and col- 
lected in combs, or claſps, of the fineſt 
tortoiſe. Their ſkins were as bright as 
pearl, beautifully variegated on the back 
and tail with golden or ſilver ſcales, or 
green and gold intermixed : their cheeks 
and lips were hke the glowing coral. 
They gazed at a diſtance upon the prince, 
and appeared to be conſulting in what 
manner to act. On this he renewed his 
proteſtations of peace and amity, At 
laſt they began ſinging and playing in the 
moſt affecting manner; and a venerable 
perſonage drew near, accompanied by 
about twenty followers, armed with ſhort 
ſpears of bone, the main body keeping at 
a ſmall diſtance, 


« This 
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This perſonage, who ſeemed to be 
their king, had a crown made of ſhark's 
teeth on his head, elegantly intermixed 
with ſhells, and fpars and gems of va- 
rious hues; and in his hand he bore a 
trident inlaid with pearl. The prince 


ſubmiſſively held out his dagger, with 


the point to the ground: the marine 
monarch kiſſed the blade, and bowing, 
addrefled him in the Angola language, to 
his utter aſtoniſhment and plcaſure : 
Favourite of Heaven, dignified by your 
fortitude and ſubmiſſion in adverſity, you 
are welcome to this tranquil retreat, 
from the ſtorms and misfortunes of the 
world. Though it is the lot of few in- 
habitants of the earth to viſit us, we 
conſider ourſelyes as your elder Brothers; 
and that you are worthy of our reſpect 
and hoſpitality, though of an inferior 
order, and not privileged, like us, to be 


amphibious, and enjoy the beauties and 


delights of ſea as well as land.“ My 
father thanked him with all the courteſy 
| he 
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he was able; and the monarch invited 
him, with a gracious ſmile, to accompany 
them to his place of reſidence; where 
he might refreſh himſelf, and repoſe from 
the fatigues he had undergone. | 

« As he ſhewed ſome ſolicitude about 
his boat, ſome of the King's attendants 
drew it on ſhore ; and the prince taking 
the bottle of rum, the biſcuits, and beef, 
proceeded with them up the beach, to- 
wards the ſides of the concave moun- 
tains; which he perceived to be full of 
hollow and extenſive caverns and grot- 
tos, either natural, or excavated by 
art, or the ſwilling of the ſea for ages. 
On entering through a ſtately arch he 
was ſtruck with the magnificence of the 
royal dome, which was of the ſolid rock, 
about one hundred feet in height, and 
three hundred in circumference. From 
the roof and ſides hung lamps of cryſtal, 
and various-coloured ſhells ; the bright 
beams from which were reflected from the 


ſpars and petrifactions, and all the hues 
oy of 
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ef the rainbow profuſely ſpread over all 
parts of the immenſe grotto, A very 
good repaſt, in plates of pear}, of dried 


fith, oyſters, clams, muſcles, and cockles, 


was ſerved up; and the prince having 
brewed for himſelf (a beverage of rum 
and water), the following converſation: 
aroſe between him and the hoſpitable 
monarch,” 


＋——ꝛ—ů ä was dw PP a Evoou 


CHAP. XXXII. 


TRAVELS OF THE KING OP THE 
PACIFIC OCEAN, 


Ce MV father having fully gratified the 


curioſity of his hoſt, with a re- 


cital of his adventures, reſpectfully in- 
quired of the monarch, by what wonder- 
ful circumſtance he became acquainted 
with the language of Africa? He re- 


plied, with great complacence, It 


would require much time, and various 
degrees of information, to explain to you 
ade- 
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— 


adequately what you aſk. Suffice it 
then at preſent, briefly to obſerve, that 
the ocean is more replete with human 
beings than the earth; and is divided | 
into four large monarchies, which have 
ever preſerved the freeſt intercourſe and 
amity : that being deſcended from a race 
of kings who ſwayed, from the beginning 
of things, the trident of this ſouthern 
fea, I travelled in my youth to every 
quarter of the globe, and viewed the pro- 
duCtions, manners, cuſtoms, of every ſub- 


marine city and nation in the world. 


«© You may judge from our form, and 
the element in which we move, that 
change of place, and migration from coaſt 
to coaſt, are performed by us with the 
greateſt eaſe and celerity ; and that we 
have a ſuperior advantage to all the in- 
habitants of the earth in the profuſion of 
proviſion, which nature has every-where 
ſpread for us. Not therefore being under 
the neceſſity, like you, to lavour for ſup- 
part, for habitations, clothing, machines, 
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carriages, or ſhipping, we have more 
leiſure to improve our minds and acquire 
knowledge; which is much facilitated 
by our having one language common to 
us all, the intercourſe being ſo free, and 
ſeparated by no natural obſtructions: 
and as in every quarter of the globe we 
have receptacles like theſe, inacceſſible 


by land or ſea to mankind in general, 


and as mariners are often ſhipwrecked, 
or the rude natives driven out to ſea in 
canoes, we have had frequent opportuni- 
ties of ſaving and ſecuring men of every 
country and deſcription ; and by retain- 
ing them among us, in places like theſe, 


where they could enjoy all the elements, 


and yet not eſcape, we have become ac- 
quainted with the principal languages 
and uſages of the inhabitants of the four 


quarters of the globe. 


When | was at the court of the 
king of the African ſeas, I becaine verſed 
in your native tongue, and have fre- 
quently aſſiſted in ſaving the lives of 


many. 
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many of your innocent people, who have 
been blown off in their rude barks; and 
have conveyed them, inviſibly, home, or 
to our ſequeſtered retreats. Olten have 
I concealed myſelf among the rocks 
and grottos of your coaſts and rivers, 
and liſtened to the diſcourſe and ſongs of 
the natives; or, after lying hid all day 
among the thick bending branches, which 
overibadow your lakes and ſtreams, have 
at night contemplated your fields, woods, 
and foreſts. The poniard which you 
held out to us, I perceived to be from the 
African court ; and by the inſcription on 
it, I conjecture, has been preſented to you 
by the king's daughter, who made a viſit 
to the Weſtern Iſles about the time you 
ſay you received it. She is remarkable 
for her attachment to her African neigh- 
bours; and has often followed herſelf, 
or ſent ſome of her train, to reſcue, or 
preſerve, your natives who have been 
forced into captivity'.” 
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« Bleflings on her head for her huma- 


nity! May her race, to the end of 


time, reign free, great, and glorious !” ſaid 
my father, in a tranſport of gratitude. 

« © As for us,' ſaid the monarch, ſmil- 
ing, we never prey upon one another. 
The ocean is wide enough for us all, and 
we cannot ſubmit to confinement. The 
moſt profuſe abundance ſupplies all our 
wants; and we are equally ſtrangers to 
famine, poverty, diſeaſe, or care; we 
therefore pity and excuſe the follies and 
miſeries of the human race ; the greateſt 
part of whom muſt labour through life 
for mere ſcanty neceſſaries: who are 
born without raiment or armour ; who 
have every thing to learn and acquire by 
their induſtry and ingenuity ; and whoſe 
oppoſing paſſions, ambition, and luxury, 
expoſe them to tumults, anarchy, deſo- 


lation, famine, diſeaſe, and war. Your 


greateſt enemies appear to be yourſelves ; 
and the principal art of your lives, and 
end of your civil improvements, to keep 

you 
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you from deſtroying one another. This 
indeed ariſes from your being privileged 
with the powers of rational agents; and 
you may be thought, in that reſpect, a 
degree abore us, as you have the honour 
of acquiring every thing for yourſelves, 
and from the moſt helpleſs animals by 
birth, becoming the moſt formidable, 
ingenious, and dignified, on earth. 

«© A wiſe and good man is, indeed, a 
far ſuperior being to any we can boaſt 
of; being, as it were, the author of his 
own excellence : whereas we are, from 
generation to generation, entirely almoſt 
the ſame. Nature has invincibly directed 
us to our ends, by powerful inſtincts; 
ſupplied us with ſuitable objects abun- 


dantly for our ſupport and pleaſure, leav- 


ing us little to invent or improve. With 
us thoſe who govern, and thoſe who obey, 


are born for their ſituations, and veſted 


with inſtincts, talents, and inclinations, 


ſuited to their offices, ranks, and depart- 


ments; as you may have obſerved in 
ſhoals 
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ſhoals of fiſh, in birds of paſſage, or, to 
ſpeak more to your comprehenſion, in 
the economy of a bee-hive. What there- 
fore we loſe in dignity we gain in com- 


fort, peace, and happineſs. Your plea- 


ſures may perhaps be more numerous 
than ours, but your anxieties, cares, and 
real woes, are infiniteiy more. If we are 
inſtinctive and neceſſary agents, incapable 
of much virtue, we are alfo without your 
vices, guilt, and remorſe. In one reſpect 
you ſeem to have the advantage, that 
your race being capable of improvement, 
may quite alter the face of nature, turn 
deſerts into gardens, and crown the moſt 
barren rocks and mountains with lowing 
herds or ſublime foreſts; and by wiſe 
laws, and the extenſion of ſcience and 
religion, temper and reſtrain your violent 
paſſions ; and turn, by wholeſome govern- 
ments, the vaſt powers, activity, genius, 
and energy, which have been fo deſtruc- 
tive to you, into a medium or engine of 
general happineſs and glory. Large 
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bodies of men may be thus made to re. 
ſemble various inſtruments ; which, act- 
ing in concert, and by the ſame Jaws 
and meaſure, produce the moſt ſtriking 
effect and wonderful harmony'.“ 

Jam much aſtoniſhed as well as de- 
lighted,” ſaid the prince, “ at your inti- 
mate acquaintance with human affairs, 
and your juſt obſervations on the advan- 
tages and diſadvantages of our ſyſtem.” | 

« © I had always great opportunities to 
explore the genius and manners ot 
men,“ ſaid the monarch, and am a 
great admirer of the wonderful improve- 
ments which commerce has introduced 
among them: opening to your nations 
a communication, in ſome degree like 
ours, with each other however diſtant, 
Many a day have I, with a train of youth- 
ful companions, played beneath the ſhips 
which firſt viſited theſe ſeas, liſtened to your 
diſcourſe, and hung at the keel in filent 
amaze at the thunder of the guns, and at 
night floated beſide you, gambolled in the 

waves, 
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waves, delighted ourſelves with the ſea- 
man's tale and fong, or gently guided 
his ſhip from rocks and ſhoals, to which 
he was a ſtranger. When I firſt tra- 
velled through our immenſe warld of 
waters, we went round into what you 
call the Atlantic, explored the coaſt 
and rivers of South and North America 
to the pole, then proceeded under the 
ice, by Greenland, Norway, and Sweden, 
to Great Britain—that iſland which is 
the queen of commerce, liberty, the arts, 
and humanity. I met with a gracious 
reception from the monarch of the At- 
lantic fea, who keeps his principal pa- 
ace in a vaſt grotto formed beneath 
the rocky ſhores of that favoured ifle. 
With him and his ſuite we viſited all 
its coaſts, and moſt diſtinguiſhed rivers 
and canals, concealing ourſelves in the 
day, or emerging only to contemplate 
the villages, gardens, and groves, when 
no ſpectators were near; but at night 
wandering freely on the banks, and 
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examining the various beauties of nature 
and art, without danger. I ftill re- 
member with pleaſure, how we glided 


up the Thames, under a ſhip of war, com- 


manded by the intrepid Blake ; with 
what pleaſure did we ſee the magnificent 
palaces and hoſpitals on the river! We 
went under London Bridge, and beneath 
one of the arches glutted our eyes for 
many an hour at mid-day, with a view 
of that ſtupendous metropolis ; the man- 
ners of which, at night, we had the 
faireſt opportunity of contemplating and 
examining. We proceeded up paſt 
Richmond, entertained ourſelves in the 
foreſts of Windſor, and, ſaid the king, 
ſmiling, were no ſtrangers to the 
learned banks of Iſis.” 

« By the Lord Harry,” ſaid Dr. 
Homily, who had with difficulty kept 
filence for ſome time, ©* I'd have given 
a thouſand pounds to have been in com- 


pany with this very noble perſonage and 


his train. He was, I warrant you, pot- 
ſeſſed 
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ſeſſed of an excellent heart and rare un- 
derſtanding. With what delight his ma- 
rine majeſty muſt have viewed our dock- 
yards and navy, our foreſt of merchant- 
ſhips on the Thames, the magnificent 
dome of St. Paul's, the venerable cathe- 
drals, and the organs, gardens, pictures, 
libraries, chapels, halls, painted win- 
dows, and convocation-houſe at Oxford ! 
Pray, Sancho, did your father ever aſk 
him what he thought of our colleges and 
cathedrals ?” 

« I cannot ſay, pleaſe your reverence,' 
ſaid Sancho; © I only repeat right off, 
what I heard from himſelf of his ſtory, 
and what I remember of it, from ſome 
papers, which the parſon of the pariſh 
at Bermudas took down from my 
father's mouth, of his voyages and adven- 


_ tures.” 


e Have you it in the houſe ?” ſaid the 
Doctor, eagerly : © if you have, I'll give 
a crown for it.” | 

© It is, I believe, in my cheſt in the 
garret,” ſaid Sancho. 

Ma « Well, 
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* Well, my lad,” ſaid the Doctor, you 
may get it for us to-morrow ; and fetch 
in at preſent a little more tobacco.” 

«* Why, we ſhall finiſh at a good place,” 
ſaid Sancho; © for I believe the prince 
went to bed immediately after this.” 


= — NS 
. « . 7 


CHAP. XXXIII. 


& LEARNED DISCUSSION, ENDING AS 
IT BEGAN. 


99 T* acquiſition of the manu- 
ſcript will be a great curio- 
ſity,” ſaid Dr. Homily, I'll wager 
that his marine majeſty prefers the iſland 
of Great Britain to any part of the globe 
he has viſited,” 
cc. For arts and ſciences, for commerce 
and agriculture, he may ; but he will 
give,” ſaid Dr. Sourby, © America the 
| honour of excelling in natural advantages. 
"Tis here he would find rivers flowing 
from 
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from the heart of the continent, ample and 
majeſtic, many hundred miles, in their 
courſe to the ocean, and forming a com- 
munication from north to ſouth, and eaſt 
to weſt, through all the territory from the 


north pole to the Gulph of Mexico. How 


much muſt he have been delighted with 
the immenſe inland ſeas it contains, ſome 
of five hundred, or even fifteen hundred 
miles in circumference ! I doubt not, but, 
by examining the manuſcript, we may de- 
termine the conteſt, whether there is a 


north-weſt paſſage or not. He may indeed 


have returned up the river St. Lawrence, 
and fo paſſed down the weſtern river into 
the Pacific; or have gone through Hud- 
ſon's, or Davis's Streights, or ſome other 
that perhaps admitted of a free paſſage 
thither, without ſwimming round Cape 
Horn.” 

* I cannot admit,” ſaid Dr. Homily, 
4e that the natural advantages of Ame- 
rica are ſuperior to thoſe of England. 
Her ſoil, common and artificial manures, 


and eaſy communication of them, and 
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all other articles, around her coaſts and 


through the country, by her rivers and 


canals, interſecting every diſtrict, put 
her at leaſt on a level with America in 
theſe reſpects; and the mildneſs of her 
ſummers and winters, and the plenty of 
her coals for fuel and manufatture, give her 
the ſuperiority. Her inſular ſituation, and 
compactneſs, ſo friendly to freedom, to 
defence, and commerce ; anda conſtitution 
founded on the improvements made from 
the experience of ages; place her above 
other nations in happineſs and glory.” 

Said Dr. Bellamy, © To recall you, gen- 
tlemen, from your digreſſion; what is your 
opinion of an expreſſion of the marine 
monarch, that they were our elder brc- 
ters?“ 

nn.“ faid Mr. M*Gregor, © that 
it has no verifimilitude at all to recom- 
mend it.” 

And yet,” ſaid Dr. Homily, © "XY 
miſtake not, it agrees with the coſmogony 
of the moſt ancient writers. Sanchonia- 
thon, Beroſus, and Manetho, repreſent 
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the ſea as firſt exiſting, and being full of 
animals, before the earth was formed. 


The Moſaic account indeed, from which 
all the others were borrowed and cor- 


rupted, mentions a pre-exiſtent chaos, 


and that the creative ſpirit, or energy, 


moved upon the face of the waters, and 
formed this terraqueous globe out of 
the rude and unfhapen maſs. The moſt 
remote mythology ſpeaks of a great ani- 
mal, called Oannes, or Oes, that ruled 
over chaos before the earth was made.” 
Indeed,“ obſerved Dr. Bellamy, 
* ſome learned philoſophers have ſup- 
poſed that the human ſpecies firſt inha- 
bited the waters, and that, as they ſub- 
ſided, and the earth emerged, they might 
gradually have loſt thoſe parts and pro- 
perties which were ſuited to that ele- 
ment, and their limbs and conſtitution 
have in ſome ages been accom modated 
and conformed to their new ſituation. 
We ſee this wonderful power of adapta- 
tion exerciſed in many inſtances by na- 
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ture. Turkeys, geeſe, cocks and hens, 
and ducks, by being in a domeſtic ſtate 
for ages, have loſt thoſe powers and in- 
ſtincts, which they poſſeſſed formerly in 
common with their wild family. The 
hair of dogs in cold climates becomes 
like wool, and the covering of ſheep 
like the hair of dogs, by a voyage to the 
warmer latitudes. Thus analogy does 
not oppoſe, and tradition and ancient 
hiſtories confirm it.“ 

* Whether we allow them the honour 
of a pre-exiſtence,” ſaid Mr. Lumeire, 
% or not, it ſeems probable, that they 
are not mere creatures of imagination ; as 
we cannot ſuppoſe thoſe immenſe tracts 
of ſeas, occupying the greater part of 
the globe, and ſo abundantly ſupplied 
with food, to be without inhabitants, 
. capable of admiring the beauties, and 
fully enjoying the pleaſures, which the 
ſituation admits of.” 

© By the ſubmarine monarch's detail, 
they appear,” faid Dr. Sourby, © to be 

| poſſeſſed 
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poſſeſſed of many advantages that we do 
not enjoy; but I cannot agree in his 
diſtinction, between their happineſs from 
inſtinct, and our miſery from being left 
to the direction of our own reaſon. The 
beſt enlightened men of the preſent age 
contend, that the human race are directed, 
as immutably and invincibly, to the ends of 
their creation, as any brutes whatever. 
The will is under the influence of mo- 
tives, the nature, force, and operation of 
which are independent of any volition or 
act of ours, and therefore——” 

„Nou may ſubtilize as much as you 
pleaſe,” ſaid Dr. Homily ; © but we may 
as well doubt of our exiſtence, and per- 
ſonal identity itſelf, as of our freedom of 
will, and moral agency, as we have only 
the ſame evidence of both, namely, our 
internal ſenſe or conſciouſneſs of them.” 

* I think,” obſerved Tim, © that the 
miſerable condition of mankind is a ſuf 
ficient proof of moral agency. Every 
part of creation, every animal, which 

M5 nature 
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mature has. not left to itſelf, but taken 
entirely under its guidance and direc- 
tion, whether by an original. impreſſion 
or conſtitution, conſtant impulſe and 
government, or inſtinct (as we call it), is 
happy, and performs its part with the 
greateſt regularity, order, and wiſdom. 
But man is an exception to the rule : he 
is the weakeſt and the ſtrongeſt, the 
' maſter and the ſlave, the wiſeſt and moſt 
fooliſh, the happieſt and moſt miſerable 
of all animals. Whence can this pro- 
ceed—but. that he alone has the 
power of acting, and faſhioning his cha- 
racter and fortune for himſelf? This, and 
this alone, can account. for his being ſo 
ſtrange an exception to the wiſdom and 
benevolence of nature.” 

« I wiſh, my dear boy,” ſaid Dr. Ho- 
mily, & you had been preſent, when my 
learned friend Dean Berkeley gave us a 
diſcourſe once on this ſubject. A con- 
vention of the American elergy was 


a held, and Dr. Polycarp was appointed to 
pre ach. 


— . 
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' preach. He was taken ſuddenly, ill in 
the church, and no perſon was prepared 
with a ſermon. On this, Dean Berkeley 
offered his ſervice, and delivered a diſ- 
courſe extemporaneoufly on this ſubject, for 
two hours, in which he traced the hif- 
tory of the doctrine, and refuted the Cal- 
viniſtical errors, with his uſual unex- 
ampled preciſion and acuteneſs. It is a 
Toſs to the church and mankind, that fo 
excellent a diſſertation was not taken 
down in ſhort-hand, or delivered to the 
world by the author.” | 

« He proved freedom of will,“ ſaid 
Dr. Sourby, © I fancy, as clearly as he 
has done that plum-puddings and cuſ- 
tards are only ideas, perfectly immaterial 
fubſtances.” He was proceeding in this 
manner, when his ſervant was announced 
with a lantern ; and it being very late, 
the company agreed to adjourn the diſ- 
cuſſion, and fo retired to their reſpeCtive 
homes. 
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CHAP. XXXIV. 


EXCURSION WITH THE PRINCES 
THELASSIN AND AGAPONT 
ON THE LAKE. 


THINK,” ſaid Dr. Homily, © that 
you had better read the manuſcript, 
Tim ; you will do it more juſtice.” 


« Pleaſe you, maſter,” ſaid Sancho, 


*« I ſhall eſteem it great honour to read 
it myſelf, being about my father; and I 
have conned it ſo frequently, that I have 
it almoſt by heart.” 

« Read on then,” ſaid the Doctor, 
lighting his pipe. 

After this long e the prince 
was conducted 5 

« Stop,” faid the Doctor: “ you 
left king Gongunza at Oxford; and 1 
wiſh particularly to hear his adventures 
there: you have miſſed many, for yon read 
they had a long diſcourſe',” 

© It was indeed,” ſaid Sancho; “ but 
it was ſo much about phyſics and meta- 
phyſics, and fuch dry matter, that I 

thought 


co 
is 
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thought it better to paſs it over, till T 
came to my father's ſtory again, which 
is vaſtly more entertaining.” 

« 1 am very ſorry for it,” ſaid the 
Doctor; © for I am more curious about 
that part than any other.” 

« Well, Sir,” ſaid Tim, © we will, if you 
pleaſe, let him proceed on now, and J 
will procure you the whole manuſcript to 
peruſe at your Jeiſure.” This being agreed 
to, the impatient Sancho went on. 

After this long diſcourſe, the prince 
was conducted by an aſcent to a chamber, 
where it was ſignified he might repoſe, 
The floor was of turtle-ſhell, beautifully 
teſſelated, like a moſaic pavement ; the 
walls were of ſhell-work, reſembling the 
vermilion colour of the large conchs, 
or the light bluſh of the cynorrhodon. 
The roof was of various ſmall ſhells inter- 
mingled ; and from the centre hung a 
lamp, made of a large hollow diamond, 
with the cone inverted. The bedſtead 
was formed in aide of the rock, of pearl, 

and 
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and the bed of eyder down, covered with 
feal and otter ſkins, and the fineſt ermine. 


* Though his head was full of 


the novelty of theſe ſcenes; yet, after 
the anxious buſy day he had paſſed, 
ſleep ſoon deeply invaded him till the 


morning. He roſe early, and after ad- 


miring the grandeur of his apartment, 
looked through an oval aperture on the 
fide of the mountain, and ſaw the beau- 
tiful expanſe of the marine lake and 


peaceful bay before him. The ſun at a | 


diſtance, through the intermediate viſta 
of rocks, ſeemed ſhorn of his beams, like 
a huge lamp in the ſky, and the ſtars 
could be clearly at the ſame time diſco- 
vered. On deſcending into a large hall 
below, he ſaw a fine caſcade ruſhing 
through it from the rocks, in the far- 
theſt receſs of the grotto, and was led to 
a kind of pavilion, where king Gon- 
gunza, and ſome of his family and 
friends, were beginning their morning re- 
; paſt, It was a canopy about ten feet in 
dia- 
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diameter, and twenty in height, of beau- 


tiful emerald, ſupported by a number of 
light pillars of pearl, wreathed round 
with flowers of coral, and various other 
colours. The bottom reſembled a bath 
of tranſparent ſea water, flagged with 
the blue ſhells of the largeſt muſcles, 
ſoftened and expanded, ſo as to appear 
one whole. Around were ſeats of ala- 
baſter covered with the fineit moſs or 
ſeal-ſkins, and in the middle a circular 
table of black marble. From the centre 
of the roof hung an oval lamp of varie- 
gated ſpar. On theſe ſeats were ranged 
the monarch and his gueſts, recliaing 
round the bath, which being full of live 
fiſh, of various ſorts, ſupplied abun- 
dantly, they took of them, and ate at theiy 
leiſure. © ] am afraid,” faid the monarch, 
ſmiling courteouſly, to the prince, © you 
will make a bad breakfaſt with us, as 
our food needs little cookery.” He how- 
ever ſet before him a ſhell of pure water, 
ſome figs, cranberries, wild plums, ce- 
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jery and cornels, hazel-nuts, bananas, 
and plantains, which grew on the ſides 
of the hills. Theſe were in light baſkets 
worked of fiſh-bones. Dried cod, ſome 
flices of ſea-cow, ſhrimps and cockles, 
were alſo ſerved np with great ele- 
gance in diſhes of pearl, golden ſhells, 
and the backs of tortoiſes. 

« After a hearty meal, prince Pan- 
goleen was accompanied by the King's 
eldeſt ſon, Thelaſſin, and his brother 


Agapont, and ſome of their attendants, | 


into the bay. The ſides of this immenſe 
circus ſeemed full of grottos, cut ot 

formed by nature in the. mountain, and 
riſing in many places two or three ſto- 
ries from the ground. The apartments 
appeared very clean and neat, as they 
abounded m living ſtreams, guſhing from 
the rocks, and winding through theſe 
caverns. There was a ſpace of about 
five hundred yards in breadth, from the 
baſis of the mountain, of green moſly 
banks awd meadows, furroundin g the 
| bay, 
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bay, excepting at the chaſm, where the 
water was admitted from the ſea, Be- 
yond this, was a fine beach of white 
ſand, adorned with an infinity of ſea- 
ſhells and coral rocks, 

«* The prince requeſting leave to viſit his 
boat, was conducted to it, and found it in 
good condition. Here he ſaw many of the 
young natives ſporting in the water about 
their mothers, ſwimming naturally and as 
dexterouſly as frogs, and reſembling the 
tailed kind of Surinam. On the moſt accu- 
rate examination, the male inhabitants 
ſeemed about fix feet high, and the 
women about five and a half. They 
were incaſed with ſcales behind of va- 
rious colours, ſome golden, ſome with 
green and white ſpots like a peacock's 
tail ; others were like the turtle or ſtur- 
geon, and ſeemed much to reſemble the 
latter in agility, appearance, and modes 
of leaping and ſwimming. Their faces 
and breaſts were like the human ; but 

covered 
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covered with a white ſtrong flexible tegu- 
ment, like the under ſhell of a turtle. Their 
arms and legs were of the ſhape and con- 
formation of a man's, only with long 
claws webbed, and a ſquamous kind of 
half-boot to their mid-calves. The eyes 
of many were of an emerald colour, others 
a dark blue. The women had long green 
hair; but the men ſhort, with curly beards, 
„The beach was much covered with 
ſhells, and the bones of fiſh; and the 
bay adorned with a circular reef of coral 
rocks. There appeared to be many 
thouſands of theſe amphibious beings, 
who refided in this. ſublime haven, 
Many of them were engaged in fiſhing 
with their harpoons, with which they 
dexterouſly lanced the fiſh ; ethers would, 
on the entrance of a ſhoal, purſue them 
in a line, and drive them into the ſhal- 
lows, where they were caſily taken. 
Others, at low tide, formed little em- 
bankments, which would generally, with 
the 
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the full flood, be repleniſhed with fiſh: ; 
which they would prey upon, put into 
the ſalt ponds on the beach, or dry for 
their uſe on an emergency, 

As Pangoleen was enjoying himſelf 
with theſe views and ſpectacles, one of 
the natives exclaimed, in their language, 
* Cabarou | Cabarou!' on which crowds 
ran down to the ſea, and plunged into 
the water. It was the whale, it ſeems, 
that had entered with the prince, which 
was diſcovered aſleep on the ſurface. 
Their main object was, to prevent his 
eſcaping through the ſubmarine paſſage. 
Accordingly, a file of them, armed with 
lances of ſhark's teeth, were ſoon ranged 
before it. Pangoleen wiſhed to ſhew 
his activity and zeal on this occaſion. 
He was aſliſted to launch his boat; and 
was wafted, by ſome of them, into the 
middle of the lake. Here he ſtood 
with an harpoon and rope ready for 
action. Luckily for his credit, the 
whale, preſſed by his puriuers, roſe near 

| bis 
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his boat, and he fixed his harpovon in his 
back. He threw over a buoy faſtened 
to the rope; which fatigued the whale, 
and furniſhed much entertainment to the 
younger mermen and fea-nymphs, who 
held at different parts of the rope, or at 
the buoy, and were thus towed to va. 
rious parts of the harbour, to the great 
ſport of the prince Thelaſſin and his 
brother Agapont ; who honouted Pango- 
leen ſometimes, during the chaſe, with 


their company in the boat. At laſt, the | 


whale, overcome and fainting, roſe to 
the ſurface, and expired. He was drawn 
in triumph to the ſhore, many being 
mounted on the back, and prince Pan- 
goleen partaking greatly of the honour 
of the victory. 

* They ſoon employed themſelves in 
cutting up the vaſt animal, dividing 
the leaner parts among them, and the 
fat into junks, to be boiled down into 
oil for their lamps. They were tolerably 
expert at this; but the prince, being 

well 
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well experienced in the Dutch and 
Engliſh modes, gave them directions, 
which gained him much of their eſteem, 
While, alſo, they were buſy in diſſecting 
the whale, a flock of wild ducks hovered 
over them, being as tame as the ſailors 
find the boobies, for want of moleſta- 
tion. Aſking permiſſion of the princes, 
he levelled his piece, loaded with a 
ball and flugs, and brought four of them 
down, to the great amuſement of the 

amphibious ſpectators, particularly the 
ſea-maids, who had never ſeen or heard 
of a muſquet. Finding the bay abound- 
ing in wild fowl, the prince projected a 
decoy ; which, with the permiſſion of 
the marine monarch, he ſome time after 
erected at one of the creeks, and ſupplied 
the royal table with the choiceſt ducks, 
geeſe, brandt, &c. 

* The amphibious race ſeemed to be 
the moſt ſocial and convivial people 
in the univerſe ; they were always aſſem- 
bled, either on land or ſea, in ſhoals ; 

| and 
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and paſſed their time in procuring food, 
in gambols and ſports, or in converſation 


n 
and ſongs in friendly circles.“ 1 
| ſ: 

1 rc 
CHAP. XXXV. | „ 


DISCUSSION ON FIRE AND RAW MEAT, 


ce N their return from this excurſion cc 


about three in the afternoon, MW @ 
they were agreeably entertained with MW co 
a dinner of fiſh and dried meats, and 
ſuch wild fruits and herbs as the ſides 
of the mountains would afford. The 
monarch rallied Pangoleen on his wiſhing 
for things boiled or roafted, ſaying, * He 
would make but a poor traveller, who 
could not do without his pots and grid- 
iron, his weod, coal, or flint and 
ſteel. This, I am convinced, ſaid he, 
* muſt have been among you a deviation 
from nature. You find yourſelves, that 
meat ſlightly broiled has moſt nouriſh: 
ment, and is moſt eaſy of digeſtion ; raw, 

it 
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it certainly muſt be moſt nutritive, and 
moſt like the body of the animal it is 
intended to nouriſh, We know the 
ſavages eat it indiſcriminately raw, 
roaſted, or blood- warm; and all carnivo- 
rous animals, whoſe ſtomachs and power 
of digeſtion are like the human, eat it 
in its natural ſtate. How difficult to diſ- 
cover, and how many ages muſt the 
world have exiſted, before the uſe of fire 
could be generally known, and its appli- 
cation to food determined. In wandering 
over mountains, deſerts, meadows, and 
ſeas, how hard to obtain it, or to carry 
the apparatus neceſlary for it. In thoſe 
ages, therefore, men muſt have fed upon 
the food as it offered, without culinary 
preparations; and raw proviſions muſt 
have been the primitive and natural diet 
of men.” 

„Shall I ſkip a little here?“ ſaid San- 
cho: © for I ſee (turning over the leaves) 
here is a long converſation without ad- 
ventures, which will be dry and tedious.” 
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This is a queſtion,” faid Dr. Sourby, 
that ought not to be flurred over, Even 
immaterialiſts agree that the ſoul is 
greatly affected, is healthy or feeble, ac- 
cording to the ſtate of the body: but to 
thoſe of the wiſeſt modern philoſophers, 
who hold, that the ſentient principle in 
man is only matter organized, it muſt be 


of the utmoſt conſequence to determine 


what is the moſt natural and wholeſome 


| food of man; as the ſoundneſs of his intel- 


ledts, and the purity of his volitions, 


muſt ſo much depend upon it. The 


mens ſana in corpore ſano (ſound mind and 
body) ſeem to be collateral terms; and, 
in my judgment, his marine majefty has 
offered ſome pointed obſervations in 
favour of meat in its natural ſtate.” 
Though men,” - replied Dr. Homily, 


might at firſt, through neceſſity, have 


had no culinary arts, yet, by long living 


in ſociety, they may have now become 


neceſſary. Fire, as well as clothing, 


beds, hats, ſhoes, and even houſes, might 
have 
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have been unknown at firſt; but you 
will not hence conclude that it is beſt for 
us to go naked, with heads and feet ex- 
poſed, to ſleep on the wild heath, and 
with only hollow trees, or caves, for our 
habitations ?” 

« I muſt condemn your inference,” 
ſaid Dr. Sourby, © that therefore the 
monarch's poſition is unjuſt; for in all 
the particulars you mention, I think we 
have deviated from nature with certain 
' loſs, and only apparent gain. You fay, 
Shall we go naked? for that was our 
original ſtate.” We continue to expoſe 
our hands and face; and J aſk, in turn, 
would it not be better for us if rhe feet 
and whole body were equally inured to 
the weather? We ſhonld then (as the 
Indian faid) be all face. The wants of 
nature are but few, and eaſily fatisfied : 
but we have created to ourſelvas ſuch 
2 number of artificial wants, that the 
whole of poliſhed life is nothing but an 
anxious and fatiguing purſuit and con- 

VOL, 1. N teſt 


266 BERKELEY HALL. 


teſt for ideal bleflings, and a miſerable 
repetition of defeat, diſappointment, or 
diſguſt.” 

« You have wandered very far indeed,” 
obſerved: Dr. Homily, “from the quelſ- 
tion, which was ſimply, whether it 1s 
moſt ſalutary for men to eat their pro- 
viſions raw, or dreſſed. You urge, with 
the monarch, the neceſſity of it in the 
primitive ages, and conſequently, that 
it is natural and beſt: but the ſtate of 
nature, from which you and others 
argue, on this, and more important oc- 
cafions, ſeems never to have been rightly 
aſcertained and proved. Can you pro- 
duce any aboriginals living on raw pro- 

viſions, meeting in plains, and forming 
| ſocial compacts? And if you can, you 
muſt next prove that they are healthier, 
' ſtronger, wiſer, better, and happier, than 
men in an improved ſociety, For I con- 
ceive that ſtate, in which the human 
ſpecies are brought to the Aigle perfection, 
to be the moſt natural ſtate of man, AS 

to 
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to the late invention of flint and ſteel, 
I will only obſerve, that in the earlieſt 
ages, and moſt remote iſlands, men ſeem 
to have known the uſe of fire, as well as 
language; and theſe, and ſome other 
branches of knowledge moſt eſſential 
to men, may have been communicated 
to our firſt parents. The moſt ancient 
hiſtories mention fire uſed for their burnt- 
offerings and ſacrifices long before the 
flood, indeed by the oldeſt ſons of 
Adam.” 

« But on the hypotheſis,” ſaid Mr. Lu- 
meire, © which you laſt night ſupported, 
* that the inhabitants of the ſea may 
have been our elder brothers,” there has 
been a race, from a different origin, ſea- 
born at firſt, and afterwards naturalized 
to the earth. Raw food, and a flow pro- 
greſs in language and civilization, may 
have been their lot.“ | 
There is much probability,“ ſaid Dr. 
Bellamy, © in that view of things. Va- 
rious iſlands have, from time to time, 

* 2 emerged 


— 


—— — 


P — 2 e 
— x 7 —_— 


. MH — — — A - 
wt . ——.. EE OE i 
* 


ä * * 


268 BERKELEY HALL, 


emerged from the ſea. The higheſt 
mountains ſeem, from the petrifactions 
of fiſh, to have been at ſome period im- 


merſed in it. Now this peopling of the 


world from the ſea will cut the Gordian 
knot of migrations, paſſing over immenſe 
ſeas without ſhips or compaſs, and the 
varieties of colour and conformation of 
the human countenance.” 

« As to the variety of colour, I ſee 


nothing,“ ſaid Dr. rby, © in that, as 


climate and cuſtoms produce greater 
changes that what you allude to. I am 
clear that men are from one original 
ſtock, and can ſhew from the language, 
rites * | 

 « You are not founded,” ſaid Dr. Bel- 
lamy, © in attributing the colour to cli- 
mate. On the African coaſt, under, and 
on each fide the line, the natives are 
black, with woolly hair; but in the 
ſame latitude in Aſia and America, 
they are of a tawny colour, and have 
hair as long and ſtrait as the inhabit- 
a | ants 
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ants at the north and ſouth poles: nay, 
the children of blacks in the coldeſt 
country, are at birth as dark as in Africa; 
and thoſe of the Engliſh, or Americans, 
as white under the torrid zone as in 
Europe. It is now allowed that there 1s 
a liquid under the epidermis which gives 
the colour to the ſkin.” 

* I differ from you both,” ſaid Dr. 
Homily ; “ but, gentlemen, ſupper is 
ready ; and you that are advocates for a 
ſtate of nature, may regale yourſelves 
with a raw hare and round of beef; and 
you that prefer the ſocial ſtate, may eat 
roaſt chickens and aſparagus. Come, 
Sancho, ſhew the way.“ 
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CHAF. XXXVI. 


SUBMARINE TOWN AND TEMPLI, 
SPORTS AND FESTIVAL. 
1 ſupper, it was agreed that 
=> Pangoleen's narrative ſhould be 
reſumed; and Sancho read as follows: 

* Some days after there happened a re- 
markably low tide ; and the good king 
Gongunza invited Pangoleen to an ex- 
curſion, in which he was attended by 
the greater part of the inhabitants. By 
this extraordinary receſs of the water 
more than one halt of the bay was left 


dry, or eaſily fordable. The ſubmarine 
cells of coral appeared in circles within 


circles, deſcending on natural terraces, 


and narrowing as you approached the 
centre of the lake, where ſtood the grand 
temple, or national hall of the ſociety. 
It was directly under the open and ſub- 
lime ſpace which the impending moun— 


tains bordered with their magnificent 


ſum- 


1 
\ 
| 


BERKELEY HALL. 271 


ſummits, admitting a full view of the ſun 
in his meridian blaze. The ſuperb dome 
of this vaſt ſubmarine temple was roofed 
with gold, and lined with ſapphire ; it 
was ſupported by numerous pillars of 
variegated ſpar, fluted and encircled with 
ſpring branches of ditierent-coloured 
thells. Below this was another ſtory, 
adorned with a wider range of pillars of 
emerald, with a flooring of coral. Theſe 
were ſupported by the great body of the 
building, which was an immenſe rotunda 
of tranſparent cryſtal, open on all ſides, 
and elevated on majeſtic columns, con- 
nected with waving arches of pearl-work, 
feſtooned with flowers of the moſt lively 
ſhells. . A ſquare colonnade, of the pureſt 
rock-ſalt, encloſed the whole, at about 
the diſtance of fifty yards from each fide. 
The pavement was moſaic work of ala- 
baſter and ſapphire. 
Nothing could exceed the lightneſs, 
grandeur, .and rich effulgence of bright 
colours, which appeared in this vaſt 
firucture, irradiated by the beams of the 
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fun, which pervaded its tranſparent beau- 
ties, or were reflected in various hues, 
Here alſo were exhibited the moſt ſingu— 
lar petrifactions of the different plants, 
leaves, fruits, and animals, which the 
earth or ſca produces: but what moſt 
excited the wonder and delight of the 
prince was, to behold, at the bottom of 
the lake, groves of marine trees, and 
meadows of ſea graſs; through which 
might be ſeen wandering the huge ſea- 
cows, horſes, lions, ſeals, and other am- 
phibious animals. Ihe courteous Gon- 
gunza, and the princes, pointed out 
and explained to him the nature, purpoſe, 
and beauty, of the various objects; and 
aſſured him, that the ocean was replete 
with peopled towns, and immenſe ſtruc- 
tures of this nature, in which the aſſem— 
bled inhabitants paid, at certain ſeaſons, 
their grateful adorations to the ſupreme 
munificent Author of all good, or amuſed 
themſelves with the celebration of cer- 
tain ſports and games. 


c Races 
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* Races were after this exhibited ; in 
which the moſt extraordinary agility and 
ſwiftneſs were ſhewn by the candidates, 
in gliding, darting, circling, and leaping 
to the greateſt height from the water ; 
the ſpectators teſtifying their applauſes 
at any uncommon exploit, by ſhouts 
from the vaulted galleries of ihe temple. 
A moſt agreeable concert of muſie, on 
various ſingular, but exceedingly melo- 
dious inſtruments, was played, and a 
circle of young mermaids added their 
voices in choral ſymphony ; which min- 
gled ſounds, reverberating from the con- 
cave roofs and auguſt rotunda, had a 
moſt delicious and enchanting effect. 

« As the tide flowed, Pangoleen was 
under the neceſſity of quitting the 
temple, and returning to the beach with 
a ſmall eſcort of friendly attendants, leav- 
ing his marine majeſty and his people 
to paſs the remainder of the day and night 
in their feſtive entertainments. He 
walked here for ſome time, contem- 
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plating the ſtupendous ſcene at a diſ- 
tance, and ruminating with himſelf, how 
uſeful theſe amphibious beings might be 
to mankind, from a free intercourſe, par- 
ticularly in navigation and voyages on 
coaſts unknown before.” 
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C HAP. XXXVII. 
NARROW ESCAPE OF KING GONGUNZA. 


" next day Pangoleen took an 
opportunity of inquiring into the 
ebenen and manners of this amphibious 
race, The good monarch, being at lei- 
ſure, entered largely into diſcourſe with 
him ; obſerving, © that in the earlier ages 
of the world, a free intercourſe and in- 
tercommunity ſubſiſted, between the in- 
habitants of land and ſea, and they pro- 
bably lived as the ſame ſpecies. It was 
then, that, according to tradition, theſe 
extraordinary ſtructures were formed, 
which were ſo admirable for their beau- 


ty; 
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ty; as nothing of this nature had, fo 
many ages, been attempted by his peo- 
ple, and the arts and ſciences were found 
unneceſſary to them, and rather produc- 
tive of contention, anxiety, and artificial 
wants. They, therefore, now chiefly fol- 
lowed nature, and were ſatisfied with her 
gifts and beauties. In reſpect to man- 
kind, ſo much had they deviated from 
their original purity, ſimplicity, integrity, 
and felicity, that it was found expedient 
to ſtop all intercourſe with them; except 
the inhabitants at 7he poles, and of the 
central kingdoms of the globe. If we were 
not to conceal ourſelves from ſome of 
the European nations, we thould ſoon 
hear of bounties to carry on the mermen- 
ffhery, as well as whale. Such is their 
ſpirit of enterpriſe and commerce, that 
they would claim a right to our bays, 
from diſcovery ; employ thoſe of us they 
could captive, as pearl-divers, or pilots 
to conduct their ſhips; or as ſlaves in their 
mines or plantations. We theretore 

N 6 have 
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have abjured all free and open commu— 
nication with them. I myſelf, when J 
was (as I told you) in the river Iſis, near 
the learned univerſity of Oxford, had 
nearly periſhed, by having repoſed a con- 
fidence in a learned {choo/man, to whom | 
diſcovered myſelf, as he was walking at 
night on its banks. We met frequently, 
and converſed together, but he treache— 


rouſly contrived to have me taken, in 


hopes to make his fortune by expoſing 
me in his laboratory, in complete pre— 


ſervation, or dried and ſtuſied like a cro- . 


codile. I broke, with great eaſe, the 
cords which the learned Doctor had 
thrown round me, and taking him in my 
arms, as his aſſiſtants approached, jumped 
with him into the river. I contented 
myſelf with rolling him in the mud, and 
then ſuffered him to crawl afh a 
ſpectacle of dread and ridicule to the by- 
ſtanders, and retreated, myſelf, Pol 
ately towards the ſea',” 


stop 
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« Stop a little, if you pleaſe, Sancho,” 
ſaid Dr. Homily ; © if you examine the 
manuſcript well, it will appear, and from 
the courſe of time itſelf is probable, that 
it was on or about 1649, the æra of the 
commonwealth, when the prince was at 
Oxford, and the round-heads prevailed in 
England. Such uncourtly treatment of 
a ſtranger, at that celebrated ſeat of 
learning, could only have been given by 
a Goth or Vandal, ſuch as the republi- 
cans and fanatics then were, enemies to 
blood-royal, whether m fiſh or fleſh !” 

Without party reflections, I think,” 
ſaid Dr. Bellamy, © the ſpirit of a true 
virtuoſo would be ſufhcient to account 
for the attempt. The ſhow of a ſea- 
monſter, of ſuch a wonderful figure and 
kind, would have been too rich a prize 
to be neglected ; too ſtrong a temptation 
for a curious naturaliſt to reſiſt. Baker, 
m his chronology, I think, mentions one 
of this ſpecies that was exhibited in Eng- 
land, He was kept in a large tub of falt 
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water, and fed on fiſh. The owner made 
a fortune by him.” 

* They have very good reaſons, there- 
fore,” obſerved Mr. Lumeire, © to con- 
ceai themſelves from the civilized quar- 
ters of the earth: but I am at a loſs to 
know, who he means by the people a: 
the poles, and the central kingdoms of the 
globe: we have not yet diſcovered any 
ſouthern continent, and within the polar 
circles, it muſt be too cold, we conjecture, 
for inhabitants. But the manuſcript will 
reſolve, perhaps, our difficulties, as San- 
cho proceeds with the narration.” 
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CHAP. XXXVIII. 


9 WONDERFUL VOYAGE OF HIS MARINE 
9 MAJESTY TO THE SOUTH POLE; WITH 
A DESCRIPTION OF THE CONTINENT 
OF MACHAIRA. 


Cc OU would not have been uſed in 
| that manner, on our coaſt,” ſaid 


Pangoleen ; © but you are in the right to 
conceal 


Vi 
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conceal yourſelves from the Europeans, 
who make ſlaves of us, though we reſide 
on the ſame earth with them, and have 
never invaded their territories. If they 
think they have a right over our perſons 
and property, becauſe we have fat noſes, 
woolly heads, and black ſkins, they would: 
condemn you to ſervitude, becauſe you. 
have fins and tails. But what kind of 
nations are thoſe, your majeſty ſpoke of, 

with whom you ſtill aſſociate on earth?“ 
* I will endeavour to gratify your cu- 
riolity,” ſaid the king, © though I fear 
the account will ſeem tedious and unin- 
telligible to you. After examining the 
Britiſh channels, the various rivers of 
France, Spain, and Portugal, we explored 
the bay of Biſcay, and ſaw the curioſities 
in the iſland of. Atalantis, which was 
ſunk under water by an earthquake, near 
the pillars of Hercules. We ſpent much 
time in the Mediterranean, examining 
the remains of the ancient ſhips loſt from 
time to time there, with an infinity of 
ſtatues, 
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ſtatues, vaſes, every ſpecies of machi- 
nery and furniture, the monuments of 
the ingenuity and art of Rome, Greece, 
Pheenicia, Carthage, Tyre, and Egypt. 
We traverſed the Helleſpont, Caſpian 
and Black Seas, and rivers adjoining. 
Thence returning, we ſwam by a ſubter- 
ranean paſſage, into the Red Sea, then 
down the Perſian gulph ; and having ex- 
plored the Indian ocean, examined tho- 
roughly the great rivers and numerous 
canals of China. Having fully ſatisfied 
ourſelves with the Afiatic coaſt, we paſſ- 
ed among the ſouthern iſles, and large 
tracts of lands, reſembling almoſt con- 
tinents inhabited by ſavages; and taking 
our courſe under the ice, at a great 
depth, where the ſea was temperate, we 
- traverſed many leagues to the ſouth, until 
the ocean became lighter, and we had 
a full view of the atmoſphere, the ſurface 
of the ſea being here entirely free from 
ice, 
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« We were much ſurpriſed at the 
mildneſs of the air, and the brightneſs of 
the ſky, when we emerged, as we knew. 
it was then winter at the fouth, and that 
the region was without the ſun for fix 
months. We ſoon met with ſhoals of 
fiſh, and many whales; but had not, 
ſince our entrance under the maſs of ice, 
ſeen any aquatic animals of our own 
ſpecies. Floating weeds, wood, and 
flocks of birds, convinced us that we 
could not be far from ſome land; and 
our curiolity was much excited, as no 
adventurers of ours or yours, that we 


knew of, had ever reached to the poles, 


or diſcovered a ſouthern continent. As 
we preſſed on, the light increaſed, and 
was, without diminution, equal to that 
of a ſummer's day in the temperate cli- 
mates. After travelling for eight or 
ten hours, we were ſurpriſed at find- 
ing no appearance of evening or night ; 
and therefore agreed to repoſe ourſelves, 
keeping watch alternately, on the boſom 
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of the deep. We remained thus ſtation. 
ary for about fix hours; and after making 
a hearty meal on ſome herrings, agreed 
to continue our voyage to the ſouth, as 
we had no appearance of ſcarcity, and 
much of matter to gratify our curioſity. 

* 'Though we could ſce neither ſun nor 
moon, yet the atmoſphere was ſtil] 
equally illuminated, the ſky ſeeming to be 
covered with a ſheet of fire, tremulouſly 
ſhooting, as it were, from the ſouth. To 
our great joy, we ſoon after diſcovered 
ſome maritime fellow-mortals, gambol- 
ling among the waves: they appeared 
rather of a ſmaller ſize than the natives 
of the Pacific ocean, and their ſcales 
and mai] were filvery, whereas ours 
were brown on the back, and our tails 
covered with eyes of grecn and gold, 
or entirely of yellow ſcales. 

*« They contemplated us with pleaſure? 
and admiration, and we in return ex- 
preſſed every mark of peace and friene- 
ſhip. On our accoſting them, and in- 
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quiring how far we were from land, they 
anſwered to our great joy, in the lan- 
guage of the ſouth ſeas, perfectly intelli- 
gible to us, informing us that we were 
about a day's journey from the ſhore, 
which was part of the ſouthern continent, 


encircling the pole. Renewing our 


courſe with our guides, who beguiled 
the length of the way by their pleaſing 
remarks and intelligence, we at laſt 
ſaw land at a diſtance, very low and 
even, with ſcarcely any hills, and thoſe 


very diminutive in ſize. It was obſerv- 


ed by us all, that the air had all the 
luſtre and warmth of a ſummer's day, 
though it was the dead of winter, and 
we had not long emerged from under 
mountains of ice, and were leaving the 
fun ſtill further behind us. The coruſ- 
cations of flame, from ſouth to north, 


like the Aurora Borealis in appearance, 


but infinitely ſuperior to it in brightneſs, 


ſeemed to ſupply the place of the ſun to 


theſe polar regions, and to keep up a 


per- 
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perpetual day. As we approached the 
ſhore, we aſked our guides, whether they 
had no marine receſſes, to which we might 
be conducted, unexpoſed to the obſerva- 
tion of terreſtrials. They replied, that they 
frequented all the bays and harbours of 
the country without diſtinction, having 
the freeſt intercourſe with the inhabit- 
ants, who were the mildeſt and mot 
ſociable beings in the univerſe. 

« I ſhall paſs over all the minute par- 
ticulars of our landing, and introduction 
to the people of the country, who ap- 
peared very little to differ from the 
people of Europe in ſize; but with rather 
a a fairer complexion, and more beautiful 
mixture of the lily and the roſe. Their 
eyes were blue, and their hair of the ſoit- 
neſs and whiteneſs of crmine ; their 
clothing was of the feathers of birds, 
with coronets of plumes on their heads, 
and light morocco buſkins on their feet. 

We were received with great cordia- 
lity, and hoſpitably entertained during our 

ſtay, 
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ſlay, in which we had full opportunity 
to inform ourſelves of the natural curio- 
ſities, laws, and cuſtoms of the country; 
which I will at leiſure detail to you, con- 


tenting myſelf with juſt ſtating to you at - 


preſent, that this large iſland, or conti- 
nent, encircles the ſouth pole, forming a 
ſmall oblate hemiſphere, divided from 
Aſia and America by the ſea and moun- 
tains of ice, which environ it at about 
one hundred miles diſtance on all ſides, 
In the centre of it, where the imaginary 
pole is placed, there is a very large vol- 
cano, which pours forth a ſteady flame, 
illuminating and warming the air as we 
deſcribed, and occaſioning thoſe appear- 
ances at a greater diſtance from the pole, 
by the reflection and refraction of the 
frozen atmoſphere, which reſemble the 
Aurora Borealis, or northern lights. 
Hence the inhabitants are conſtantly 
bleſſed with a genial day, and alſo with 
an internal warmth in the body of the 
earth, which makes their lands more 


verdant 


286 BERKELEY HALL. 


verdant and productive than thoſe of 
any other part of the globe. The whole 
appeared to be one immenſe garden, di- 
verſified with orchards, clumps of trees, 
and winding rivers and canals, with- 
out any large towns, but farm-houſes 
ranged at a ſmall diſtance from each 
other, and villages interſperſed, forming 
ſquares, creſcents, circus's, and ſerpent- 
ine figures. The grain and fruits of all 
climates thrive here luxuriantly, as well 
as the uſeful animals and moſt beautiful 
birds, inſe&s, ſhrubs, and flowers. 

« As there are here no winter ſtorms, or 
ſeverity of weather, and the earth produces 
ſpontaneouſly, all that tends to the ſup- 
port and delight of men, they labour 
chiefly to adorn the appearance of the 
country, enjoy great plenty, and almoſt 

conſtant health, expiring generally at a 
good old age, ſuddenly, without any pre- 
vious pain or diſeaſe. Their manners 


have a ſimple elegance, without com 


5 ſtraint 


— m / 


<< ou 


BERKELEY HALL. 287 


ſtraint or affeCtation ; they maintain ſtrict 
morality and decorum, without ſtarch- 
neſs and hypocriſy; and a dignity and 
manlineſs of demeanour, with great affa- 
bility and cheerfulneſs. They have little 
commerce, except by the way of barter 
with each other, and may literally be 
called a country of farmers and gardeners ; 
the marine inhabitants furniſhing them 
with abundance of fiſh for their tables. 
Cuſtom, common ſenſe, common ho- 
neſty, and common expedience, ſeem to 
be their only laws, and the deciſions on 
diſputed caſes, which were very few, 
were given by arbitrators in the neigh- 
bourhood. I never ſaw any offenſive 
weapons among them; and the perpetual 
and habitual peace, tranquillity, and ſere- 
nity of their minds, gave an inexpreſſible 


mildneſs and ſweetneſs to their counte- 


nances. The effects of early education, 
example, and climate, were more won- 
derful than I could have conceived, in 
promoting not only the happineſs, but the 

beauty 
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beauty and longevity of the human ſpe— 
cies. Their hiſtory contains nothing of 
the new or affecting, except to thoſe who 
are pleaſed with an even unbroken courſe 
of peace and ſocial virtues, where the 
attention is not rouſed by the ſacrifice of 
injured innocence, by the ſucceſs of blood- 
ſtained treachery, or the groans and mi- 
ſery of millions periſhing on the altar of 

war. | 
% Here I roamed freely aſhore, and 
examined at my leiſure, with infinite de- 
light, the various productions, improve- 
ments, and rural beauties of this happy 
Aland. Here I truly taſted the higheſt 
pleaſures of this terraqueous globe; 
which certainly conſiſt in an intercourſe 
with the moſt wiſe and virtuous ; in the 
full gratification of every ſenſe, and en- 
joyment of. the collective bleſſings and 
beauties of nature; in the poſſeſſion, at the 
ſame time, of perfect health, and every 
thing tending to preſerve it, and of the 
free uſe of the earth, ſea, aud rivers. It 
is 
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is with theſe people, who have found out 
the art of living happy, by contenting 
themſelves with the gifts of nature, and 
who have not ſpoiled her beſt workman- 
ſhip, by endeavouring to improve it by 
a vain philoſophy ; that we ſtill keep up 
that ſocial intercourſe, which we no 
longer dare venture to hold with our 
more poliſhed brethren of the old conti- 
nents,” | 


CHAP. XXXIX. 
A PECK OF METAPHYSICAL DUST. 


* TT is to be lamented,” ſaid Dr. Sourby, 

% that we alſo have not an inter- 
courſe with theſe happy inhabitants of 
the polar circle. Philoſophers have 
generally agreed in the probability of a 
ſouthern continent, to balance the north- 
ern; but navigators have hitherto been, 
and perhaps eyer will be, prevented by 
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the ice from acceſs to it. We might 
there, as king Gongunza has deſcribed, 
meet men in that primeval ſtate of inno- 
-CENCE, plenty, and peace, which the tra- 
ditions of all nations repreſent to have 
been the original condition * man- 
Kind.“ 

I believe,” faid. Dr. Monty, « thoſe 
traditions have been merely corruptions 
of the Moſaic account of the happy ſtate 
of our firſt parents in the garden of Eden, 
before the fall. For « courſe of eaſe, 
tranquillity, equality, and exemption from 
the reſtraints of law, appears not to be 
at all adapted to the nature, improve- 
ment, and happineſs of the preſent race of 
men. Were all juſt and wiſe, there 
would be little need of human laws; to 
reſtrain them from violating thofe eternal 
principles of morality, which are binding 


on them in every ſtate of exiſtence ; but 


as things are eiroumſtanced, the more 


men may in general vielate the laws of 
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freedom is there enjoyed by any of them. 


The great end of civil inſtitutions, is to 


make men do as much good, and as little 
harm, as poſſible to themſelves and others; 
and to ſuch a courſe of conduct, mank ind 
are undoubtedly under an indefeaſible 
obligation, whether they live under na- 
tional eſtabliſhments or not.” 

« If we were to ſubſtitute, inſtead of 
the term liberty,” ſaid Mr. Lumeire, 
« the power of promoting his own fat 
and that of others; and then inquire in 
what ſtate of things, man enjoys moſt this 
power; whether in ſmall ſtates, in the 
fancied primitive condition of men, ex- 
empt from reſtraint, when free in woods 
the noble ſavage ranged, or in large, well- 
ordered, and highly civilized commercial 
nations; I fancy few would heſitate to de- 
cide in favour of the latter. A mere free- 
dom from the control of others can an- 
ſwer no uſeful purpoſe, except as it means 
that we ſhall not thereby be prevent 
r ſome power we are in 
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poſſeſſion of, or may attain, to our own 
advantage or felicity. He therefore that 
| has the moſt uſeful power of this nature 
is poſſeſſed of moſt real liberty. He that 
has the moſt power of employing benefi- 
cially his mind, his body, his talents and 
induſtry, his time and property, has, on 
this ſcheme, the moſt true and uſeful free- 
dom. Let us apply this teſt to the ſub- 
jet :—a ſavage living alone on an iſland, 
would certainly be moſt perfectly exempt 
from any human laws or coercion ; but 
he would have leſs freedom, or, in other 
words, more reſtraints and impediments 
to his happineſs ; leſs »/efu/ porwer, than 
in the moſt refined nations of Europe. In 
the firſt place, for want of human aid, and 
a knowledge of navigation, he would be 
'a priſoner in the iſland, and thus loſe a 
great portion of liberty; his ſituation 
would debar him from all the pleaſures 
of ſocial intercourſe, from the communi- 
cations of the knowledge, ingenuity, ex- 
- Perience, and ſtrength of others, in pro- 
ö curing 
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curing the neceſſaries and conveniences 
of life; and in caſe of ſickneſs or accident, 
his condition would be deplorable. Here 
therefore we find a being moſt perfectly 
exempt from the control of others, and 
yet the greateſt ſlave, a ſlave to his ſitua- 
tion, to his ignorance, to his weakneſs, 
to the wild beaſts and elements, and to 
his own natural and accidental infirmities.” 


« You have not ſtated,” ſaid Dr. | | 
Sourby, ce the caſe fairly. Place a number ji. 
of men in a ſtate of natural ſociety, Ih 
and compare their opportunities of hap- 1 


pineſs with thoſe of the ſubjects of any 
large commercial nation in Europe, and 5 
then we ſhall decide more fairly.“ 190 
« It is very ſingular,” ſaid Dr. Homily; | 

“ that, if this exemption from the re- 3} 
ſtraints of laws is the moſt natural and 
happy condition of man, we never 
meet him in this unſophiſticated ſtate : 
but, for my own part, I think that it is | 
ſo little conſiſtent with the nature of vi 
beings like us, that, were men placed | 
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this day in ſuch a ſtate, they would be 
out of it to-morrow. The long weakneſs 
and imbecility of our childhood, ſo differ- 
ent from that of other animals, render 
a cloſe and permanent aſſociation of 
individuals neceſlary, Hence ſmall fſo- 
cieties are formed; which will again 
unite with others, for ſelf-prefervation 
againſt their common enemies; and, to 
act with greater energy and harmony, 
will adopt ſome mode of collecting the 
common will, and applying the common 
force. If they do otherwiſe, they muſt 
have a place formed on purpoſe for them 
on the globe, where the earth brings 
forth ſpontaneouſly all the neceſſaries and 
luxuries of life, where there is no winter 
or ſtorm, but perfect health and innocence; 
in ſhort, king Gongunza's ifland within the 
polar circle.“ | 

« I cannot believe,“ ſaid Dr. Bellamy, 
te that men would be more happy in ſuch 
a ſtate of eaſe and repoſg, than in the active 


ſcenes of commercial and civilized nations. 


It 
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It ſeems to be the univerſal law of na- 


ture, that nothing ſhall be zdle or uſeleſs; 
and in particular with reſpect to man, . 


that his duty and happineſs ſhall conſiſt | 


in 4 frogreſſive courſe of improvement; in 
the acquilition of knowledge; in ame- 
liorating the fertility and beauty of the 
earth; in habits of induſtry, patience, and 
ſelf-denial ; and the exerciſe of the great 
virtues of fortitude, charity, magnanimity, 
forgiveneſs of injuries, honeſt induſtry, 
and public fpirit. Theſe ſeem not- to 
have a proper ſoil and climate in thoſe 
' fancied natural ſocieties and happy 
Hands; where men are ſaid to enjoy a 
perpetual jubilee, and have nothing to 
do, but wallow, like Epicurus's hogs, in 
brutal ſenſuality.” 


“There is much juſtice in your re- 
mark,” ſaid Dr. Homily; © for we find, that, 


even in the moſt refined nations, thoſe 
men are the moſt miſerable who are the 
moſt idle; and thoſe moſt happy who 
axe moſt uſefully employed. We err 


4 much, 
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much, when we paint human felicity as 
courting the calmeſt and moſt ſecure 
ſcenes; ſhe delights alſo in ſtorms and 
tempeſts, in difficulty and danger; where 
the moſt uſeful, ſublime, and . dignified 
exertions of the human mind are de- 
manded and diſplayed. We never ſee 
the mariner, whoſe face is covered with 
ſcars, and who has braved a thouſand 
ſtorms, afflicted with that fedium vitæ, 
that wearineſs of life, which ſo often 
ſickens the moſt opulent, who have 
no urgent buſineſs to engage their earneſt 
attention and occupy their time. I infer, 
therefore, that a ſtate of /aborious employ- 
ment and active engagements is moſt conge- 
nial to the nature of man, as well as to 
the beauty and improvement of the ſyſtem 
of which we are parts. It certainly agrees 
alſo beſt with natural and revealed re- 
ligion, which repreſents us as ſtewards, 
entruſted with certain talents to improve, 
augment, and employ, for our own, and 
the common good; and that the diligent 
and 
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and conſtant exerciſe of every virtue is 
our duty and happineſs.” | 

« I fancy alſo,” ſaid Mr. Lumeire, 
« that, though men in a ſavage ſtate, 
in the firſt rudiments of civil ſociety, 
where there is little inequality, are ſub- 


ject to fewer apparent and expreſs reſtrictionus 


of liberty, they are to more real ones. 
| In proportion as their rights are unaſcer- 
tained, the remedies of wrongs uncertain, 
and the executive power weak, they will 
be expoſed to frequent contentions, to 
injuries without redreſs, deciſions without 
juſtice, and retaliations without an equal 
meaſure. What their freedom appears 
to gain by exemption from reſtraint, it 
loſes in point of ſecurity. The ſame rea- 
ſoning may be alſo applied to pure de- 
mocracies (which, I believe, never exiſted 
in any age); the people would be generally 


| ſlaves to one another, though free by 


their form of government. The law is 
often employed as an engine of faction, 
or the will of a faction ſubſtituted for 

0 5 law, 


- - _ — — 
— — — yn K 
s 
— 5 


= 
a J 
= 
# * 
| . 
» * 
„ 
6 
14 4.» 
\ | 
o 
194 
i > 
7 
„ ? 
1 
14 
N I 
i 
=” - 
r 
* N 
% 
1 
- if & 
_ 
, 1 
* 
„ 1 
181 
15 . 
1 
4 
F*Y 
$14 
\ 7 
4 * 
| | 
. N 
* 7 
: 
r + TX 
- == 
- 
. 
. — 
| | 
FLY 
= 
n 
z 
; - 
4 
” = 


_ a <0 [ — 
> ou” ay 
— - WES... l * os 
4a See. > — — — 1 L 
- —Thg* = ' 

+ = — = _ * 
« - 9 _- * 
— 2 — - > 


298 BERKELEY HALL. 


law. They are perfectly free in form and 
letter, but ſlaves to the contending paſ- 


ſions of the multitude, under the guidance 


of artful leaders.” 

« It is,” ſaid Dr. Homily, e the weak- 
neſs and inſtability of governments too 
popular, that render them more cruel 
and oppreſſive, than a mixed monarchy 
like ours; which being firm, and not 
eaſily endangered, can admit more of the 
exerciſe of free inquiry and diſcuſſion; 
a greater latitude of ſelf. direction, and an 


indulgence of the humours and wills of 


individuals, than any other form of 


Polity whatever. Large bodies of men, 


alſo, if poſſeſſed of the executive power, 
will be more bold and tyrannical than an 
individual, as the guilt and reſponſibility 
are divided among them. Or, if the 


power of ſuch repreſentative bodies falls 


into the hands of a few leaders, or of 
one demagogue, they will have recourſe 
to oppreſſion and cruelty, to retain their 


uſurpation, and deſtroy their rivals. 


Thus, 
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Thus, as you have well obſerved, in de- 
mocracies the people loſe, in the inſe- 
curity of their rights and tranquillity, 
what they gain in apparent freedom; 
and though they are all maſters and equals 
by their conſtitution, are made flaves by 
the faCtious adminiftration of it.” 
« It would appear, then,” ſaid Mr. 
M*<Gregor, © that, in your opinion, that 
is the moſt deſirable country for a man 
to inhabit, where he is beſt ſecured from 
the oppreſſion and injuſtice of his fellow- 
ſubjects within, and from the attacks of 
foreign enemies 0i/hout ; where he has 
the beſt opportunity of improving and 
exerciſing his faculties and induſtry to 
his own and the public happineſs, and 
deriving the greateſt advantage from a 
ſimilar exerciſe and improvement of thoſe 
of others; where no man's liberty is re- 
ſtrained, any further than is neceſſary to 
prevent him from injuring himſelf, or 
the ſociety ; where it is the interef of 
the legiſlature to enact no laws but fuch 
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as are ſalutary to the community; where 
it commands the ęgreateſt wiſdom of the 
nation to diſtinguiſh which are moſt 
expedient, and where the executive 


power is ſufficiently firm and ſtrong to 


maintain the government . laws in a 


ſteady and effectual manner. 


« If you ſhould add to theſe,“ ſaid Dr. 
Homily, © that ſuch a nation was pof- 
ſeſſed of a conſtitution, a mode of ad- 
miniſtering juſtice, and a code of laws 
which they had tried for ages, correcting 
their defects, and aſcertaining their ex- 
cellencies, you would do juſtice to the 
picture of their happineſs; for I conſider 
experience to be the beſt teſt in political 
and moral, as well as phyſical reſearches. 
If you ſaw the country wear the face of 
plenty, the loweſt peaſant ſecure in his 


rights and property, agriculture advanced 


to a ſtate of improvement unrivalled 


_ elſewhere, and manufattures and com- 


merce, the arts and ſciences, rapidly in- 
creaſing, and uſeful knowledge, civiliza- 


tion, 


ba 


BERKELEY HALL. 2301 


tion, good order, abundance, opulence, 
grandeur, and magnificence, diffuſing 
themſelves through the whole ſtate ;—if 
to theſe you add the means of an early 


education, extended to all claſſes of the 


people, and a religion free from gloomy 
ſuperſtition on the one hand, and enthu- 
ſiaſm, fanaticiſm, and ſcepticiſm, on the 
other, diligently promulgated, and libe- 
rally ſupported ; an inſular ſituation com- 
manding the commerce of the wealthieſt 
neighbours, and furniſhing a ſecurity 
againſt the attacks of foreign enemies, 
by its fleets, and natural rampart, the ſea, 
without the neceſſity of ſtanding armies:;— 
ſuch is the country I would prefer to 
reſide in; and that country is England.” 
« What a pity it is,“ ſaid Dr. Sourby, 
« that you Engliſhmen cannot ſee theſe 
advantages of your favourite iſland, ex- 
cept when you are abſent from it. At 
home no people are more diſcontented 
and querulous ; but abroad, none take 


more pride in their country, or are more 


zealous 
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zealous in its - praiſe. You reſemble 
fome married folks, who will ſufter none 
to find fault with their wives or huſbands, 
but themſelves,” 

J think we have much reaſon to be 
proud of it,“ ſaid Dr. Homily, © as none 
ever excelled it in arts or arms, in agri- 
culture and commerce, in acts of heroiſm 
and humanity, in civil and religious 
liberty.“ 

« America, the very country you reſide 
in,“ ſaid Dr. Sourby, © promiſes fair to 
rival, if not excel, her mother, in every 
thing that can bleſs and adorn human life. 
She has every variety of ſoil and climate. 
She has no neighbouring nation to dread. 
Her religious and civil eſtabliſhments 
are frugal, and not oppreſſive or partial. 
The neceſſaries and conveniences of life 
are more abundant, and property more 
equally diffuſed. Plenty is the certain 
reward of induſtry. The morals of the 
people are ſimple and untainted. The 
influence of religion is almoſt univerſal, 

and 
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and the advantages of education cheaply 
acceſſible to every rank. The laws are 
a full and uninfluenced expreſſion of the 
will of the community, and are obeyed 
more from a ſenſe of their expediency, 
than compulſion. In ſhort, I think our 
condition little inferior to that of the 
inhabitants of the polar circle.” 

« Your advantages,” ſaid Dr. Homily, 
are owing to the protection and eſta- 
bliſhments of the very iſland you would 


depreciate. She cleared theſe lands; 


her credit drained your ſwamps, levelled 
your foreſts, and built your cities and 
villages. She ſupplied you with a conſti- 
tution, laws, and religion; protected you 
from internal and external enemies 
raiſed your ſtaples by her bounties ; la- 
viſhed her treaſures on you; and, like an 
indulgent parent, paid more attention to 
your growth and proſperity than her 
own. She has been the key-ſtone to ce= 
ment the arch of your various intereſts. 
Should you ever be independent of her, 


you 
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you will be as much divided as the petty 
German ſtates ; and the feeds of diſſen- 
ſion, with which you now teem, will pro- 
duce a dreadful harveſt of war and deſo- 
lation.” | 
Dr. Sourby prepared to reply ; when 
Tim, finding the conteſt likely to wax 
warm, requeſted them to defer the diſ- 
pute, which occupied ſo wide a field, to 
another opportunitv; and to permit 
Sancho, for the preſent, to proceed with 
the adventures of king Gongunza. This 
was amicably agreed to, and a ceſſation 
a of arms enſued. 
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CHAF. Al 
GOXGUNZA'S VOYAGE TO THE CON= 
CAVE SPHERE; AND DESCRIPTION 


OF THE KINGDOMS OF 
NEGOTIANA. 


M II was one day in converſation with 

the monarch of the Antarctic ſeas, 
that I dwelt largely,“ ſaid Gongunza, * on 
the great perfection of the agriculture, 
commerce, and arts, of the European na- 
tions; their aſtoniſhing productions and 
manufactures; and their knowledge of 
navigation and ſhip-building ; by which 
they maintained an eaſy intercourſe with 
the moſt diſtant parts of the globe, and 
made all men neighbours and cuſtomers. 
When, to my great ſurpriſe, he anſwered 
coldly, © That he had viſited kingdoms 
far ſuperior in the arts and ſciences, in 
manufacture and civilization, to any I 
had deſcribed,” I told him he muſt par- 
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don my ſuſpending belief, as I had ſeen 
all the moſt accompliſhed nations on awe 


ſurface of the globe. 

On the ſurface you may,” ſaid he; 
„but if your travels have reached no 
further than the furface of the earth, and 
the bottom of the ſea, you have yet 
much to examine, admire, and learn.” 

On my expreſſing my ignorance of 
his meaning, he informed me, that he had 


often explored the countries and nations 
of the concave ſphere, which occupied all 


the internal and central ſpace of the 
globe, except the ſmall portion and border 
of land and water attached to the ſur- 
face of the earth. * And indeed,” he 
added, before you return home, you can- 
not better employ your time, than by an 


excurſion to that moſt delightful and 
improved part of the world. My fon, - 


prince Bonduco, and ſome choſen guides, 
ſhall accompany you through the great 
abyſs of waters _—_ you muſt penetrate 
on your journey. 


* ace 


thi 


tai; 
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« | accepted this propoſal with great 
joy ; and all my companions were eager 
for the voyage. As we could every- 
where find abundance of the proviſions 
we beſt liked, we had no need of incum- 
brance or preparation, We drrected our 
courſe as ſtrait as poſſible, from the ſpace 
deſignated by the imaginary ſouth pole, 
due north. We ſaw on the firſt day the 
vaſt furnace of the volcano which illu- 
minated the - pole, ſhooting its flames 
around, unextinguiſhed by the ſea, and 
laying by its eruptions the foundations 
of future iſlands, gradually ſwelling to- 
wards the ſurface of the ocean. Some» 
times it almoſt deafened us with explo- 
ſions louder than thunder, making the 
very ſea to tremble, and our guide, who 
was an experienced merman, to lead us 
off, through fear of the burning lava. 
The coruſcations and blaze, however, of 
this volcano, ſerved to render our ſub- 
marine courſe more lightſome and cer- 
tain, After a run of fix hours, we 

amuſed 


condenſation and buoyancy, fo that we 
could walk or lie on it as if it were a 
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amuſed ourſelves with a hearty meal on 
a fhoal of fiſh, and then glided on, till 
we met with a chain of mountains of 
falt, in one of the large cryſtal grottos 
of which we agreed to repoſe ourſelves. 
Nothing material happened till the 
third day; when our guide told us, we were 
arived at the medium, or partition bounds, 
between the ſuperior and the central ſphere, 


| Accordingly we found the water under 


us apparently firm, from its extraordinary 


ſolid fuperficies. After reſting a little, 
he plunged in it headlong ; and we fol- 


| Jowed, buffeting the ruaſs of condenſed 


water, and forcing a paſſage by our exer- 
tions, notwithſtanding its reſiſtance. 

« After a vigorous effort for ſome 
hours, we penetrated this liquid wall of 
diviſion ; and found ourſelves mounting 
upwards, without ſtruggle, as if towards 
the ſurface of the ſea, though our courſe 


was due north, and theretore towards. 


the 
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the centre of the globe. We ſtopped 

again, for ia few hours, beneath a coral 
| receſs, for refreſhment and repoſe. Here 
our guide congratulated us on our having 
ſurmounted all the difficulties of the voy- 
age, the reſt being mere plain ſwimming. 

After a few days progreſs we met 
with frequent ſhoals of fiſh of a new 


ſpecies, and many mountains of ſalt, and 


beds of oyſters,- conchs, and other ſhell- 
fin, which indicated we were not far 
from the ſurface. Our joy was very 
great, when our guide ſoon after pointed 
out to us ſome groups of the native ſea- 
maids gambolling before their grottos, 
or collecting and arranging ſhells to adorn 
them. They ſeemed chiefly covered 
with blue ſcales. Their eyes were of a 
pearly brightneſs ; and their language 
was only a different dialect of the Ant- 
arctic. The green and golden ſcales 
which my attendants and I diſplayed, 
excited their female curioſity and admi- 
ration : but we had then no leiſure for 


- | gallantry. 
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gallantry. The ſea began now to gain 
new brightneſs as we advanced, and in 

a few hours we ſprung to the ſurface. 
Here a moſt ſublime ſcene opened to 
our view: a new world, as it were, broke 
at once upon us. It ſeemed an immenſe 
concave ſphere (ſuch as the ſky appears 
to form round the globe), with the ſun 
revolving in the centre once in twenty- 
four hours, conſtituting by his radiant 
hemiſphere their day, and by his beams 
paſling through his cryſtalline hemiſphere 
their night. In plainer terms, conceive 
this globe entirely hollow within, incloſed 
with an incruſtration, or cover, of earth 
and water of many miles in depth ; and the 
immenſe concavity within covered on all 
ſides with continents, iflands, and ſeas, 
reſembling thofe on the external ſurface 
it. In contemplating the ocean' on which 
we were floating, we were much ſtruck 
with the numerous ſhips which covered 
its baſon, deeply laden with various mei- 
chandiſez and, as we approached tht 
ſhore, 


BERKELET HALL. 311 


ſhore, we found the land beautifully 
interſected in all parts with rivers and 
canals, crowded with boats. The country 
appeared to be highly cultivated, and 
very thickly ſettled with large cities, 
towns, and villages; in which the in- 
habitants ſwarmed like bees, and ſeemed 
as active and induſtrious in manufacture 
and traffic: indeed, as we afterwards 
found, the ruling principle of theſe central 
nations is, that no one /hould be idle; 
and that it is the prime duty of every mem- 
ber of their ſociety to underſtand and ſiurſue 
fome uſeful art and bujineſs. Every parent 


is compelled, by the ſtate, to give his 


children an education of this beneficial 
kind; and if he is unable to do it (which 
is rarely the caſe), a proviſion is made for 
the purpoſe by the public. 

“The inventors of productive arts in 
agriculture, commerce, or mechanics, 
are more honoured and eſteemed here, 
than heroes and ſages were in Greece 


and Rome, In ſhort, the great object 
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of their governments is, to increaſe the 
Mneceſlaries, conveniences, and elegancies 
of life. Their early habits of induſtry 
render the people patient, active, temper- 
ate, and regular in their conduct; and [ 
Was at laſt convinced, by their example, 
that mankind may attain to a greater 
degree of good order, ſecurity, plenty, 
and ſocial happineſs, in highly improved 
commercial ' ſtates, than in the ſimpleſt 
condition of wild untutored favages. 
The univerſal diffufion' of knowledge 
'among them rendered them thoroughly 
ſenſible of the neceſſity of a firm govern- 
ment, and peaceful ſubmiſſion to the 
laws, for the preſervation of their perſonal 
rights, liberties, and property. The 
general influence alſo of religion had 
here the - happieſt effect on their morals, 
and made the coercion of penalties almoſt 
. * unneceſſary to the executian of the 
bas. Their great cities, and even whole 
nations, appeared like a vaſt machine, 
—_ various * uniformly — 
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in movements, as if animated by one ſoulz 
and, I am convinced, poſſeſſed more good 
order, ſecurity, and peace, than the moſt 
trifling hordes in a ſtate of nature. 

« © In our travels through various 
diſtricts we found the people exceedingly 
enlightened in all the focial duties, in 
. what conſtituted the true end and felicity 
of men; that private and public intereſt 
was the ſame; that governments were 

inſtituted for their good ; and that the 
oppoſing, or not zealouſly ſupporting juf 
authority, was like deſtroying the helm 
and pilot of .the ſhip in which their all 
was embarked. The conflant employment 
given the people, and the certain re- 
wards of induſtry from their manufac- 
tories and extenſive commerce, encou- 
raged early marriages ; and few inſtances 
of celibacy, after twenty-five years, could 
be produced. This circumſtance, I under- 
Rood, tended as much as any other caufe 
to the Preſervation of the morals, induſtry, 
aud good order of the community. The 
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ſweet domeſtic engagements are a ſpur 
to the induſtry of a people, furniſh them 
with the moſt. pure and virtuous plea- 


| ſures, and give new and ſtronger roots 


to the love of their country. And it is 
now my opinion, that the great cardinal 
hinges of national happineſs are, equa/ 
laws, education, religion, marriage, and the 
due and full emſiloyment of the people, 
by agriculture, manufacture, and commerce. 
This concave orb was divided into 
ſix large kingdoms, independent of each 
other, but -cloſely cemented by a free 
commerce and intercourſe. A general 
aſſembly of - envoys from each kingdom 
uſually ſat in a central ſituation, to adjuſt 
amicably any conteſts which might ariſe : 
but experience had ſhewn them ſo evi- 


dently that their wealth, proſperity, and 


happineſs, were mutual and common; 
and the effects of violence, deſtructive 
and uncertain; that their harmony and 
Peace were rarely broken. 
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« © The happy conſequences of ſuch 
arrangements were viſible over the whole 


country; which was beautifully incloſed, 
well drained and manured ; crowned 


with the moſt delicious herbage, or wav» 


ing corn; with lowing herds and flocks, | 
or 4vadened orchards : and the ſides. and 


ſummits of the moſt rugged hills were, 
made verdant by cultivation, or uſeful by 
thick foreſts. The very cottages diſ- 
played a neatneſs, a proportion of conve- 
nient furniture, and an appearance of 


ſimple ornaments, which ſpoke even the 


common / labourers poſſeſſed of more 
plenty and refinement than thoſe of their 
rank in any other nation : and on ſeaſons 
of public aſſemblage, their dreſs and de- 
meanour were ſuperior to thoſe of the 
muddle ranks of ſociety in other countries. 
The demands for labour alſo, - which 
their manufactories occaſioned, made a 


numerous progeny, inſtead of a burden, 


a Myon to their parents. 


* 
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eln their large towns and cities, the 
numerous ſquares, the wideneſs of their 
ſtreets, and the cleanlineſs preſcribed and 
maintained, preſerved greatly the health 
of the inhabitants. In theſe ſeats of 
commerce and the arts we ſaw conſtant 


_ . evidences of the wonderful powers and 


dignity of the human mind : in magnifi- 
cent public ſtructures, ſtupendous bridges, 
towers, columns, temples, and palaces: 
in their pillars, arches, and ſtatues; and 
in the almoſt miraculous productions 

and exhibitions of painting and muſic. 
*The government of all the kingdoms 
here, reſembled each other; being a 
mixed monarchy, in which the intereſt 
of every order and degree in the ſtate 
was repreſented ; fo that no law could 
paſs to injure-the people, without injuring 
more the monarch, the nobles, and repre- 
ſentatives. The duties of all were exactly 
aſcertained, and their rights defined and 
protected. Their laws and civil inſti- 
tutions ſeemed more to be the reſult and 
| fruit 
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fruit of long experience and gradual im- 


provement, than of theory or ſyſtem: like 


the ſublimeſt productions of poetry, the 
theory was formed on the fact; the rules 
were drawn from practice, and the real 
and long ſenſe and feeling of fitneſ, utility, 
and beauty. 

« We found, from the example of 
theſe nations (who undoubtedly muſt 
have had the ſtart of the reſt of the globe 
in arts, and have carried them to a much 
greater height of improvement), that we 
had formed very inadequate conceptions 
of the powers of human ingenuity. Their 
diſcovery and application of new me- 
chanic forces in the different elements, to 
the ſervice of agriculture and mannfac- 
ture, were truly aſtoniſhing ; as well as 
their modes of abridging labour, commu- 
nicating inſtruction, and expeditious in- 


tercourſe and conveyance. * By their 


acquiſitions in natural philoſophy, they 
ſeemed to have converted the moſt oc- 
cult, trifling, and pernicious productions 


of nature to the uſe of man; and, by 
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their ſkill in medicine, to have annihi- 
lated; ſubdued, or rendered harmleſs, 
diſeaſes thought moſt dangerous and fatal 
on earth. Barring unavoidable accidents 
and decay, the inhabitants appeared to 
ſink into the grave, rather by having ex- 
hauſted the ſands in their glaſs, than by 
the ravages of ſickneſs. 

«© There is no variety of ſeaſon i in the 
country, but a mild and equal warmth 
and ſerenity, They have no rain: but 
the lands are invigorated by heavy dews 
which fall at night. They have no other 
luminary but that which I have deſcribed 
as revolving on its own axis, and by its 
two . hemiſpheres, one lucid and the 
other opake, conſtituting their day 
and night. The appearance from any 
given part of this concave, of the cities, 
meadows, foreſts, and rivers, hanging, 
as it were, in the diſtant ſky (to our ap- 
prehenſion), formed a very novel and 
fublime* proſpett. To facilitate an in- 
tercourſe with each other, they have in- 
vented machines, by which they.can paſs 


- 
* in 


f 
N 
0 
t 
t 
( 
k 
( 
t 
( 
( 
: 
] 


OO — ay 


BERKELEY HALL. 319 


in a ſtrait line from place to place, 
without traverſing the intervening cir- 
cuits. They fill large ſpheres, made of, 
the lighteſt ſkins, or canvas, with fluids 
ſpecifically lighter than the air, to which 
they ſuſpend a light car of bark, which 
they can impel by wings of great magni- 
tude, worked eaſily by ſprings, and a 
machinery invented for the purpoſe. 
Others have trained large eagles, and a 
bird of greater ſize and ſtrength than 
the Arabian condor, which they have 
domeſticated to be yoked to theſe aerial 
cars, and directed by reins as regularly 
as horſes. With theſe they perform 
long journies with inexpreſſible ſwiftneſs 
and eaſe; and find a ſhorter courſe, and 
nearer communication, from the con- 
cavity of their country. | 

We went frequently on excurſions 
in theſe cars; and 1 found an inexpreſ- 
ſible delight in thus being, as it were, an 
inhabitant of the air and earth, as well 
as water, There 1s an eaſe and dignity 
in the motion of theſe carriages, which 
I never 
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I never obferved in any on ſea or land, 
producing an extraordinary gaiety and 
elevation of ſpirits. I was one day on a 
party with prince Ponduco and ſome of 
the natives, in one of the aerial gondolas, 
provided with wings, and a tail or rudder 
of feathers, managed by machinery, 
We had riſen to our intended height in 
the air, and began a level courſe with 
expanded wings, admiring the various 
pictureſque ſcenes of fields, villages, and 
temples, below us, when we ſaw a race 
between ſome cars drawn by birds. One 
of theſe puſhed ſo furiouſly forward, that 

its winged courſers defied the rein, and 
became unmanageable in their career, 
Unluckily for us, they got entangled with 
us in their courſe, and gave ſuch a ſhock 
to our gondola, that our helmſman, with 
his feathery rudder, was thrown head- 
long from his ſeat. I ſaw him falling 
for more than a mile into the ſea; and 
would have plunged after him, if I could 
have done it with ſafety, to reſcue him 
from the waves.—But we were reſerved 


for 


BERKELEY HALL, + 321 


for a fate more dangerous and alarming 


than his: for our oars and apparatus 


were ſo diſabled, that we loſt all govern- 
ment of the car, and could not diſcharge 
any of the contents of our ſphere, having 
broken the ſtring which commanded the 
valve above. We had alſo, by the con- 


- cuſſion, loſt more of our ballaſt, ſo that 


we found ourſelves rapidly aſcending 


towards the centre of the ſky, with the 


dreadful proſpect of being hurled about 
at the mercy of the winds, or immerſed 
in the ocean of fire before us. | 

“% We began now to mount with in- 
crealing velocity; and the heat was grown 
ſo intolerable to us natives of the feaz 
and the air ſo attenuated, that we could 
ſcarcely reſpire. Our food and liquors loſt 
here all taſte ; and the brightneſs of the 
ſun- beams was ſo great, that we could not 
endure it. Univerſal was our terror, 
when the ſubtle fluid, which dilated our 
ſphere, began to expand with the heat, 
and at laſt burſt with a violent explofion. 
Our deſcent then became gradually more 


and 
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and more impetuous, and we could 
ſcarcely breathe for the rapidity of the 
motion. But I held firmly to my ſeat, 
and only wiſhed that we might be plunged 
mto our native element, reſolving never 
more to venture ſo far out of it. In this 
we were fortunate, that our weight kept 
the car on a level beneath ; and the huge 
wings retarded our fall, fo that we ſunk 
a very little depth into the fea. Pon- 
duco and I immediately felt ourſelves 
at home, and exerted our ſtrength in 
raiſing the light bark and our companions 
to the ſurface. We then bailed out the 
water, and cheered their deſponding 
ſpirits, by aſſurances that we would con- 
duct them ſafely to land. We looked 
eagerly around to ſee ſome veſſel or ſhore 
to which we could convey them ; but in 
vain. Night coming on, we were obliged 
to paſs it in the wide ſea, ſupporting 
and towing the gondola in turns. In 
the morning we got them a ſupply of 
fiſn; which they were fain to eat raw 
with us, for want of other proviſions. We 


Pro- 
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proceeded towards the ſhore, which we 
diſcerned at a vent diſtance; and about 
the evening, had the good fortune of 
putting them aboard a thip, and reaching 
ourſelves a harbour ; where we regaled 
with ſome of the native mermen, and 
recounted our ex'raordiuary peril and 
eſcape. 5 . 

4 ſhall not det ain you by a recital of 
my other adventures among theſe central 
nations, which |} have ſince frequently 

viſited, We took our departure, not 
long after, determined to explore our 
paſſage to the north pole —- which we 
effected. We found it to be equally 
well inhabited and illuminated as the 
ſouth, by means of a great volcano; 
which we aſcertained to be the cauſe of 
the northern lights, or aurora borealis, We 
traced its vaſt crater, or furnace, to near 
Iceland; where a diviſion of its flames 
perforates mount Hecla, and is forming 
ſome new iſlands from its exploded mat- 
ter in the vicinity. I then paiſed up 
the river St. Lawrence, examined all the 
lakes 
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lakes of North America; and finding a 
river trending to the weſtward, glided 
with my ſuite down it into the Pacific 
Ocean, and fo arrived ſafely at the plea- 
ſant bay of Monongahela. 

From all my travels, I have reaſon 
to infer, that there is no part of the 
habitable globe, where men, by following 
the laws of their nature, and exerciſing 
their talents with prudence, fortitude, 
diligence, and patience, may not enjoy 
a conſiderable degree of felicity. Where- 
ever therefore it may be your lot to re- 
ſide, do the duty of your ſtation with 
zeal and integrity; enjoy the bleſſings 
of it with temperance and gratitude, 
and ſubmit to the evils of it with manly 
reſignation. As to us, we have little to 
do but to follow the happy i»/tin&s im- 
Planted in us; and to gratify ourſelves 
with the inexhauſtible plenty and plea- 
{ures which nature everywhere provides 


for us',” 
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